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PREFACE. 



The rapid multiplication of books of this description 
proves that there is a large class of readers who find 
them useful or convenient. The distinctive peculiarity 
of that which is here presented, is that it consists merely 
of Plans of Sermons, without any hints of illustration. 
I have always believed that whosoever would be an 
ori^al preacher must read as little, and that whosoever 
would be a useful preacher must read as much, as he 
can on the subject on which he intends to preach. 
Being more ambitious of usefulness than of originality, 
I have, from the beginning of my ministry, adhered to 
this method of preparation for the pulpit, — first to 
exhaust my own thoughts on the text, and then to con- 
sult all the helps within my reach. If I found (as I 
have very often found) that what was suggested was 
better than what was invented, I have not been deterred 
from appropriating it by the probability that ignorant or 
ill-natured critics would insinuate that I had not honestly 
exercised my own thoughts at all. I have acted on the 
same principle in the preparation of these Plans. Some 
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4 PREFACE. 

of them are entirely the product of my own mind •, some 
of them have been transcribed from books ; some of 
them will be recognised by Fathers and Brethren as 
borrowed from themselves : but by far the greatest pro- 
portion has been the result of the double process of 
thinking and reading as much as I could. The use I 
wish others to make of my book is the same as I have 
made of the books of others. I do not wish them to 
use these Plans as they are. I wish them to use these 
Plans as suggesting other plans, which, if not better in 
themselves, are better adapted to their own habits of 
thought and composition. For the sake of professional 
readers, I now wish I had preserved a record of all the 
books I have consulted. I do not know whether I may 
hope that intelligent Christians, on whom the duty of 
preaching does not devolve, shall find here a little assist- 
ance in their private musings. But to myself the book 
is interesting as a memorial of many pleasant hours spent 
in meditation on the Word of God. 

GEORGE BROOKS. 
Johnstone, April 14, 1863. 
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PLANS OF SERMONS. 



(l.) Matt. i. 21. Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for he shall 
save his people from their sins. 

Contrast between Jesus and other Saviours or 

Deliverers. 

1. Thdr salvation was secular ; His is spiritual. 

2. Theirs was instrumental; His meritorious. 

3. Thdrs was local ; His universal. 

4. Thdrs was temporary ; His everlasting. 



(2.) Matt. i. 23. They shall call his name Emmanuel; which , 
being interpreted, is, God with us. 

Explain the Title. 

1. God in our nature. 

2. God on our side. 

3. God in our heart. 

4. God with us in heaven for ever. 



(30 John iv. ^9. Come, see a man which told me all things that 
ever I did : is not this the Christ ? 

B 
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IQ PLANS OF SERMONS. 



I. The Description. 

1. He tells us all things that ever we did, through 

the instrumentality of the word. 

2. He tells us all things that ever we did, through 

the operation of conscience. 

3. He tells us all tWngs that ever we did, through 

the agency of the Holy Spirit. 
II The Question. 

1. The description suggests the question. 

2. The description produces the state of mind most 

favourable to the investigation of the question. 

3. The description enables us to settle the question. 



(4O Col. i. 19. For it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fulness dwelL 

Mediatorial Fulness of Christ. 

1. Fulness of merit. 3. Fulness of strength. 

2. Fulness of wisdom. 4. Fulness of happiness. 



(5O Rev. i. 7. Behold^ he cometh with clouds ; and every eye shall 
see him^ and they also which pierced huxi : and all kindreds 
of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 

The Second Coming of Christ. 

1. Its grandeur. 

2. Its publicity. 

3. Its doleful consequences to the wicked. 
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PLANS OF SERMONS. ii 

4* Its desirableness notwithstanding these conse- 
quences. 



(6.) I Cor. xvL aa. If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, 
let him be Anathema Maran-atha. 

1. All men ought to love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. Some men do not love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. Those who do not love the Lord Jesus Christ 

will be accursed at His second coming. 

4. The friends of the Lord Jesus Christ will ac- 

quiesce in the doom of the loveless. 



(7-) I Thess. V. 16. Rejoice evermore. 

Religion is not conducive to Melancholy. 

1. It leaves to the Christian all the sources of plea- 

sure which can be enjoyed without sin. 

2. It frees the Christian from the evils that hinder 

others from enjoying the common sources 
of pleasure. 

3. It enjoins on the Christian no duty which is not 

a source of pleasure. 

4. It confers on the Christian new pleasures, of the 

purest and loftiest kind. 



(8.) Acts xi. 26. And the disciples were called Christians first 
in Antioch. 
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12 PLANS OF SERMONS. 

I. The Origin of the Name. 

1. If it was imposed by God, it shows that He is 

solidtous to fix the proper aspect in which 
His people are viewed. 

2. If it was assumed by the disciples, it shows that 

they regarded Christ as the centre of their 
religion. 

3. If it was affixed by the Jews or Heathen, it 

shows that the natural mind has no just 
appreciation of spiritual excellence. 

II. The Import of the Name. 

1. A believer in Christ. 4. A servant of Christ. 

2. A lover of Christ. 5. An expectant of Christ. 

3. An imitator of Christ. 



(9O Luke xviii. 8. Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on the earth ? 

1. Shall He find faith in the being and providence 

of God? 

2. Shall He find faith in the divine orig^ of the 

Gospel ? 

3. Shall He find faith in His own deity and atonement? 

4. Shall He find fdth in the efficacy of prayer ? 

5. Shall He find fdth in the safety of scriptural 

principle ? 

6. Shall He find faith in the intensity and duration 

of future punishment ? 
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PLANS OF SERMONS. 13 

(10.) Micah ii. 7. Is the Spirit of the Lord straitened ? 

1. Is He stratened with regard to dme ? 

2. Is He straitened with regard to place ? 

3. Is He straitened with regard to persons ? 

4. Is He straitened vAxh. regard to means ? 

5. Is He straitened with regard to instrument- 

ality? 



(11.) Acts xix. 23. And the same time there arose no small stir 
about that way. 

I. The Peculiarities of the Gospel as a Way 

OR System of Religion. 

1. It is a peculiar way of thinking. 

2. It is a peculiar way of feeling. 

3. It is a peculiar way of acting. 

II. The Nature of the Stir the Gospel should 

PRODUCE. 

1. Excitement. 3. Prayer. 

2. Inquiry. 4. Activity. 



(12.) ^ Thess. iii. 5. And the Lord direct your hearts into the 
love of God. 

By what method can the love of God be reproduced 

in the heart of fallen man ? 

I. There are Man's Methods. 

I. By communicating general knowledge. 
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PLANS OF SERMONS. 

2. By speculating oa natural relig^n. 

3. By unfolding the moral law. 

There is God's own Method. This is com- 
pendiously stated in two passages. 

1. We love Him because he first loved us (l John 

iv. 19). 

2 . The loveof God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 

Holy Ghost, whichis givenuntous (Rom. v. 5). 



(13.) I Cor. L li. I of Christ. 

1. 1 own His divine mission. 

2. 1 acknowledge His essential dignity. 

3. 1 believe in His doctrines. 

4. 1 rely on His sacrifice. 

5. 1 love His person. 

6. 1 obey His will. 



(14O I Cor. L 13. Is Christ divided? 

1 . Is His person divided ? 

2. Are His offices divided ? 

3. Is His salvation divided ? 

4. Is His Church divided ? 

5. Is His book divided ? 



(15O Ps. cxxxviii. 2. Thou hast magnified thy word above all 
thy name. 

I. As the medium of His self-manifestation. 
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PLANS OF SERMONS. 15 



2. As the exposition of His government. 

3. As the revelation of His mercy. 

4. As the record of His will. 

5. As the instrument of His power. 



(16.) Rom. X. 13. For whosoever shall. call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved. 

I. The Blessing. 

1. Salvation from guilt. 

2. Salvation from sin. 

3. Salvation from misery. 

II. The Duty. 

1. Call on the proper object. 

2. Call through the proper medium. 

3. Call by the proper aid. 

4. Call with the proper dispositions. 

III. The Person. 

1. Of whatsoever nation. 

2. Of whatsoever rank. 

3. Of whatsoever age or sex. 

4. Of whatsoever mental ability or culture. 

5. Of whatsoever moral character. 



(17O I Cor. XV. 3. For I delivered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures. 
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i6 PL^NS OF SERMONS. 

I. State the Scriptural Doctrine of the Atone- 

ment. 

1. Substitution. 

2. Satisfaction. 

3. Expiation. 

II. Expose some Popular Deviations from it. 

1. That its essence is instruction. 

2. That its essence is sympathy. 

3. That its essence is self-sacrifice. 

4. That its essence is love. 



(18.) Rom. V. I. Therefore, being justified by fiaith, we have 
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1. The nature of justification. 

2. The ground. 

3. The instrument. 

4. The consequence. 



(190 Rom. iii. 24. Being justified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

1. We are all under law to God. 

2. We have all broken the law of God. 

3. We are all liable to the penalty of the law. 

4. We cannot deliver ourselves from our liability 

to the penalty of the law. 

5. God has sent His Son to endure the penalty of 

the law in our stead. 
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PLjiNS OF SERMONS. 17 

6. If we accept Christ as our substitute, the penalty 

of the law will not be mflicted on us. 

7. If we accept Christ, we shall receive a title to 

heaven. 



(20.) Luke xvi. 19, ao. There was a certain rich man, which 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sump- 
tuously every day: And there was a certain beggar 
named Lazarus. 
The General Lessons of the Parable, 

1. The unequal distribution of good and evil among 

men in the present world. 

2. The impartial adjustment of their happiness or 

misery to thdr character, in the future state. 

3. The inconceivable torments of the wicked here- 

after. 

4. The impossibility of escape from the torments of 

hell. 

5. The sufficiency of the Bible as a revelation of 

God and immortality. 



(21.) Luke xvi. 19-23. There was a certain rich man, which 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and £u?ed sump- 
tuously every day: And there was a certain beggar 
named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of 
sores. And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell fix>m the rich man's table: moreover, the dogs 
came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that 
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i8 PLANS OF SERMONS. 

the beggar diedy and was carried by the angels into 
Abraham's bosom : the rich man also died, and was 
buried ; And in hell he lifted up his eyes. 

Threefold Contrast between the Rich Man 
AND Lazarus. 

1. In life. 

2. In death. 

3. In eternity. 



(22.) Luke xvi. 23. 24. And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being 
in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bosom. And he oied, and said. Father Abra- 
ham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue ; for I am tormented in this flame. 

The Torments of the Lost. 

I. Self-inflicted. 

1. Unsatisfied desires. 4. Despair. 

2. Awakened conscience. 5. Memory. 

3. Absence of sympathy. 

II. Divinely inflicted. 

1. External circumstances that are calculated to 

^ve pain. 

2. Excnidating tortures. 

3. A sense of the wrath of God. 



(23.) Luke xvL 25. But Abraham said, Son, remember that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
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PLANS OF SERMONS. 19 

likewise Lazarus evil things : but now he is comforted^ 
and thou art tormented. 

Memory a Source of Torment to the Lost. 

1. They will remember thdr possessions. 

2. They will remember thdr pleasures. 

3. They will remember their sins. 

4. They will remember their privileges. 

5. They will remember their convictions and re- 

solutions. 



(24.) Luke xvi. 26. And beside all this, between us and you 
there is a great gulf fixed : so that they which would 
pass fix)m hence to you cannot ; neither can they pass 
to uSy that would come from thence. 

Eternity of Future Punishments. 
I. Proof. 

1. From the use of the epithets everlasting and 

eternal. 

2. From the use of expressions that define these 

epithets. 

3. From the contrast between the description of the 

doom of the righteous and the Txdcked. 

4. From the reiterated assertion of no more than 

a single probation. 

5. From the indispensable necessity of faith in 

Christ to the salvation of the soul. 
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20 PLJNS OF SERMONS. 

II. Objections. 

1. From the character of Gk)d. 

2. From the design of future punishment. 

3. From the disproportion of everlasting punish- 

ment to temporary sm. 

4. From the provisions of the Gospel. 



(250 Luke xvi. 27, a8. Then he said, I pray thee therefore, 
father, that thou wouldest send him to my fether's 
house : For I have five brethren ; that he may testify 
unto them, lest they also come into this place of tonnent . 

Picture of a pitiable Family. 

1. Its rank. 

2. Its number. 

3. Its bereavement. 

4. Its character. 

5. The perdition of one of its members. 

6. The prayer of the dead for the living. 



(26.) Luke xvi. 29. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses 
and the prophets ; let them hear them. 
The sufficiency of Revelation, 

1. In the knowledge it communicates. 

2. In the duties it prescribes. 

3. In the motives it presents. 

4. In the cautions and admonitions it furnishes. 

5. In the promises and threatenings it proclaims. 
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PLANS OF SERMONS. 21 



(27.) Luke xvL 30, 31. And he said, Nay, fether Abraham; 
but if one went unto them from the dead, they will 
repent. And he said unto him. If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded through one rose from the dead. 

1. Though one rose from the dead, he could not 

adduce more satisfactory evidence of his di- 
vine mission than the penmen of the Bible. 

2. Though one rose from the dead, he could not 

divulge more important truths than those 
which are revealed in the Bible. 

3. Though one rose from the dead, he could not 

ply the sinner with more powerful argu- 
ments or motives than are presented in the 
Bible. 

4. Though one rose from the dead, he could not 

remove the moral barriers to the sinner's sal- 
vation. 

5. Though miracles of the most extraordinary kind 

have been wrought, not excepting the resur- 
rection of the dead, they have not effected 
the conversion of all who witnessed them. 



(28.) Eph. iii. 14. For this cause I bow my knees unto the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

I. Our prayers should be addressed to God the 
Father. 
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22 PLANS OF SERMONS. 



2. Our prayers should be addressed to God as the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. Our prayers should be addressed to God \dth 

deep humility. 

4. Our prayers should be addressed to God for 

Christian eminence. 

5. Prayers should be addressed to God both by 

nunisters and people. 



(29.) Eph. iii. 15. Of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named. 

The whole Family in Heaven. 

1. Divine. 4. Numerous. 

2. Holy. 5. United. 

3. Opulent. 



(30O Eph. iii. 15. 
The whole Family on Earth. 

1. The Father. 4. The privileges. 

2. The members. 5. The inheritance. 

3. The duties. 



(3^0 Epli* iii- 16. That he would grant you, according to the 
riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man. 

I. The Christian needs to be strengthened with 
might in the inner man. 
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PLANS OF SERMONS. 23 

2. The might which the Christian needs, is con- 

veyed through the agency of the Holy 
Spirit. 

3. This might is obtained in answer to prayer. 

4. This might should be sought as from an inex- 

haustible source. 



(32.) Eph. iii. 17. That Chiist may dwell in your hearts by 
&ith. 

The Indwelling of Christ in His People. 

I. What it is not. 

1. It is not personal. 

2. It is not visionary. 

3. It is not merely emotional. 

II. What it is. 

I. It is the result of faith as realizing His presence. 
2 It is the result of the communication of the Holy 

Spirit, by which He is graciously present. 
3. It is the result of His love. 



(330 Eph. iii. 17. That ye being rooted and grounded in love. 
I. The Grace implored. 

1. The love of God includes admiration of His 

character. 

2. The love of God includes gratitude for His 

benefits. 
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24 PLANS OF SERMONS. 



3. The love of God mcludes delight In His com- 
munion. 

II. Its Specified Importance. 

1. The love of God is the essence of religion. 

2. The love of God is the germ of holiness. 

3. The love of God is the source of happiness. 

4. The love of God is the test of meetness for heaven. 

III. The Characteristics of it implied. 

1. Sincere, and not senmnental. 

2. Permanent, and not temporary. 



(340 Eph. ilL 18. May be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height. 

The Dimensions of the Redeemer's Love. 

1. Its breadth. 3. Its depth. 

2. Its length. 4. Its hdght. 



(35*) l^ph' iii* '9* -^i^d to know the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge. 

I. There are some respects in which the Love 

* OF Christ passeth Knowledge. 

1. In its date. 3. In its sacrifices. 

2. In its motive. 4. In its benefits. 

II. There are some respects in which the Love 

OF Christ may be known. 
I. In its scriptural details. 
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PLJNS OF SERMONS. 25 

2. In its personal application. 

3. In its practical influence. 



(36.) Eph. iii. 19. That ye might be filled with all the fulness of 
God. 

I. In what respects may we be filled with all 

THE Fulness of God ? 

1. In filling the heart, God empties it of its former 

occupants. 

2. In filling the heart, God takes possession of it 

personally. 

3. In filling the heart, God replenishes it with all 

the graces and dispositions of the Christian 
character. 

4. In filling the heart, God replenishes it with every 

grace completely or perfectly. 

II. By what means may we be filled with all 

THE Fulness of God ? 

1. By being sensible of our emptiness. 

2. By abounding in prayer. 

3. By cherishing love to Christ, 

4. By following hard after God. 



(37-) Mark viii. 34. And when he had called the people unto 
him, with his disciples also, he said unto them, Who- 
soever will come after me, let him deny himself. 
I. His self-wisdom. 

c 
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2. His self-righteousness. 4. His self-will. 

3. His self-dependence. 5. His self-seeking. 



(38.) Mark vili. 34. And take up his cross. 

Our cross is our stffferingjbr Chrisfs sake, 

I. Its Nature. 

1. Severe. 

2. Diversified. 

3. Changeable. 

II. Our Duty in reference to it. 

1. Guard against misconceptions, as if we were to 

make, or choose, or evade our cross. 

2. Explain our obligations to welcome our cross, 

to bear it in a proper spirit, not to lay it down 
till we are relieved by the Master's will, to 
view it as a preparation for the crown. 



(39O Mark viiL 34. And follow me. 

1. Follow Him as scholars follow their teacher. 

2. Follow Him as servants follow thdr master. 

3. Follow Him as soldiers follow thdr general. 

4. Follow Him as imitators follow their model. 

5. Follow Him as sinners follow their Saviour. 



(40«) Mark viii. 35. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it ; 
but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the 
gospel's^ the same shall save it. — (First Clause ) 
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I. The possible Gains of rejecting Christ and 

His Gospel. 

1. Wealth. 

2. Pleasure. 

3. Honour. 

II. The certain Drawbacks of these Gains. 

1. Burdened with miny a care and sorrow. 

2. liable to many a chance and change during life 

3. Necessarily forfeited at the hour of death. 

4. Followed by the loss of the soul. 



(4^0 Mark viii. 35. (Second Clause.) 

I. The possible Loss of embracing Christ and 

His Gospel. 

1. Loss of property. 4. Loss of liberty. 

2. Loss of friends. 5. Loss of life. 

3. Loss of reputation. 

II. The certain Compensation of that Loss. 

1. By the consolation that is administered under it. 

2. By the substitution of a higher form of good- 

3. By the impulse of love to Christ. 

4. By a consciousness of assimilation to Christ. 

5. By the joys of heaven. 



(42.) Mark viii. 36. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? 
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28 PLANS OF SERMONS. 

I. The Value of the Soul. 

1. Its powers and capacities. 

2. Its immortality. 

3. The plan of its redemption. 

4. The conflict it occasions in the universe, 
n. The Loss of the Soul. 

1. Its nature ; — the loss, not of being, but of holi- 

ness, of happiness, of heaven, of hope. 

2. The ways in which it may be incurred ; — ^through 

open infidelity, through gross vice, through 
formal profession, through sheer careless- 
ness. 
111. The Impossibility of compensating for the 
Loss OF THE Soul by the Gain of the 
World. 

1. The gain is problematical : the loss is unavoid- 

able. 

2. The gain is ideal : the loss is real. 

3. The gain is temporary : the loss is final and ir- 

retrievable. 



(43.) Mark viii. 37. Or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul ? 

I. What is implied in this Question ? 

I. It implies the magnitude of the loss of the soul. 
2^ It implies the exclusiveness of the Gospel as the 
method of its salvation. 
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3. It implies the impossibility of securing its salva- 
tion if the Gospel be rejected. 

II. To WHOM MAY THIS QUESTION BE PROPOSED ? 

1. To the philosopher. 

2. To the man of the world. 

3. To the awakened sinner. 

4. To the lost soul. 

5. To the Saviour. 



(44*) Mark viii. 38. Whosoeva: therefore shall be ashamed of 

me, and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful 

» generation, of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed 

when he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the 

holy angels. 

I. The Persons described. 

1. Those who, from shame, decline to assume a 

profession of the Gospel. 

2. Those who, from shame, do not maintain a 

consistent profession of the Gospel. 

3. Those who, from shame, abandon the profession 

of the Gospel. 

II. The Doom threatened. 

1. It is certain. 

2. It is awful. 

3. It is just. 



(45O * Cor. V. II. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, 
we persuade men. 
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I. The Things we would persuade them to do. 

1. To be reconciled to God. 

2. To cease from sin. 

3. To use the means of grace. 

4. To do good. 

5. To go to heaven. 

II. The Motive by which we would persuade 

THEM. 

1. Its reality. 

2. Its nearness. 

3. Its vastness. 

4. The merciful design of its revelation. 



(4^*) a Cor. xi. 3. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should 
be corrupted fh>m the simplicity that is in Christ 

I. The Elements of Christian Simplicity, 

1. Simplicity of submission to the authority of God 

in the Bible. 

2. Simplicity of reliance on the merits of Christ. 

3. Simplicity of moral character. 

4. Simplicity of style of livmg. 

5. Simplicity of worship. 

II. The Resemblance between our Corruption 

from Christian Simplicity and the Temp- 
tation OF Eve. 
I. In the agent. 
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2. In the mode. 

3. In the end. 



(47*) I John V. ai. Little children, Iseep yourselves from idols. 
Forms of Spiritual Idolatry. 

1. Nature-worship. 4. Hero-worship. 

2. Mammon-worship. 5. Self-worship. 

3. Pleasure-worship. 



(48.) Song of Solomon ii. 3. As the apple-tree among the trees 
of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat 
down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit 
was sweet to my taste. 

I. The Saint's Description of the Saviour's Ex- 

cellence. 

1. Beauty. 3. Fruit. 

2. Shade. 4. Fragrance. 

II. The Saint's Description of his own Happi- 

ness. 

1. It is exquisite in its degree. 

2. It is experimental in its evidence. 



(49*) Rev. L 10. 1 was in the Spirit on the Lord's day. 
I. The Season. 

1. It is consecrated by the Lord's authority. 

2. It commemorates the Lord's resurrection. 

3. It is dedicated to the Lord's service. 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 PLANS OF SERMONS. 

II. The State. 

1. Engaged in spiritual exercises. 

2. Actuated by spiritual principles. 

3. Enjoying spiritual influences. 



(50.) Matt. xii. I a. How much then is a man better than a 
sheep? 

1. In his powers. 

2. In his capacities. 

3. In his destiny. 

4. In the care God has exercised over him. 



(51*) I Pet. i. 8. Whom having not seen, ye love. 
Vindication of Love to Christ. 

I. We can love the Saviour although we have 

NOT SEEN Him. 

1. We may know Him (knowledge is the basis of 

love) by the declarations of the Bible. 

2. We may know Him by the testimony of His 

friends. 

3. We may know Him by our own experience. 

4. We may know Him by the teaching of the Holy 

Spirit. 

II. We ought to love the Saviour although 

WE have not seen Him. 
I. His invisibility does not affect our knowledge of 
Him. 
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2. His m\dsibility does not affect our obligations to 

Him. 

3. His inmibility does not affect our relations to 

Him. 

4. His invisibility is a part of His work on our 

behalf. 



(52.) Song of Solomon i. 4. The upright love thee. 
Elements of Love to Christ. 

1. Gratitude. 4. Communion. 

2. Admiration. 5. Submission. 

3. Sympathy. 



(530 Song of Solomon i. 4. 

Grounds of Love to Christ. 

1. What He is. 

2. What He has suffered. 

3. What He has done. 

4. What He has given. 

5. What He has promised. 



(54*) Song of Solomon i. 4. 
The Properties of Love to Christ. 

1. It should be sincere. 4. It should be constant. 

2. It should be fervent. 5. It should be practical. 

3. It should be supreme. 
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(55O Matt. X. 37. He that loveth fether or mother more than 
me, is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than me, is not worthy of me. 
The Superiority of the Claims of Christ to our 
Love. 

1. We ought to love Christ more than all our re- 

lations, because He is more excellent. 

2. We ought to love Christ more than all our re- 

lations, because He has loved us longer. 

3. We ought to love Christ more than all our re- 

lations, because He has done more for us. 

4. We ought to love Christ more than all our re- 

lations, because He has given us more. 

5. We ought to love Christ more than all our re- 

lations, because our relation to Him shall 
outlive all others. 



(56O Luke xiv. a6. If any man come to me, and hate not his 
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he 
cannot be my disciple. 

The Resemblance of Love to Christ to the 
Love of our Relatives and Friends. 

1. It has its seat in the same heart. 

2. It has its ori^n in the same causes. 

3. It is accompanied with the same feelings. 

4. It prompts to the same sacrifices. 

5. It is attested by the same evidence. 
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(57*) John xiv. 15. If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
The true Test of love to Christ — Obedience. 

1. It is the test which the Bible prescribes. 

2. It is the test which reason sanctions. 

3. It is the test to which the renewed heart responds. 

4. It is the test which experience ratifies. 

5. It is the test which supersedes all others. 



(5"0 John xiy. »i. He that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to 
him. 

The Privileges of Love to Christ. 

1. The love of the Father. 

2. The love of Christ. Real; personal; sincere; 

strong; ever-during. 

3. Spedal manifestations of Christ. In prayer ; in 

public worship ; at the Lord's table ; in the 
season of affliction ; at the hour of death. 



(59O John xxi. 16. Lovest thou me? 

Personal Application of the Subject, 
I. The Importance of the Question. 

1. Love to Christ is essential, as the principle of 

evangelical obedience. 

2. Love to Christ is essential, as an incentive to the 

higher attainments of the Christian charaaer. 
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3. Love to Christ is essential, as an antagonist to 

the love of the world. 

4. Love to Christ is essential, as a motive to the 

love of fellow-Christians and fellow-men. 

5. Love to Christ is essential, as a test of meetness 

for heaven. 
II. The Answer to the Question. 

1. If we love Christ, we will think of Him. 

2. If we love Christ, we will speak of Him. 

3. If we love Christ, we will seek to be near Him. 

4. If we love Christ, we will do what He bids. 

5. If we love Christ, we will be wholly His. 



(60.) .Jude 3. The common salvation. 

1. It is common to all the sacred writers. 

2. It is common to Jews and Gentiles. 

3. It is common to all classes of sinners. 

4. It is common to all believers. 



(61.) Jude 3. It was needful for me to write unto you, and ex- 
hort you, that ye shoiild earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints. 

I. The Manner in which this Duty is to be dis- 
charged. 

1. By public and private advocacy. 

2. By a consistent life. 

3. By earnest prayer. 
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4. By encouraging the defenders of the truth. 

5. By willingness to suffer for the faith. 

II. The Reasons by which this Duty may be en- 
forced. 

1. The importance of the faith. 

2. The number and fury of its foes. 

3. Its surrender to our custody by its Author. 

4. The consequences of failing tb contend for it. 



(62.) Jude II. Woe unto them ! for they have gone in the way 
of Cain. 

1. The way of unbelief. 

2. The way of malignity. 

3. The way of persecution. 

4. The way of selfishness. 

5. The way of worldly-mindedness. 



(63.) Jude II. And ran greedily after the error of Balaam for 
reward. 

1. He was an example of intellect and learning 

without principle. 

2. He was an inconsistent professor of the true 

religion. 

3. He was a victim of the love of money. 

4. He was the instigator of moral corruption- 

5. He was a monument of the failure of all attempts 

to arrest the cause of God. 
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(64.) Jude II. And perished in the gainsaymg of Core. 

I. The Nature of the Gainsaying of Korah. 

1 . He opposed the authority of the servants of God. 

2. He opposed the authority of the word of God. 

3. He opposed the authority of God Himself. 

II. The Motives of his Gainsaying. 

1. The ostensible motives were zeal for the right, 

and hatred of oppression. 

2. The real motives were envy and ambition. 



(65.) Jude la, 13. These are spots in your feasts of charity, 
when they feast with you, feeding themselves without 
fear : clouds they are without water, carried about of 
winds; trees whose fruit withereth^ without fruit, 
twice dead, plucked up by the roots ; Raging waves of 
the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, 
to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 

Spurious Imitations of Spiritual Life. 

1. Sentimental. 4. Intellectual. 

2. Constitutional. 5. Self-righteous. 

3. Moral. 6. Hypocritical. 



{66,) Jude 14, 15. And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these, saying. Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousand of his saints. To execute judgment 
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among 
them of all their ungodly deeds which they have un- 
godly conunitted, and of all their hard speeches which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 
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I. A Prediction of the General Judgment. 

1. The Judge. 

2. His attendants. 

3. The importance of His coming. 

II. A Statement of the Design of the General 

Judgment. 

1. To decide the everlasting destinies of men. 

2. To vindicate the character of God. 



(^7-) Jude ao. But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith. 

1. By an iiitimate acquaintance with the doctrines 

of our religion. 

2. By an earnest reliance on the truth of its doctrines. 

3. By a diligent cultivation of the practical influence 

of its doctrines. 



(60.) Jude ao. Praying in the Holy Ghost. 

1. The Holy Ghost shows our need of prayer. 

2. The Holy Ghost unfolds to us our encourage- 

ments to prayer. 

3. The Holy Ghost awakens in us the dispositions 

proper to acceptable prayer. 

4. The Holy tJhost checks in us whatever might 

interfere with the spirituality of prayer. 

5. The Holy Ghost sustains our perseverance in 

prayer. 
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(69.) Jude »i. Keep yourselves in the love of God. 

I. Rules for keeping ourselves in the Love of 

God. 

1. We must keep ourselves in the contemplation of 

the love of God to us. 

2. We must keep ourselves in the contemplation of 

His loveliness. 

3. We must keep ourselves in close and constant 

communion with Him. 

4. We must keep ourselves from all that is incon- 

sistent with love to Him. 

II. Reasons for keeping ourselves in the Love of 

God. 

1 . Because the love of God is the essence of spiritual 

life. 

2. Because the love of God is the source of strength 

in duty and trial. 

3. Because the love of God is the spring of all true 

happiness. 

4. Because the love of God is the test of preparation 

for heaven. 



(70O Jude a I. Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life. 

I. The Object for which we are to look. 
I. A life of honour. 
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2. A life of happiness. 

3. An endless life. 

II. The Medium through which we are to look 

FOR THAT Object. 

1. He revealed it. 3. He bestows it. 

2. He procured it. 4. He constitutes it. 

III. The Spirit in which we are to look for it. 

1. Believingly. 3. Patiently. 

2. Hopefully. 4. Practically. ' 



(7 !•) Jude 24, %s> Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless before the presence 
of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God 
our Savioiu*, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever. Amen. 

I. The Objects of the Christian's chief pursuit. 

I. Stability. 2. Preparation for heaven. 

II. The Christian's inability to attain these 

Objects by his own efforts. 

1. From the history of the angels. 

2. From the history of our first parents. 

3. From the history of the sdnts in every age. 

III. The Attributes of his God and Saviour on 

which the Christian must rely for the 
Attainment of these Objects. 
I. His power. 2. His wisdom. 

IV. The Feelings with which the Christian 

D 
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' SHOULD CONTEMPLATE THE BeING TO WHOM 
HE IS SO MUCH INDEBTED. 

1. With love. 

2. With gratitude. 

3. With affiance. 



(72.) Matt* XX. a8. Even as the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom for many. 

I. The Saviour's Life. 

I. It was humble. 2. It was useful. 

II. The Saviour's Death. 

1. It was voluntary. 

2. It was substitutionary. 

3. It was expiatory. 

4. It was comprehensive in its aims. 



(7 30 I Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save fflnners ; of whom I am chief. 

I. Explain the Import of the saying. 

1. That Christ Jesus has come into the world. 

2. That He came into the world to save sinners. 

3. That He came into the world to save the chief 

of sinners. 

II. Unfold its Properties. 

I. Its truth. 2. Its excellence. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PLANS OF SERMONS. 43 

(74') ' Jo^ *"• 8. For this purpose the Son of Grod was 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
Devil. 

I. The Works of the Devil. 

1. Sin. 

2. SufFering. 

3. Death. 

II. The Saviour's Destruction of these Works. 

1. By the clearness of His teaching. 

2. By the merit of His sacrifice. 

3. By the power of His grace. 



(75*) Pl^ i. »7- Only let your conversation be as it becometh 
the gospel of Christ. 

1. As it becometh the doctrines which the Gospel 

reveals. 

2. As it becometh the privileges which the Gospel 

confers. 

3. As it becometh the precepts which the Gospel 

inculcates. 

4. As it becometh the prospects which the Gospel 

unfolds. 



(7^0 Rev. iv. 3. And there was a rainbow roimd about the 
throne^ in sight like imto an emerald. 
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The resemblance between the Rainbow and the Covenant of 
Grace. 

I. In its physical construction. 

1. The rainbow is a reflection of the rays of the 

sun : Christ is the Sun of righteousness. 

2. The rainbow is an assemblage of many coloured 

rays : the covenant, the source of blessings 
diversified as well as numerous. 

II. In its federal import. 

1. There is a deluge of wrath by which all men 

are liable to be overwhelmed. 

2 . There is a method of deliverance from this deluge. 

3. The deliverance of all who comply with the 

terms of the covenant is secure. 

III. In its Apocalyptic position and hue. 

1. Its posidon indicates that the covenant includes 

and glorifies all the persons of the Godhead. 

2. It here incHcates that the covenant is attractive, 

beautiful, and ever-during. 



(77*) John X. 9. 1 am the door: by me if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

I. The figurative description of Christ. 

1. He is the only medium of admission to the bless- 

mgs of the Gospel. 

2. He is the only medium of admission to the com- 

munion of the Church. 
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3. He is the only medium of admisaon to the 
happiness of heaven. 
II. The Privileges of Christians. 

1. Safety. 

2. liberty. 

3. Provision. 



(78.) Acts viiL 39. And he went on his way rgoidng. 

1. In the information he had acquired. 

2. In the privileges he had enjoyed. 

3. In the prospects of usefuhiess he anticipated. 

4. In the hopes of heaven he entertained. 



(79*) P8« xix. 7. The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
souL 
I. What it is. 2. What it does. 



(80.) Gen. iii. 19. Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return. 

I. Man's Origin. 

1. How wonderful! 

2. How true! 

3. How humbling ! 

II. Man's Doom. 

1. Inevitable. 3. Partial. 

2. Just. 4. Temporary. 
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(8 1 .) Exod. V. a. Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice ? 

I. There is a Voice of the Lord which we are 

BOUND TO OBEY. 

1. In the works of nature. 

2. In the dispensations of Providence. 

3. In the dictates of conscience. 

4. In the Bible. 

II. There are ample' reasons why we should 

OBEY THE Voice of the Lord. Who is 
THE Lord ? 

1. He is thy Creator. 3. He is thy Governor. 

2. He is thy Benefactor. 4. He is thy Judge. 



(82.) Prov. iii. 5, 6. Trust in the Lord with all thine heart ; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

I. The Duty enjoined— Trust in the Lord. 

1. Entire. 

2. Exclusive. 

3. Uniform. 

II. The Blessing promised. 

1. Direction is necessary — On account of our own 

fallibility, the hazards of the way, and false 
guides. 

2. Direction is provided — By the pointings of Pro- 

vidence, by the lessons of the Bible, by the 
influences of the Holy Spirit. 
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(83.) laa. XXXV. 8-16. And an highway shall be there, and a 
way, and it shall be called, The way of holiness ; the 
unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for 
those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err 
therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous 
beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there ; 
but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ran- 
4 somed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads : they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. 

1. The way to heaven is a highway. 

2. The way to heaven is a holy way. 

3. The way to heaven is a plain way. 

4. The way to heaven is a safe way. 

5. The way to heaven is a happy way. 



(04*) Jer. xxiii. 5. A King shall reign and prosper. 

I. The Reign of Christ. 

1. It is rightful. 4. It is universal. 

2. It is mediatorial. 5. It is everlasting. 

3. It is spiritual. 

II. The Prosperity of His Reign. 

1. In the increase of His subjects. 

2. In the peacefulness of His dominions. 

3. In the vdse and kind administration of His laws. 

4. In the subjugation of His foes. 



(^5') J^* ^ 49 5- ^^ those days, and in that time, saith the 
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Lord^ the children of Israel shall come, they and the 
children of Judah together, going and weeping : they 
shall go, and seek the Lord then- God. They shall 
ask the way to Zion, with their feces thitherward, 
saying. Come, and let us join ourselves to the Lord 
in a perpetual covenant that shall not be foigotten. 

1. Thdr union. 4. Thdr decision. 

2. Thdr penitence. 5. Their self-dedication. 

3. Their devotion. 



(86.) Hosea ii. 7. I will go and return to my first husband ; for 
then was it better with me than now. 

I. The Resolution. 

1. It implies that a union has been formed between 

God and us. 

2. It implies that we have violated the union. 

3. It implies that we intend to renew the union. 

II. The Reason of the Resolution. 

1. It was better, because it was more dutiful. 

2. It was better, because it was more happy. 

3. It was better, because it was more advantageous. 

4. It was better, because it was more honourable. 



(87O Hosea ix. 15. All their wickedness is in Gilgal; for there 
I hated them. 

1. Gilgal was the scene where the Israelites 

observed the ordinance of Qrcumdsion. — 
Obligations arising from Baptism. 

2. Gilgal was the scene where the Israelites 
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observed the ordinance of the Passover. — 
Obligations arising from the Lord's Supper. 

Gilgal was the scene where the Saviour appeared 
to Joshua as the Captain of the Lord's hosts. 
— Obligations arising from divine manifesta- 
dons. 

Gilgal was the scene where the Israelites set 
up twelve stones to commemorate thdr pas- 
sage of the Jordan. — Obligations arising from 
divine interpositions. 



(88.) Zech. xiv. »o, ai. In that day shall there be upon the bells 
of the horsesy Holiness unto the Lord ; and the pots 
in the Lord's house shall be like the bowls before the 
altar. Yea^ every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall 
be holiness unto the Lord of hosts ; and all they that 
sacrifice shall come and take of them^ and seethe 
therein : and in that day there shall be no more the 
Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts. 

1. The holiness here predicted is evangelical. 

2. The holiness here predicted is conspicuous and 

attractive. 

3. The holiness here predicted is exemplified in 

the lives of the ministers of the Gospel. 

4. The holiness here predicted embraces the trans- 

actions of ordinary business. 

5. The holiness here predicted reaches to the social 

enjoyments of Christian professors. 
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6. The holiness here predicted pervades religious 

worship. 

7. The holiness here predicted purifies the com- 

munion of the Christian Church. 



(89*) ^^* i* 8. I am Alpha and Omega, the begimiing and the 
ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Ahnighty. 

1 . He is the Alpha and Omega of the entire creation. 

2. He is the Alpha and Omega of the divine 

manifestations. 

3 . He is the Alpha and Omega of the inspired volume. 

4. He is the Alpha and Omega of the scheme of 

redemption. 

5. He is the Alpha and Omega of spiritual life in 

the believer. 

6. He is the Alpha and Omega of future happiness. 



(90.) Luke xxiiL %%. There they crucified him* 

1. There — ^the place. 3. Crucified — the crime. 

2. They — the agents. 4. Him — the sufferer. 



(91.) Luke xxiii. 33. The place which is called Calvary. 

1. It was the scene of strange prodigies. 

2. It was the scene of unequalled suffering. 

3. It was the scene of all-sufficient sacrifice. 

4. It was the scene of glorious triumph. 

5. It was the scene of peerless example. 
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(92 •) Jo^ "• *!• B^t ^c spake of the temple of his body. 

1. It was the shrine of the divine inhabitation. 

2. It was the medium of divine manifestation. 

3. It was the mirror of divine glory. 

4. It was the instrument of divine service. 



(93 JoImi ii. 19. Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up. 

I. The Temple. 

1. The body of Christ may be compared to the 

temple in its structure. 

2. The body of Christ may be compared to the 

temple in its contents. 

3. The body of Christ may be compared to the 

temple in its use. 

4. The body of Christ may be compared to the 

temple in its sanctity. 

II. The Destruction of the Temple. 

1. Its nature. 

2. Its degree. 

3. Its mode. 

III. The Restoration of the Temple. 

1. The architect. 

2. The identity of the fabric. 

3. The perfection of the workmanship. 



(940 Luke xxiv. 47. And that repentance and remission of sins 
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should be preached in his name among all nations^ 
beginning at Jerusalem. 

I. What were the Apostles commanded to 

PREACH? 

I. Repentance. 2. Remission of sins. 

II. How WERE THEY COMMANDED TO PREACH ? 

1. By His authority. 

2. Through His merits. 

3. In dependence on His grace. 

III. Where were they commanded to preach ? 

1. The whole world was to be the field of thdr 

operations. 

2. Jerusalem was to be the point at which they 

entered on that field. 



(950 Luke xxiv. 47. Beginning at Jerusalem. 

1. Because it was the place predicted by God. 

2. Because it was the place where the truth of the 

Gospel would be most satisfactorily estab- 
lished. 

3. Because it was the place where the love of Jesus 

would be most signally manifested. 

4. Because it was the place over which divine judg- 

ments were impending. 

5. Because it was the place which would form 

the best centre for the evangelization of the 
world. 
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(9^0 Matt xxiv. 2. And Jesus said unto them^ See ye not all 
these things ? Verily I say unto you, There shall not 
be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down. 

1. The destructioii of the temple of Jerusalem was 

an illustration of the instability of all earthly 
grandeur. 

2. The destruction of the temple of Jerusalem was 

an instance of God's punishment of sin in the 
present world. 

3. The destruction of the temple of Jerusalem was 

an example of the fulfilment of Scripture 
prophecy. 

4. The destruction of the temple of Jerusalem was a 

proof of the abolition of the Mosaic economy. 

5. The destruction of the temple of Jerusalem was 

a cause of the dispersion of the Jews. 



(97*) Mark ii. 7. Who can forgive sins but God only ? 

1. We cannot forgpive our own sins. 

2. No human being can forgave our sins. 

3. God alone can for^ve our sins. 

4. God forgives our sins only for Christ's sake. 

5. The agency of Christ in the for^veness of sin 

proves that He is God. 



(980 Luke xii. 3a. Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's 
good pleasiure to give you the kingdom. 
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I. What Christ says of His People. 

1. They are a flock. 

2. They are a litde flock. 

3. They are a timid flock. 

II. What Christ says to His People. Fear not 

Poverty, Suffering, GmLT, Sin, Death, 
Satan. 

1. They have God as thdr Father. 

2. They are heirs of a kingdom. 

3. Thdr mheritance is secure. 



(990 Eccles. ix. lo. Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou 
goest. 

I. The Injunction that is here delivered. 

1. The duty to which it relates — believing in 

Christ, the pursuit of personal holiness, doing 
good to the bodies and souls of men. 

2. The manner in which the duty is to be per- 

formed — with promptitude, with energy, 
with perseverance. 

II. The Consideration by which it is enforced. 

1. We are all travelling to the grave. 

2. We cannot attend to this duty beyond the grave. 

3. We cannot escape beyond the grave from the 

consequences of neglecting this duty here. 
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(100.) I Cor. xii. 3. No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but 
by the Holy Ghost. 

I. Explain this statement. 

1. It means that no man can repeat this proposition 

with a full conviction of its truth. 

2. It means that no man can repeat this proposition 

with a just sense of its importance. 

3. It means that no man can repeat this proposition 

with a due perception of its glory. 

4. It means that no man can repeat this proposition 

with a cordial reliance on its object. 

II. Show the grounds on which it rests. 

1. The proposition is so humbling. 

2. The proposition is so holy. 

3. The proposition is so contrary to all our natural 

leanings. 

( loi.) a Peter iii. 18. Grow in grace. 

I. 'Mention some things which are supposed to 

BE Evidences of Growth in Grace, but 

ARE NOT. 

1. Increase of religious knowledge. 

2. Increase of religious ^ts. 

3. Increase of religious zeal. 

4* Increase of religious emotions. 

II. Mention some things which are infallible 

Evidences of Growth in Grace. 
I. Humility. 2. Spirituality. 
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3. Self-denial. 

4. Watchfulness. 

5. Care for the souls of men. 

6. Love to God, and a desire to promote His glory. 



(102.) Luke xxili. 54. And that day was the preparation, and 
the Sabhath drew on. 

I. The Saturday Evening of the Week. 

1. In meditation. 

2. In Bible-reading. 

3. In prayer. 

4. In earnest preparation for the duties of the ap- 

proaching day. 

II. The Saturday Evening of Life. 

1. The work of the week is ended. 

2. The performance of the week is judged. 

3. The wages of the week are paid. 

4. The day of rest is at hand. 

III. The Saturday Evening of Time. 

1. The winding up of the affairs of the world. 

2. The extensive diffusion of the Gospel. 

3. The last conflict of great principles. 

4. The dawn of the Millennium. 

(103.) Phil. ii. 9. And given him a name which is above every 
name. 

1. In meaning. 3. In power or influence. 

2. In dignity. 4. In duration. 
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(104.) Phil. i. a I. To die is gain. 

1. Comparative. 3. Incalculable. 

2. Immediate. 4. Everlasting. 



(105.) Mai. i. 6. A son honoureth his father, and a servant his 
master : if then I be a fether, where is mine honour ? 
and if I be a master, where is my fear ? 

1. There are duties which confessedly spring out 

of the relations of man to man. 

2. There are duties which spring from the analogous 

relations of man to Gk)d. 

3. The duties which man owes to God are gene- 

rally neglected. 

4. The most exemplary discharge of the duties 

which man owes to man cannot compensate 
for the neglect of the duties man owes to God. 



( 106.) Mai. i. 8. And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not 
evil ? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil ? 
offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased 
with thee, or accept thy person? saith the Lord of 
hosts. 

I. The Appeal. 

1. To the dictates of conscience. 

2. To the usages of human life. 

II. The Lessons the Appeal suggests. 

I. We have all failed in the discharge of our duty 
to God. 

E 
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2. Our failure in the discharge of our duty to God 

is incapable of defence. 

3. We need a Saviour. 

4. Our services can be accepted by God only 

through the mediation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 



(107.) Mai. i. II. For from the rising of the sun, ev6n unto the 
going down of the same, my name shall be great among 
the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be ofiered 
unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall 
be great among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts. 

I. The universal Diffusion of the Gospel. 

I. As to places. 2. As to peoples. 

II. The universal Oelebration of God's Cha- 

racter. 

1 . The extent of His perfections. 

2. Their harmony. 

3. The happiness arising from their manifestation. 

III. The universal Observance of God's Worship. 

1. Pure from Paganism. 

2. Pure from Judaism. 

3. Pure from formality. 

4. Pure from sinful affections. 



(108.) Mai. i. 14. But cursed be the deceiver, which hath in 
his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto 
the Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great King, 
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saith the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful 
among the heathen. 

I. Identify the Deceivers here described. 

1. Those who do not give to God the best exer- 

cise of their powers and faculties. 

2. Those who do not give to God the best season 

of their life. 

3. Those who do not give to God the best portion 

of their time. 

4. Those who do not give to God the best share 

of their property. 

II. Illustrate the Curse here denounced. 

1 . It is the curse of a King. 

2. It is the curse of a great IQng. 

3. It is the curse of a great King, who has already 

wrought dreadful judgments. 



{109.) Mai. ii. a. If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to 
heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the Lord of 
hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will 
curse your blessings; yea, I have cursed them abeady, 
because ye do not lay it to heart. 

I. The Duty enjoined. 

1 . Repentance glorifies God as an omnipresent and 

omniscient God. 

2. Repentance glorifies God as a just and holy God. 

3. Repentance glorifies God as a merciful and 

gracious God. 
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4. Repentance glorifies God as a true and faithful 
God. 
II. The Evil threatened. 

1. He will curse the personal blessings of the im- 

penitent. 

2. He will curse their domestic blessings. 

3. He will curse their national blessings. 

4. He will curse thar religious blessings. 



(no.) Mai. iii. i. Behold^ I will send my messenger^ and he 
shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in : behold, 
he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. 

I. A Description of John the Baptist. 

I. Of his mission. 2. Of his office. 

II. A Description of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1. His titles: the Lord, the Messenger of the 

Covenant. 

2. His advent : He shall come, to His temple, sud- 

denly. 

III. A Description of the Christian. 

I. He seeks Christ. 2. He delights in Christ. 



(ill.) Mai. iii. i. The messenger of the covenant. 

1. The covenant. 

2. The agency of Christ in the administration of 

the covenant before His incarnation. 
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3. The agency of Christ in the administration of 
the covenant since His ascension. 



(112.) Mai. iii. a. But who may abide the day of his coming ? 
and who shall stand when he appeareth ? 

I. The Second Coming of Christ. 

1. As to its certainty, it ij indisputable. 

2. As to its manner, it will be glorious and sudden. 

3. As to its end, it is to judge the world, and to 

separate His friends from His foes. 

II. The Inquiry proposed concerning those who 

SHALL be safe AT THE SeCOND CoMING OF 

Christ. 

1. Those who shall not be safe. Not the infidel, 

not the sensualist, not the worldling, not the 
self-righteous, not the hypocrite. 

2. Those who shall be safe. Believers in Christ, 

the spiritual-minded, the heavenly-minded, 
the humble, the sincere. 



(113.) Mai. ill. 6. For I am the Lord, I change not. 

1. God is unchangeable in His essence. 

2. God is unchangeable in His perfections. 

3. God is unchangeable in His purposes. 

4. God is unchangeable in His promises. 

5. God is unchangeable in the principles of His 

administration. 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 PLANS OF SERMONS. 



( 114') Mai. iii. 7. Even fix)m the days of your fathers ye are gone 
away fh>m mine ordinances^ and have not kept them. 

1. Irregular attendance on the house of God. 

2. A want of reverence and solemnity of feeling. 

3. A spirit of cavilling and critidsm. 

4. Worldly desires and dispositions. 

5. Deficiency in prayer. 



(115.) Mai. iii. 8. Will a man rob God? 

I. The Ways in which this Sin may be committed. 

1. We may rob God of our love. 

2. We may rob God of our obedience. 

3. We may rob God of our property. 

4. We may rob God of our time. 

5. We may rob God of our worship. 

II. The Malignity of this Sin. 

1. How ungrateful ! 3. How audacious ! 

2. How reckless! 4. How desperate! 



(116.) Mai. iii. 10. Prove me now. 

1. With regard to the pardon of our sin for 

Christ's sake. 

2. With regard to the purifying influence of the 

Gospel. 

3. With regard to our guidance in the investigation 

of religious truth. 

4. With regard to the supply of our temporal wants. 
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5. With regard to the happiness of personal re- 

ligion. 

6. With regard to answers to prayer. 

( 1 17«) Mai. iii. 14. Ye have said, It is vain to serve God; and 
what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and 
that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of 
hosts ? 

I. The Nature of Practical Religion. 

1. To serve God. 

2. To keep His ordinance. 

3. To walk mournfully before Him. 

II. Its alleged Unprofitableness. 

1. By those who misunderstand its nature. 

2. By those who dislike its requirements, 

3. By those who compromise its claims. 

4. By those who neglect its service. 

III. Its eminent Advantages. 

1. It ^ves a patent of true nobility. 

2. It gives a guarantee of present happiness. 

3. It gives a passport to future glory. 



(118.) Mai. iii. 16, 17. Then they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and 
heard it; and a book of remembrance was written 
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up 
my jewels ; and I will spare them, as a man spareth 
his own son that serveth him. 
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I. The Characteristics of the Saints of the age 

OF Malachi. 

1. They feared the Lord. 

2. They thought on the name of the Lord. 

3. They spake often one to another. 

II. The Privileges by which they were distin- 

guished. 

1. Divine approbation. 3. Divine honour. 

2. Divine remembrance. 4. Divine exemption. 



(l 190 Mai. iii. 17. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels. 

I. God's jewels — His People. 

1. For their rarity. 3. Their value. 

2. Their beauty. 4. Their preservation. 

II. The means by which He collects them. 

1. His word and ordinances. 

2. The dispensations of His providence. 

3. The influence of His Holy Spirit. 

III. The Period when He shall make them up. 

1. At the hour of death. 

2. On the day of judgment. 



(120.) Mai. iii. 18. Then shall ye return, and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked; between him that serveth 
God, and him that serveth him not. 

I. There are two great Classes into which the 
WHOLE Human Race may be divided. 
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1. They are distinguished by their state. 

2. They are distinguished by their character. 

II. These two Classes are now so intermixed 

AS TO OBSCURE THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
THEM. 

1 . They are intermingled in the family circle. 

2. They are intermingled in the arrangements of 

dvil society. 

3. They are intermingled in the house of God. 

4. They are intermingled in the membership of the 

Church. 

III. There is a Period when the distinction 

BETWEEN these TWO CLASSES SHALL BE 
RENDERED VISIBLE. 

1. The season of temporal calamity. 

2. The day of judgment. 

3. Eternity. 



(121.) Mai. iv. a. But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun 
of righteousness arise with healing in his wings. 

I. Illustrate the comparison of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to a Sun. 

1. His unapproachable pre-eminence. 

2. His benignant influence. 

3. His relation to the whole world. 

II. Describe His Restorative or Remedial Effi- 

cacy, 
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1. In the world. 

2. In a country. 

3. In an individual. 

III. Consider the Persons to whom His Efficacy 
IS confined. 

1. Who are they? 

2. Why are they the sole recipients of the promised 

blessing ? 



(122.) Mai. iv. a. The Sun of righteousness. 

1. Christ is the centre of the spiritual world. 

2. Christ is the source of light. 

3. Christ is the source of heat. 

4. Christ is the object of attraction. 

(123.) Mai. iv. 5, 6. Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord : And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, 
lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

1. The person foretold, 

2. The time of his appearance. 

3. The design of his mission. 

4. The evil he was intended to prevent. 



( 1 24.) Luke xix. 10. For the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost. 

I. The Natural Condition of Mankind. 
I. Missed their way to everlasting happmess. 
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2. Failed in the chief end of their bring. 

3. Unequal to their own recovery or restoration. 

II. The Work of the Redeemer. 

1. He seeks and saves fallen men by His incarna- 

tion and sacrifice. 

2. He seeks and saves fallen men by His personal 

ministry. 

3. He seeks and saves fallen men by the agency of 

His Spirit. 

4. He seeks and saves fallen men by the instru- 

mentality of His servants. 

III. The Nature in which the Redeemer executes 

His Work. 

1. He is a real man. 

2. He is a perfect man. 

3. He is a representative man. 

4. He is the God-man. 



(125.) John ill. 17. For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world ; but that the world through him 
might be saved. 

I. The End for which it was probable God would 
have sent his son, was to condemn the 
World. 

1 . When we consider the condition of the human race. 

2. When we consider the history of the divine dis- 

pensations. 
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3. When we consider the prediction of the treat- 
ment of the Gospel. 
II. The End for which God really sent His Son, 

WAS TO SAVE THE WoRLD. 

1. From error, by His teaching. 

2. From false models, by His example. 

3. From guilt, by His sacrifice. 

4. From sin, by His grace. 

5. From perdition, by His second coming. 



(126.) John X. 10. 1 am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly. 

I. The Design of the Saviour's Advent. 

1. As a Priest, He procures life. 

2. As a Prophet, He reveals it. 

3. As a King, He dispenses it. 

II. The Amplitude of the Design. 

1. More abundantly than Adam. 

2. More abundantly than the saints under the law. 

3. More abundantly than our former selves. 



(127.) Dan. ix. 25. Messiah the Prince. 

1. Prince of peace. 

2. Prince of life. 

3. Prince of the kings of the earth. 



(128.) Ps. xvi. 6. The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places ; 
yea, I have a goodly heritage. 
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1 . We may say so, when we condder the age in 

which we flourish. 

2. We may say so, when we consider the country 

in which we were born. 

3. We may say so, when we consider the religious 

privileges we enjoy. 

4. We may say so, when we consider the spiritual 

blessings with which we are enriched. 

(129.) Ps. xvi. 1 1. In thy presence is fulness of joy ; at thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

I. The Nature of the Happiness of Heaven. 

1. It springs from communion with God. 

2. It is sustained by the power of God. 

II. Its Properties. 

I. It is full. 2. It is eternal. 



(130.) Ps. xxii. 27. All the ends of the world shall remember, 
and turn imto the Lord ; and all the kindreds of the 
nations shall worship before thee. 
I. A Description of True Religion. 

1. It includes remembering. 

2. It includes turning unto the Lord. 

3. It includes worshipping before Him. 

n. A Prediction of the Universal Prevalence of 
True Religion. 

1 . This prediction is contained in the book of God. 

2. It is accompanied with the promise of an agency 

that secures its fulfilment. 
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3. It is already partially fulfilled. 

4. There is no natural improbability in its literal 

fulfilment. 



(131.) Ps. xxxvi. 7, 8. How excellent 18 thy loving-kindness^ O 
God ! therefore the children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings. They shall be abun- 
dantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou 
shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. 

I. The Excellence of God's Loving-kindness. 

1. It is unmerited. 4. It is munificent. 

2. It is disinterested. 5. It is endless. 

3. It is costly. 

II. The Duty it imposes on Men. 

1. Trust for the supply of their temporal wants. 

2. Trust for their preservation and comfort amid 

the trials of life. 

3. Trust for grace to maintain their spiritual stability 

and progress. 

4. Trust for admission into heaven. 

III. The Happiness it entitles Believers to ex- 

pect, 

1. In God's house on earth. 

2. In God's house in heaven. 



(132.) Ps. Ixxii. 17. His name shall endure for ever: his name 
shall be continued as long as the sun; and men shall 
be blessed in him : all nations shall call him blessed. 
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I . The Renown which the Saviour shall acquire. 

1, The sources from 'which it is derived. 

1. It is derived from the constitution of His person. 

2. It is derived from His work. 

3. It is derived from His reward. 

2. The duration through ivhich it shall last. 

II. The influence which the Saviour shall exert. 

1. Its beneficial nature. 

2. Its universal extent. 

3. Its unworldly methods. 



( ^ 33*) I*^ ^^^* 4* ^^ ^^^^^^ cared for my soul. 

I. What it is to care for the Souls of others. 

1. To have a firm conviction of the value of their 

souls. 

2. To feel alarming apprehensions of the danger to 

which their souls are exposed. 

3. To cherish tender solicitude for the welfare of 

their souls. 

4. To make zealous exertion to bring them to the 

Saviour. 

II. Who are they who ought to care for the 

Souls of others ? 

1. The ministers of the Gospel. 

2. The members of the Church. 

3. Heads of families. 

4. Sabbath-school teachers. 
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III. What are the Evils of not caring for the 
Souls of others ? 

1. How cruel ! 3. How criminal ! 

2. How ungrateful ! 4. How fatal! 



(134.) Ps. cxxxviii. 6. Though the Lord be high, yet hath he 
respect unto the lowly. 

I. The Majesty of God. 

1. Consider His eternity. 

2. Consider His immutability. 

3. Consider His power. 

4. Consider His goodness. 

II. The Condescension of God. 

1. Consider the persons to whom His preference is 

shown. 

2. Consider the special blessings with which He 

honours them. 



( 1 35') Ps. V. 7. But as for me, I will come into thy house in the 
multitude of thy mercy; and in thy fear will I worship 
toward thy holy temple. 

The Frame of Mind suitable to Public Worship. 

I. Grateful. 

1. A grateful remembrance of past mercies. 

2. A grateful sense of present mercies. 

3. A grateful anticipation of future mercies. 

II. Reverential. 
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1. There should be fear of God, of His power, of 

His wisdom, of His love. 

2. The fear should be, not servile, but childlike. 

3. The fear should be profound and penetrating. 



( 1 3^0 Ps- xc. 12. So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts imto wisdom. 

Views of Life which should prompt us to attend 
TO the Interests of Religion. 

1. Its shortness. 

2. Its uncertainty. 

3. Its relation to immortality. 

4. Its vanity if considered in itself. 



(l 37*) Ps- Ixxiii. 24, »5. Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, 
and afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I 
in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth 
that I desire beside thee. 

I. The Blessings the Saint expects from God. 

I. Guidance. 2. Glory. 

II. The Delight the Saint feels in God. 

1. He loves him above all in heaven. 

2. He loves him above all on earth. 



(138.) Ps. cvii. 31. Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and ibr his wonderful works to the children 
of men ! 

I. The Goodness of God. 
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1. It is independent. 3 • It is wise. 

2. It is unchangeable. 4. It is wide-spread. 

II. The Wonderfulness of the Works of God. 

1. In the constitution of man. 

2. In the adaptation of the external world to the 

wants of man. 

3. In the government of the human race. 

4. In the economy of redemption. 

III. The Praise due to God for both. 

1. It should be offered by all. 

2. It should be offered with the heart. 

3. It should be offered in every available method. 

4. It should be offered through the mediation of 

Christ. 



( 1 39') Ps* cxliv. 15. Happy is that people that is in such a case , 
yea, happy is that people whose God is the Lord. 

I. The Elements of which the Happiness of God's 

People consists. 

1. Peace. 

2. Love. 

3. Hope. 

II. The Attributes by which the Happiness of 

God's People is distingxhshed. 

1. It is substantial. 4. It is holy. 

2. It is intense. 5. It is ever-during. 

3. It is uninterrupted. 
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III. The Objections which are brought against 
THE Happiness of God's People. 

1. Has not religion its sorrows ? 

2. Has not reli^on its restraints ? 

3. Has not reli^on its perils and persecutions ? 

4. Has not religion its disappointments ? 

( 14^0 Ps. Ixviii. 1 8- Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led 
captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; 
yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them. 

I. The fact of our Lord's Ascension, 

1. The nature in which He ascended. 

2. The place to which He ascended. 

3. The circumstances in which He ascended. 

II. The Q)nquests by which our Lord's Ascension 

was signalized. 

1. His conflict. 

2. His victory. 

3. His triumph. 

III. The Benefits which flow from our Lord's 

Ascension* 

1. Their nature. 

2. Their objects. 

3. Their design. 

(141.) Ps. cxxvi. 6. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him. 
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I. The Labourer. 

1. The minister of the Gospel may be compared 

to a sower, because his office demands active 
exertion, because his office is important, be- 
cause his office has reference to futurity. 

2. The seed he scatters is precious on account of 

its nature, its rarity, its value, its effects. 

II. His Discouragements. 

1. From a sense of his own weakness and insuffi- 

ciency. 

2. From the magnitude of the obstacles he encoun- 

ters. 

3. From the disappointments (the frequency of) he 

undergoes. 

4. From a sense of his responsibility. 
HI. His Success. 

1. It is future. 

2. It is certain. 

3. It is joyful. 



(142.) Ps. xxxi. 5. Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou 
hast redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. 

I. The dying Saint's Confidence in God. 

1. It implies a firm conviction that the soul will 

survive the body. 

2. It implies a high estimate of the value of the 

soul. 
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3. It implies a profound impression of the solemnity 

of death. 

4. It implies an unwavering belief that God is will- 

ing to receive the soul. 
II. The Grounds of his Confidence. 

1. On the work of redemption. 

2. On the promises of Scripture. 



(143.) Ps. xc. I, a. Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all 
generations. Before the mountains were brought forth , 
or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 
even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 

I. The Infinite Duration of God's Existence. 

I. It had no beginning. 2. It will have no end. 

II. The Relation which God sustains to His 

People. 

1. As their dwelling-place, He is their asylum in 

every danger. 

2. As their dwelling-place. He is the source of all 

their happiness. 

3. As thdr dwelling-place. He is the centre of their 

affections. 

III. The Emotions with which the Relation God 

sustains to His People should be con- 
templated. 

1. Gratitude. 3. Humility. 

2. Delight. 4. Confidence. 
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(144.) Ps. cxvi. 7. Retiim unto thy rest, O my soul. 

I. In what sense is God the Rest of the Soul ? 

1. Because in Him it finds repose in all its doubts. 

2. Because in Him it finds refuge from its fears of 

punishment. 

3. Because in Him it finds a centre for its affections. 

4. Because in Him it finds an all-sufEdent object 

of dependence. 

5. Because in Him it finds its chief end. 

II. In what circumstances should we call upon 

OUR Som. TO RETURN TO GOD AS ITS ReST ? 

1. When we feel an incipient inclination to depart 

from Him. 

2. When we have been guilty of actual backsliding 

from Him. 

3. When we have recdved spedal benefits from 

Him. 



(145.) Ps. Ixvi; 18. If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me. 

I. The State of Heart supposed. 

1. We regard iniquity in our heart when we shrink 

from the duty of self-examination. 

2. We regard iniquity in our heart when we de- 

light in meditating on deeds of wickedness 
we are prevented by providential restraints 
from committing. 
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3. We regard iniquity in our heart when we reflect 

on our past sins without sorrow. 

4. We regard iniquity in our heart when we prac- 

tise ^ in secret. 

5. We regard iniquity in our heart when we are 

not wrestling against sin. 
II. The Threatening denounced. 

1. It is sincere. 

2. It is just. 
5. It is awfuL 



(146.) Ps. Ixxii. 6-11. He shall come down like rain upon the 
mown grass ; as showers that water the earth. In his 
days shall the righteous flourish ; and abundance of 
peace so long as the moon endureth. He shall have 
dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto 
the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wilder- 
ness shall bow before him ; and his enemies shall lick 
the dust. The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall 
bring presents : the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer 
gifts. Yea^ all kings shall fall down before him ; all 
nations shall serve him. 

I. The Nature of Christ's Reign. 

1. It is gentle in its influence. 

2. It is progressive in its development. 

3. It is mighty in its results. 

II. The Extent of Christ's Reign. 

I. It shall include the most distant regions. 
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2. It shall include the rudest tribes. 

3« It shall include the most exalted individuals. 



(147.) Ps. cxix. 57. Thou art my portion, O Lord. 

1. God is a suitable portion. 

2. God is a satisfying portion. 

3. God is a universally accessible portion. 

4. God is an ever-present portion. 

5. God is an unchang^g portion. 

6. God is an everlasting portion. 



(148.) Ps. cxix. 68. Thou art good, and doest good. 

I. Explain the Nature of Divine Goodness. 

1. It is perfect. 3. It is regulated. 

2. It is underived. 4. It is unchangeable. 

II. Exemplify its Operation. 

1. In our own powers and faculties. 

2. In the provision that is made for our temporal 

happiness. 

3. In the scheme of redemption. 

4. In the means of grace. 

5. In the glories of heaven. 



( 149*) Ps* ixxii. 16. There shall be an handful of com in the earth 
upon the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof shall 
shake like Lebanon: and they of the city shall flourish 
like grass of the earth. 
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I. The apparent Insignificance of the Gospel in 

ITS Origin. 

1. In its introduction into the world. 

2. In its structure as a system of religion.* 

3. In its operation on the heart. 

II. The PREVIOUS Improbability of its Success. 

1. There was powerful opposition to be encoun- 

tered, from the native enmity of the human 
heart, from long-established forms of error, 
from the spirit of the age, from the influence 
of Satan. 

2. There was a feeble agency employed, without 

eloquence, or power, or wealth. 

III. Its stupendous Results. 

1. The number of its converts. 

2. Thdr graces. 

3. Their influence. 



(150.) Ps. xlvi. 4. There is a river, the streams whereof shall 
make glad the dty of God, the holy place of the taber- 
nacles of the Most High. 

I. The River. 

1. Look at the source of the river. 

2. Look at the fulness of the river. 

3. Look at the stillness of the river. 

II. The Streams. 

I. The blood of Jesus. 
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2. The influences of the Holy Spirit. 

3. The doctrines and promises of the Gospel. 

4. The ordinances of religion. 
III. The Gladness. 

1. It arises from the beauty of the river. 

2. It arises from its subserviency to health. 
3* It arises from its fertilizing influence. 

4. It arises from its commercial importance. 

(151.) Ps. IxxxviL 3. Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city 
of God. 

1. Of its founder. 4. Of its history. 

2. Of its citizens. 5. Of its destiny. 

3. Of its immunities. 



(152.) Ps. cxix. 129. Thy testimonies are wonderfuL 

1. In their age. 4. In their preservation. 

2. In their style. 5. In thdr effects. 

3. In thdr contents. 

(^53*) P8. viiL 3, 4. When I con»der thy heavens, the work of 

thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast 

ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful of him ? 

and the son of man, that thou vintest him ? 

I. The Insignificance of Man when compared with 

THE Starry Heavens. 

1. In point of magnitude. 

2. In point of splendour and magnificence. 

3. In point of duration. 
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II. The signal Proofs of Regard with which, 

NOTWITHSTANDING HISInSIGNIFICANCE, MaN 
HAS BEEN HONOURED BY GoD. 

T. God embraces man in the scheme of His provi- 
dential government. 

2. God has devised and executed a plan for the 

redemption of man. 

3. God has caused His Son to assume the nature 

of man. 
4* God has admitted man to the honour of bdng 
I£s son by adoption and regeneration. 



(154*) Ps- cxliv. 3. Lord, what is man ? 

I. What was Man as he came from the hands of 

HIS Creator ? 

1. Rational. 3. Immortal. 

2. Responsible. 4. Holy and happy. 

II. What is Man in his present condition ? 

1. He is fallen. 

2. He is guilty. 

3. He is £(inful. 

4*. He is miserable, and helpless in his misery. 

III. What is Man when he has believed in Christ ? 

1. He is restored to a right relation to God. 

2. He is restored to a right disposition toward 

God. 

3. He enjoys the influences of the Holy Spirit. 
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4. He is in process of preparation for the heavenly 
world. 
IV. What shall Man- be when he is admitted 
INTO Heaven ? 

1. Free from sin and sorrow. 

2. Advanced to the perfection of his nature. 

3. Associated vnth angels. 

4. Near to his Saviour and hb God. 



i^55') Ps. Ixvi. 16. Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I 
will declare what he hath done for my soul. 

I. There are special Blessings which God has 

conferred on every true Christian. 

1. There is pardon of sin. 

2. There is a change of heart. 

3. There is victory over temptation. 

4. There are answers to prayer. 

II. Every true Christian delights to declare 

THE SPECIAL BlESSINGS WHICH GOD HAS 
CONFERRED ON HIM. 

1. From gratitude to God. 

2. From a deare to do good to others. 

3. From a regard to the gratification and improve- 

ment of his own soul. 

III. Every true Christian prefers to declare the 

SPECIAL Blessings which God has con- 
ferred ON him, when he is sure that 
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THOSE HE ADDRESSES HAVE A KINDRED EX- 
PERIENCE. 

1. They are more willing to listen to his declaradon- 

2. They are more qualified to appredate it. 

3. They are more likely to derive advantage from it. 



(156.) Ps. vii. 9. Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to 
an end. 

I. The Subject of the Prayer. 

1. The wickedness of the wicked is deep-seated. 

2. The wickedness of the vdcked assumes various 

forms. 

3. The wickedness of the wicked employs vast and 

complex agendes. 

4. The wickedness of the wicked is rapidly accumu- 

lating. 

II. The Substance of the Prayer. 

1. The \nckedness of the wicked comes to an end 

when the Txdcked are converted. 

2. The wickedness of the wicked comes to an end 

when the wicked are overawed by the moral 
influence of the people of God. 

3. The wickedness of the wicked comes to an end 

when the wicked shall disappear amid the 
universal prevalence of the Gospel. 

III. The Grounds of the Prayer. 
I. Zeal for the glory of God. 
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2. A benevolent concern for the well-being of the 

wicked. 

3. A regard to our own happiness and safety. 
IV. The Conditions of the Prayer. 

1. Holy example. 

2. Active effort for the suppression of the wicked- 

ness of the wicked. 



(^57*) Ps. Ixviii. 19. Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us 
with benefits, even the God of our salvation. 

I. The Relation which God sustains. 

1. The plan of salvation was de\dsed by God. 

2. The work of salvation was accomplished by God. 

3. The blessings of salvation are applied by God. 

4. The progress and final results of salvation are 

superintended by God. 

II. The Benefits which God confers. 

1. Their nature. 

2. Their number. 

3. Their frequency. 

III. The Return which God deserves. 

1. We should bless Him sincerely. 

2. We should bless Him affectionately. 

3. We should bless Him constantly. 

4. We should bless Him practically. 



( 1 5^0 Ps. 11. 4. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done 
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this evil in thy sight; that thou mightest be justified 
when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 

I. The Malignity of Sin as an Offence against 

God. 

1. It ignores His existence. 

2. It repudiates His government. 

3. It disputes His veracity. 

4. It impugns His justice. 

5* It hurls defiance against His omnipotence. 

II. The Equity of God in inflicting Punishment 

ON Sin. 

1. When we consider the number and aggravation 

of our sins. 

2. When we consider the nature of the Being 

against whom our sins are committed. 

3. When we consider our rejection of the Saviour. 



( 159O Ps. dii. 5. So that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
I. Explain the Figure. 

1. The eagle is the emblem of the mature Christian, 

in the penetration of hs eye. 

2. The eagle is the emblem of the mature Christian, 

in the elevadon of its flight. 

3. The eagle is the emblem of the mature Christian, 

in the swiftness of its modon. 

4. The eagle is the emblem of the mature Christian, 

in the dignity of its appearance. 
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II. Illustrate the Fact. 

1. In the recovery of health, after severe sickness. 

2. In the revival of religion in the soul, after a season 

of declension. 

3. In the glories of immortality. 



(160.) Ps. xlii. 4. When I remember these thmgs, I pour out 
my soul in me: for I had gone with the multitude; 
I went with them to the house of God, with the voice 
of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holy-day, 

I. The pleasures the Psalmist remembered. 

1. They were connected vnth the society he culti- 

vated. 

2. They were connected with the place hefrequented. 

3. They were connected with the day he observed. 

4. They were connected with the exercises in which 

he engaged. 

II. The sorrow the Psalmist experienced. 

1. Its occasion was the loss of religious pri\dleges. 

2. Its measure was the sensibility of his soul. 

3. Its expression was in the language of prayer. 



(161.) Ps. ex. 3. The day of thy power. 

1. The power of the Gospel resides in the endence 

by which it is authenticated. 

2. The power of the Gospel resides in the majesty 

by which it is characterized. 
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3. The power of the Gospel resides in the know- 

ledge of human nature it displays. 

4. The power of the Gospel reades in the love it 

reveals. 

5. The power of the Gospel resides in the divine 

influence by which it is accompanied. 



( 162.) Ps. Ixiii. 8. My soul foUoweth hard after thee. 

I. The State of Mind here depicted. 

1. It includes a persuasion that God alone is the 

portion of the soul. 

2. It includes a choice of God as the portion of 

our soul. 

3. It includes ardent desires after nearness to God. 
. 4. It includes earnest use of the means which have 

been appointed to bring and to keep us near. 

II. The Reasons why this State of Mind should 

BE CULTIVATED. 

1. It forms a safeguard against temptation. 

2. It supplies a perpetual stimulus to devotion. 

3. It imparts an impulse, constantly recurring, to do 

good to our own souls, and the souls of others. 

4. It turns every religious service into a source of 

pleasure. 



(163.) Ps. X. 4. The wicked, through the pride of his counte- 
nance, will not seek after God. 
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1. He is too proud of his own merit to seek God's 

mercy. 

2. He is too proud of his own strength to seek 

God's help. 

3. He is too proud of his own wisdom to seek 

God's teaching. 

4. He is too proud of his own happiness to seek 

God's favour. 



(164.) Ps. Ixix. 18. Draw nigh unto my soul. 

I. In what relations ? 

1. As a Father and Friend. 

2. As a Guide and Guardian. 

3. As a Redeemer and Portion. 

II. In what circumstances ? 

1. In reading the Bible, and meditating on it. 

2. In the exercise of prayer. 

3. In attendance on religious ordinances. 

4. In the season of affliction, and in the hour of 

death. 

III. For what end ? 

1. To establish communion with the soul. 

2. To repel evil from the soul. 

3. To prepare the soul for heaven. 



( 165.) Ps. xxxix. 3. While I was musing^ the fire burned. 
I. Subjects of Meditation. 
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1. The character of God. 

2. The plan of redemption. 

3. The dispensations of providence. 

4. Our own state and character. 

5. Our future in time and in eternity. 
II. Benefits of Meditation. 

1. By meditation the truths of reli^on are in- 

wrought into the texture of our thoughts. 

2. By meditation the influences of reli^on acquire 

greater power over our hearts. 

3. By meditation the exercises of reli^on are ren- 

dered easier and more delightful. 

4. By meditation the tendency or issue of religion 

is most vividly realized. 



(166.) Ps. iv. 4. Commune with your own heart. 

I. The Subjects of Self-examination. 

1. Our sins. 4. Our pleasures. 

2. Our conversion. 5. Our prayers. 

3. Our principles. 

II. The Manner in which it should be conducted 

1. Seriously. 

2. With reference to the Bible as a standard. 

3. With prayer for divine guidance. 

III. Its Advantages. 

I. Self-knowledge will direct us in the use of the 
means of grace. 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 PLANS OF SERMONS. 

2. Self-knowledge will assist us in the performance 

of religious duties. 

3. Self-knowledge will guard us against temptation. 



( 167.) I Tim. iv. 15. Meditate upon these things. 

I. The Nature of Meditation. 

1. It is not mere thinking. 

2. It is not study. 

3. It is set and sustained thought for a practical 

purpose. 

II. The Seasons of Meditation. 

1. Periods of solitude. 3. Seasons of sickness. 

2. Times of sleeplessness, 4. The Sabbath. 

III. Rules for Meditation. 

1. Lay up a good store of scriptural truth in the 

mind beforehand. 

2. Banish every thought that is out of keeping with 

the exercise. 

3. Apply the whole force and energy of the soul. 

4. lift up the heart to God in prayer. 

5. Let not the exercise be unduly protracted. 



(168.) a Cor. iv. a. By manifestation of the truth, commending 
ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 
I. The Preacher of the Gospel should address 
himself chiefly to the Conscience. 
I. To rouse it to action. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PLANS OF SERMONS. 93 

2. To awaken in it a sense of guilt. 

3. To set it in harmony with the Gospel. 

II. The Preacher of the Gospel should address 

HIMSELF TO THE CONSCIENCE THROUGH 

THE Truth. 

1. The truth concerning God. 

2. The truth concerning man. 

3. The truth concerning Christ. 

4. The truth concerning responsibility and retri- 

bution. 

III. The Preacher of the Gospel should address 

HIMSELF TO THE CONSCIENCE THROUGH 

THE Truth, as in the presence of God. 

1. The influence of the felt presence of God on* 

the preacher. 

2. The influence of the felt presence of God on 

the hearer. 



(169.) 2 Cor. iv. 3. But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost. 

I. When may the Gospel be said to be hid ? 

1. When it is not understood. 

2. When it is not believed. 

3. When its glory is not discerned. 

II. To WHOM IS THE GoSPEL HID ? 

1. They are lost to God. 

2. They are lost to, themselves. 
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3. They are lost to heaven. 

4. They are lost to hope. 



( 170-) 1 Cor. iv. 4. The glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God. 

1. It furnishes a glorious manifestation of the divine 

character. 

2. It contains a glorious provision for human 

necessities. 

3. It has won glorious triumphs in the world. 

4. It unfolds a glorious heaven. 

5. All its glories centre in Christ. 



-( 1 7 ^ •) a Cor. iv. 5. For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord ; and ourselves your savants for Jesus* sake. 

1. The proper subject of preaching. 

2. The proper manner of preaching. 

3. The proper motive of preachmg. 



(172.) a Cor. iv. 6. For God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the fece 
of Jesus Christ. 

I. The Author of Spiritual Illumination. 

1. It is the same God who created the world. 

2. It is in the exercise of the same power. 

3. It is the Holy Spirit. 

II. The Sphere of Spiritual Illumination. 
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1. It affects the heart. 

2. It affects the heart through the understanding. 

3. It affects the heart through the understanding, 

by the instrumentality of the word. 
III. The Medium of Spiritual Illumination. 

1. In Jesus Christ, we see the glory of God em- 

bodied in a living person. 

2. In Jesus Christ, we see the glory of God ex- 

hibited in a human form. 

3. In Jesus Christ, we see the glory of God fully 

revealed. 

4. In Jesus Christ, we see the glory of God displayed 

in the harmonious action of all His attributes. 



( I73O a Cor. iv. 7. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 
not of us. 

I. The Excellence of the Gospel. 

1. It is a valuable treasure. 

2. It is an abundant treasilre. 

3. It is a lasting treasure. 

II. The Instruments employed in preaching the 

Gospel. 

1. As to their orig^, 

2. As to their bodily and mental constitution. 

3. As to their social position. 

4. As to their official usefulness. 
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III. The Reason of the Choice of such Instru- 
ments. 

1 . From the simplicity of the means. 

2. From the inadequacy of the instruments. 

3. From the grandeur of the results. 



( 1740 * ^or. iv. 8. We are perplexed, but not in despair. 

I. The Christian's Perplexities. 

1. As to his spiritual state. 

2. As to the path of duty. 

3. As to the dispensations of providence. 

4. As to the want of answers to prayer. 

5. As to the study of the sacred volume. 

II. The Grounds of the Christian's Consolation 

AMID HIS Perplexities. 

1. They are not unexampled in the history of the 

saints. 

2. They do not necessarily affect our personal 

safety. 

3. They do not prevent the communication of divine 

influence. 

4. They may be removed during the present life. 

5. They shall be removed in eternity. 



(175*) John xvi. 8. And when he is come, he will reprove the 
world of sin. 

I. In WHAT Conviction of Sin consists. 
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// does not consist in a speculative knowledge of the 
scriptural doctrine of sin y or in the working of 
the natural conscience about sin ^ or in impressions 
on the imagination regarding sin. It consists in 
a serious y solemn^ and heartfelt sense 

1. Of the reality, 4. Of the guilt, 

2 . Of the number, 5. Of the danger of our sins. 

3. Of the greatness, 

II. In what way Conviction of Sin is produced. 

Through the Instrumentality of the Law. 

1. As recorded in the Ten Commandments. 

2. As expounded in the Sermon on the Mount. 

3. As magnified in the cross of Christ. 

4. As applied to the conscience by the Holy Spirit. 

III. With what Feelings Conviction of Sin is 

ATTENDED. 

1. Fear. 

2. Shame. 

3. Self-condemnation. 



(170-) Rom. ii. 15. Their conscience also bearing witness, and 
their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excus- 
ing one another. 
The Difference between Natural and Spiritual 
Convictions. 
I. They differ in the means by which they are 
produced. 



Digitized, by 



Google 



98 PLANS OF SERMONS. 

2. They differ in the principle from which they 

spring. 

3. They differ in the range over which they extend. 

4. They differ in the feelings to which they give 

rise. 

5. They differ in their duration. 



(177.) John XV. a 6. He shall testify of me. 

1. Of the value of His sacrifice. 

2. Of the prevalence of His intercession. 

3. Of the dimensions of His love. 

^ Of the suitableness and sufficiency of His salva- 
tion. 

5. Of the beauty and glory of His person and 
character. 



(178.) I Cor. xii. 3. Wherefore I give you to understand^ — ^that 
no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost. 

1. No man can say it \<dth due understanding of 

its meaning. 

2. No man can say it with cordial assent to its truth. 

3. No man can say it with a sense of personal in- 

terest in it. 



( I79O » Cor. v. 17. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new. 
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I. The Apostle's description of a Christian. 

1. The nature of the union between Christ and His 

people. 

2. The scriptural illustrations of it. 

II. His account of the Change which every 

Christian undergoes. 

1. Its author. 

2. Its magnitude. 

3. Its effect. 

III. His statement of the New Order of Things 

WHICH THIS Change introduces. 

1. The Christian has new views and sentiments. 

2. The Christian has new feelings and affections. 

3. The Christian has new joys and sorrows. 

4. The Christian has new principles and pursuits. 

5. The Christian has new aims and aspirations. 



(180.) John vi. 45. And they shall be all taught of God. 

1. The pupils. 4. The under teachers. 

2. The text-book. 5. The principal Teacher. 

3. The system of tuition. 



(181.) Rom. viii. 14. For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
Gody they are the sons of God. 

1. He leads them to the cross of Christ. 

2. He leads them to the throne of grace. 

3. He leads them to the volume of the book. 
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4. He leads them in the path of duty. 

5. He leads them through the mazes of trial and 

temptation. 

6. He leads them through the valley of the shadow 

of death. 

7. He leads them to Emmanuel's land. 



(182.) % Thess. ii. 13. Through sanctification of the Spirit. 

I. The Necessity of Sanctification. 

1. From the character of God. 

2. From the work of Christ. 

3. From the constitution of the covenant of grace. 

4. From our own happiness. 

II. The Nature of Sanctification. 

1. The rule. 

2. The principle. 

3. The model. 

III. The Agency of the Holy Spirit in Sanctifi- 

cation. 

1. Through the belief of the truth. 

2. Through the dispensations of providence. 

3. Through our own exertion. 

4. Through his immediate mfluence. 



(183.) I Cor. xi. 43. For I have received of the Lord that which 
also I delivered unto you. 
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Concerning the Names of the Ordinance, 

1. The Lord's Supper. 4. The Sacrament. 

2. The Communion. 5. The Feast. 

3. The Eucharist. 



(184.) I Cor. xi. 23. 

Concerning the Nature of the Ordinance, 

I. The Sacramental Emblems. 

1. The bread, the emblem of Christ's body or 

human nature. 

2. The cup, the emblem of his blood or sacrifice 

for sin. 

II. The Sacramental Actions. 

1. On the part of Christ, who blessed the elements, 

and gave them with His own hand to the 
disciples, after breaking the one and pouring 
out the other. 

2. On the part of the disciples, who received the 

bread and wine, and partook of them. 

III. The Sacramental Words. 

1. This b My body — ^the Incarnation. 

2. This is My body which is broken — ^the Passion. 

3. This is My body, which is broken for you — the 

Atonement. 

4. This cup is the new testament in My blood — the 

Covenant of Grace. 

5. This cup is the new testament in My blood, which 
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was shed for many for the remission of sms 
— Justification. ' 

6. Take, eat. Drink ye all of it — Faith. 



(185.) I Cor. xi. 23. 

Concerning the Design of the Ordinance, 

1. It is commemorating. 4. It is covenanting. 

2. It is confessing. 5. It is sealing. 

3. It is communicating. 



(186.) Matt. xix. ao. All these things have I kept from my youth 
up : what lack I yet ? 

I. Examine the young man's Boast. 

1. He boasted that his obedience was extensive. 

2. He boasted that his obedience was exact. 

3. He boasted that his obedience was constant. 

II. Answer his Question. 

1. He lacked a new heart. 

2. He lacked a sense of guilt and sin. 

3. He lacked faith in Christ. 

4. He lacked spirituality and self-denial. 



(187.) John iv. 10. Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou 
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to 
thee, Give me to drink ; thou wouldest have asked of 
him, and he would have given thee living water. 

I. Jesus is the g£t of Gk)d. 
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2. The Holy Spirit is the gift of Jesus. 

3. Prayer is the medium through which the pft of 

the Spirit is to be obtained. 

4. Much of the neglect of Jesus, and the blessings 

of His salvation, is to be ascribed to ignorance. 



(188.) John iv. 14. But whosoever diinketh of the water that I 
shall give him shall never thirst ; but the water that I 
shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing 
up into everlasting life. 

The Water is the Influence of the Holy Spirit. 

1. It is dispensed by Jesus. 

2. It is dispensed by Him freely. 

3. It operates constantly and powerfully in the heart. 

4. It is accompanied with a sense of satisfaction. 

5. It tends to eternal life, and issues in it 



(189.) Judges xiv. 14. Out of the eater came forth meat^ and 
out of the strong came forth sweetness. 

1. The introduction of sin. 

2. The death of Christ. 

3. The persecutions of the Church. 
^ The afflictions of Christians. 

5. The death of Christians. 



(190.) Matt. xvi. 18. And I say unto thee, That thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my church ; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
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I. The Foundation on which the Church rests. 

1. How ancient! 

2. How firm ! 

3. How enduring ! 

II. The Agency by which the Church is reared. 

1. Christ appoints the means. 

2. Christ provides the instruments. 

3. Christ communicates the blessing. 

III. The Perpetuity with which the Church 

SHALL BE HONOURED AND BLESSED. 

1. Notwithstanding the ravages of death. 

2. Notwithstanding the power and policy of Satan. 



(191O Rom. V. 10. For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son ; much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

1. Enemies — Reconciled. 

2. Reconciled — Saved. 

3. Death of Christ — Life of Christ. — (Three/old 

contrcut,) 



(192O Rom. vii. 9. For I was alive without the law once; but 
when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 

I. The estimate which Paul, before his Conver- 
sion, HELD OF HIS RELIGIOUS StATE. 

1. The nature of his mistake. 

2. The ground of his mistake. 
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II. The Change which ensued when Paul was 

BROUGHT under THE REGENERATING IN- 
FLUENCE OF THE Holy Spirit. 

1. Sin revived. 

2. He died. 

HI. The Means by which the Change was effected 
IN Paul — the Commandment. 

1. The nature of its power. 

2. The source of its power. 



( ^ 93 ' ) Prov. xiii. zo. He that walketh with wise men shall be wise. 

I. Who are the Wise ? 

1 . Those who seek the favour and friendship of God 

— ^the noblest of all ends, ^ 

2. Those who seek the favour and friendship of 

God, through a cordial acceptance of the 
Gospel— -the best of all means. 

II. How may we walk with the Wise ? 

1. By cherishing thdr principles. 

2. By cultivating their society. 

3. By perusing their publications. 

III. Why will walking with the Wise make us 

wise ? 

1. There is the force of example. 

2. There is the power of sympathy. 

3. There is the influence of conversation. 

4. There is the promise of God. 

H 
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( 1 94*) Prov. xiii. 20. But a companion of fools shall be destroyed. 

I. Who are Fools ? 

1. Those who occupy their time and thoughts with 

trifles. 

2. Those who neglect important truths and realities. 

3. Those who do not prepare for great and un- 

avoidable events, 

II. How MAY WE WALK WITH FoOLS ? 

1. By following their example. 

2. By frequenting their company. 

3. By reading their books. 

III. What are the consequences of being the 

Companion of Fools ? 

1. We shall be tainted with their vices. 

2. We shall share their present sufferings. 

3. We shall be involved in thdr everlasting doom. 



( I95O Acts xix. 19. Many of them also which used curious arts 
brought their books together, and burned them before 
all men : and they counted the price of them, and 
found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 

1. It was a proof of their indignation against the 

sins to which they had been addicted. 

2. It was a profession of their determination never 

to return to these sins. 

3. It was a removal of a strong temptation to return 

to their sins. 
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4. It was a declaration of their victory over the love 

of the world. 

5. It was a preventive of their doing harm to others. 



(ipO') Heb. iv. a. The word preached did not profit them, not 
being mixed with &ith in them that heard it. 

I. There must be Faith before Hearing. 

1. Faith in the inspiration of the Scriptures. 

2. Faith in the divine institution of preaching. 

3. Faith in the power of prayer. 

II. There must be Faith in Hearing. 

1. Fdth will lead to reverence. 

2. Faith will lead to candour. 

3. Faith vinUl lead to self-application. 

4. Faith vdll lead to impartiality. 

hi. There must be Faith after Hearing. 

1. To retain the truth in the memory. 

2. To impress it on the heart. 

3. To reduce it to practice. 

4. To diffuse its influence. 

5. To ascribe its efficacy to God. 



(197.) I Cor. xi. 17. Now in this that I declare unto you I praise 
you not, that ye come together not for the better, but 
for the worse. 

I. Describe the Hearers of the Gospel to whom 
this Language may be addressed. 
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1 . Those who do not attend the house of God from 

proper motives. 

2. Those who do not attend the house of God in 

a proper spirit. 

3. Those who do not attend the house of God with 

proper effects. 
II. Explain the Evil of their Conduct. 

1. In reference to God. 

2. In reference to mimsters. 

3. In reference to themselves. 



( 1 980 Matt. xi. 7. What went ye out into the wilderness to see? 

I. We ought always to have an end in view 

in attending the ministrations of the 
Sanctuary. 

1. It is due to ourselves. 

2. It is due to God. 

3. It is due to the occasion. 

II. There are some ends we ought not to pro- 

pose TO ourselves. 

1. The gratification of curiosity. 

2. The exercise of a critical and censorious spirit. 

3. The improvement of our social position. 

4. The pacifying of our conscience, 

III. There are some ends that should always be 

PRESENT TO OUR THOUGHTS. 

I. Conversion. 2. Instruction. 
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3. Impression. 

4. The diffusion of the Gospel. 



( 1 99') Roni. xi. a. Wot ye not what the Scripture saith of Elias ? 
Reasons of Mistake concerning the number of 
THE Righteous. . 

1. The obscurity of thdr social position. 

2. The modesty of their character. 

3. The quiet with which they were brought to the 

faith of the Gospel. 

4. The diversity of their doctrinal sentiments. 

5. Their practical inconsistencies. 



(200.) a Kings ii. 14. Where is the Loni God of Elijah ? 

I. The Characteristics of Elijah's God. 

1. He was a prayer-hearing God. 

2. He was a wonder-working God. 

3. He was a Church-preserving God. 

4. He was a saint-honouring God. 

II. The Reasons that may lead us to inquire 

WHERE Elijah's God now is. 

1. Few prayers are answered. 

2. Few wonders are wrought. 

3. Little faith is exercised. 

4. little prosperity is enjoyed. 

hi. The Answers that may be given to the 
Inquiry where Elijah's God now is. 
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1. In heaven. 

2. In the Church. 

3. In the hearts of His people. 

IV. The Effect our Consideration of this Inquiry 

SHOULD produce. 

1. It should humble us. 

2. It should rouse us to prayer. 

3. It should stimulate us to attempt great things in 

the name of Elijah's God. 



(201.) I Kings xix. 9. And he came thither unto a cave, and 
lodged there: and, behold, the word of the Lord came 
to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, 
Elijah? 

1. This question may be addressed to the flagrant 

sinner in the cave of concealment. 

2. This question may be addressed to the awakened 

smner in the cave of despair. 

3. This question may be addressed to the convert 

in the cave of cowardice. 

4. This question may be addressed to the prosper- 

ous Christian in the cave of ease. 

5. This question may be addressed to the dis- 

appointed Christian in the cave of chagrin. 



(202.) I Kings xix. la. And after the fire a stiU small voice. 

I. This vision may be regarded as emblematical of 
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God's preference of gentleness to force, of 
love to terror, in the execution of His purposes. 

2. This vision may be regarded as emblematical of 

the difference of the Law and the Gospel. 

3. This vision may be regarded as emblematical of 

the process of conversion. 



(203.) a Kings viii. 13. And Hazad said, But what ! is thy ser- 
vant a dog, that he should do this thing ? 

1. How little do we know of our own heart ! 

2. How fearful a deterioration of character a slight 

change of circumstances might produce in us ! 

3. How grateful we should be for the restraints of 

divine providence and grace ! 

4. How watchful and how prayerful we should be ! 



(204.) Matt. xi. 4. Jesus answered and said vuito them, Go and 
show John again those things which ye do hear and see. 

1. Our Sa^dour's works were words. 

2. His works were wonders. 

3. His wonders were wonders of mercy. 

4. His wonders of mercy were suited to the neces- 

sities of man. 

5. The suitableness of His wonders of mercy to the 

necessities of man is a satisfactory proof of his 
Messiahship. 



(205.) Zech. L 5. Your fathers, where are they ? 
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1. The death of our fathers reminds us of our own 

mortality. 

2. The death of our fathers reminds us of our own 

obligations. 

3. The death of our fathers reminds us of their 

principles. 

4. The death of our fathers reminds us of our 

prospects of reunion with them. 

5. The death of our fathers reminds us of the 

grandeur of immortality. 



(206.) Zech. i. ao. And the Lord showed me four carpenters. 

I. The Truth exhibited in this Vision. 

1. The champions of the Church are as numerous 

as its assailants. 

2. The champions of the Church are more power- 

ful than its assdlants. 

3. The champions of the Church are seasonably 

provided. 

II. The Ground on which this Truth rests. 

1. On the love, 

2. On the power, 

3. On the promises, 

4. On the dispensations of God. 



(207.) Zech. ii. 4. Run, speak to this young man. 
I. Tell him he has a wicked heart. 
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2. Tell him he ought to become a Christian. 

3. Tell him he should improve the season of youth. 

4. Tell him he should beware of evil company. 

5. Tell him he should attend to Bible-reading, and 

to prayer. 



(208.) Zech. ii. 5. For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall 
of fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst 
of her. 

1. A promise of God's presence in the Church. 

2. A promise of His protection. 

3. A promise of His grace. 



(209.) Zech. li. 8. For he that toucheth you toucheth the apple 
of his eye. 

1. The figure is expressive of intimate union. 

2. The figure is expressive of high appreciation. 

3. The figure is expressive of earnest attention. 

4. The figure is expressive of intense sympathy. 

5. The figure is expressive of watchful care. 



(210.) Zech. ii. 13. Be silent, O all flesh, before the Lord: for 
he is raised up out of his holy habitation. 

I. The Occasions on which a special Interposi- 
tion OF THE Almighty may be expected. 

1. When vice is rampant. 

2. When public oppression prevails. 
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3. When the truths of the Bible are assailed. 

4. When importunate prayer is offered, 
II. The Effect. 

1. There should be the silence of heartfelt awe. 

2. There should be the silence of consdous guilt. 

3. There should be the ^ence of unmurmuring 

submission. 

4. There should be the silence of blissful satis- 

faction. 



(211.) Zech. liL i. And he showed me Joshua the high priest 
standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to resist him. 

I. The Position of the High Priest. 

1. He stands before the angel of the Lord. 

2. He stands before the angel of the Lord as an 

accused person. 

3. He stands before the angel of the Lord as an 

accused person, to pray. 

II. The Opposition of Satan. 

1. It was prompt. 

2. It was directed against Joshua as the high priest. 

3. It assumed the form of accusation against Joshua. 

4. It was intended to interrupt or thwart Joshua in 

bis prayer. 

(212.) Zech. iiL i. 

The Interposition of Christ. 
I. Its Natuke. 
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1. He appealed to Jehovah to rebuke Satan. 

2. He pardoned Joshua. 

3. He bestowed on Joshua many honours. 
II. Its Reasons. 

I. His purpose. 2. His work. 



(213.) Zech. iii. a. Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire ? 

I. The Danger. 

1. The brand is fit for the fire. 

2. The brand is scorched by the fire. 

3. The brand is destined to the fire. 

4. The brand is unable to deliver itself from the fire. 

II. The Deliverance. 

1. Its Author. 3. Its permanence. 

2. Its completeness. 4. Its benefits. 
HI. The Exclamation. 

1 . With regard to the Speaker, it expresses triumph. 

2. With regard to the enemy of souls, it hurls de- 

fiance. 

3. With regard to the spectators, it challenges ad- 

miration. 

4. With regard to the person delivered from the 

danger, it demands gratitude. 



(2 14.) Zech. iii. 6, 7. And the angel of the Lord protested unto 
Joshua^ saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, If thou 
wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, 



Digitized by 



Google 



ii6 PLANS OF SERMONS. 



then thou shak also judge my house, and shalt also 
keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk 
among these that stand by. 

I. What the Angel of the Lord enjoined on 

Joshua. 

1. Personal holiness. 

2. Official fidelity. 

II. What the Angel of the Lord promised to 

Joshua. 

1. The continuance of his present privileges. 

2. Admission to nobler society hereafter. 



(215*) Zech. iii. 9. Upon one stone shall be seven eyes. 

1. The eye of God. 

2. The eye of angels. 

3. The eye of Satan. 

4. The eye of those who saw Him in the days of 

His flesh. 

5. The eye of those who now believe in Him. 

6. The eye of those who shall afterwards believe 

in Him. 

7. The eye of the redeemed in heaven. 



(216.) Zech. iii. 10. In that day^ saith the Lord of hosts, shall 
ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and 
under the fig-tree. 

I. Undisturbed peace. 3. Active benevolence. 
2 Social happiness. 4. Religious zeal. 
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(217.) Zech, iv. a. What seest thou ? 

1. Describe the vision itself. 

2. State the historical facts to which it relates. 

3. Explain the spiritual truths which it embodies — 

that the Lord Jesus Christ is both Priest and 
King ; that it is His prerogative to dispense 
the Holy Spirit ; that He dispenses its influ- 
ence in the use of means ; and that through 
it, He overcomes all obstacles. 



(218.) Zech. iv. 6. Not by mighty nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. 

I. On what the Success of Christ's Cause does 

NOT depend. 

1. Not on power. 3. Not on eloquence. 

2. Not on wealth. 4. Not on policy. 

II. On what the Success of Christ's Cause does 

depend. 

1. The Spirit of God provides the agents. 

2. The Spirit of God qualifies the agents. 

3. The Spirit of God blesses the agents. 



(219.) Zech. iv. 7. Who art thou, O great mountain \ before 
Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain. 

I. The Impediments to the Progress of the 
Gospel. 
I. The forms they assume. 
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2. The parties by whom they are presented. 

3. The spirit in which they are urged. 
II. Their Inefficiency. 

1. They will all )ield to faith. 

2. They will all yield to effort. 

3. They will all yield to prayer. 



(220.) Zech. iv. 10. For who hath despised the day of small 
things? 

The Significance of Apparent Trifles, 

I. Illustrations from Nature. 

1. From the seed. 

2. From the mountain rivulet. 

3. From the spark. 

4. From the child. 

II. Illustrations from Providence. 

1. Scriptural, as Joseph, Moses, David, Esther. 

2. General, as Cromwell, Napoleon. 

III. Illustrations from the History of the 

Church. 

1. Introduction of the Gospel. 

2. Reformation. 

3. The religious denominations. 

4. Benevolent and religious institutions. 



(221.) Zech. V. I. Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and 
looked^ and hehold a flying roll. 
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The Sins of our Country and Age. 

I. Against the First Table of the Law. 

1. Atheism or panthdsm. 3. Profanation. 

2. Ritualism. 4. Sabbath-breaking. 

II. Against the Second Table. 

1. Recklessness of human life. 

2. Licentiousness. 

3. Fraud. 

4. Falsehood. 

5. Envy. 

6. Relaxation of domestic discipline. 



(222.) Zech. vi. 13. Even he shall build the temple of the Lord ; 
and he shall bear the glory. 

I. The Temple. 

1. Because the Church is consecrated to the service 

of God. 

2. Because the Church is hallowed by His residence. 

3. Because the Church is honoured by His self- 

manifestation. 

II. The Builder. 

1. Because He prepares the materials. 

2. Because He employs the workmen. 

3. Because He superintends the workmanship. 

III. The Glory. 

1. From the unlikelihood of the materials. 

2. From the magnitude of the obstacles. 
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3. From the diverrity of the workmen. 

4. From the perfection of the work. 



(22 3O Zech* vii. 13. Therefore it is come to pa88^ that as he 
cried^ and they would not hear ; so they cried^ and I 
would not hear, saith the Lord of hosts. 

I. The Negligence of Men. 

1. They do not hear the dispensations of God in 

His providence. 

2. They do not hear the invitations of God by His 

servants. 

3. They do not hear the conmiands of God in His 

word. 

II. The Judgment of God. 

1 . He wll not hear the cry of the lost, as expressive 

of regret. 

2. He will not hear the cry of the lost, as expressive 

of disappointment. 

3. He will not hear the cry of the lost, as expressive 

of fear. 

4. He will not hear the cry of the lost, as expressive 

of despair. 



(224.) Zech. viii. 13. And it shall come to pass, that as ye were 
a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and 
house of Israel ; so will I save you, and ye shall be a 
blessing. 

I. Sinners are a Curse. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PLANS OF SERMONS. 121 

1. They are under the curse of God. 

2. They are a curse to themselves. 

3. They are a curse to others. 

II. Sinners mat become Saints. 

1. It is God who saves them. 

2. It is God who saves them through Christ. 

3. It is God who saves them by faith. 

III. Saints are a Blessing. 

1. They enjoy the blessing of God. 

2. They are a blessing to themselves. 

3. They are a blessing to others. 



(225.) Zech. viii. 23. We will go with you ; for we have heart! 
that God is with you. 

I. The Resolution. 

1. Abandonment of their present companionship. 

2. Union vdth the people of God. 

3. Partidpadon in thdr prindples and pursuits. 

II. The Reason. 

1. It indudes divine presence. 

2. It indudes divine influence. 

3. It mdudes divine communion. 



(226.) Zech. ix. 7. And Ekron as a Jebusite. 
I. It IS A Great Thing to be a Jebusite. 

1. What a Governor ! 4. What a liberty ! 

2. What a charter ! 5. What a traffic ! 

3. What a safety ! 6. What a happiness ! 
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II. The Ekronite may become a Jebusite. 

1. This change has taken place — ^in remarkable 

converaons recorded in the Bible ; in the 
history of the Church ; in religious biogra- 
phies in our own language ; m the annals of 
the missionary enterprise. 

2. TWs change is foretold in inspired prophecy. 

3. This change, although wonderful, is not impos- 

sible. 



(227.) Zech. ix. 9. Rgoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

I. The Character under which the Saviour is 

HERE PRESENTED TO US. 

1. As just. 

2. As powerful. 

3. As lowly. 

II. The Grounds of Rejoicing in His Reign. 

1. The peacefulness of His government. 

2. The extent of His empire. 

3. The privileges of His subjects. 

(228.) John iv. 34. God is a Spirit. 

1. As a Spirit, God is invisible. 

2. As a Spirit, God is omnipresent. 

3. As a Spirit, God is almighty. 

4. As a Spirit, God is all-wise. 

5. As a Spirit, God is the Father of our spirits. 

6. As a Spirit; God is our all-sufficient portion. 
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(229.) Gen. vi. 11. The earth also was corrupt before God ; 
and the earth was filled with violence. 

The Causes of the extreme corruption of Man- 
kind BEFORE THE GENERAL DeLUGE. 

1. The neglect of public worship. 

2. The intermarriage of saints and sinners. 

3. The pride of bodily strength and of mental 

superiority. 

4. The extraordinary duration of human life. 



(230.) Ezek. XV. a. What is the vine-tree more than any tree, or 
than a branch which is among the trees of the forest ? 

I. The End of Man's Existence is to Love and 

Serve God. 

1. He has all the natural powers that are requisite 

to serve this end. 

2. He is placed in circumstances that are favourable 

to the workmg out of this end. 

II. This is the exclusive End of Man's Existence. 

1. Not wealth. 4. Not fame. 

2. Not pleasure. 5. Not learning. 

3. Not power. 6. Not domestic comfort. 

III. Man, if he does not serve this End, is fit 

ONLY to be destroyed. 

1. By his destruction, he will be a warning to others. 

2. By his destruction, he will be a monument of the 

divine justice. 
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(23I«) Rev. xxi. 21. And I saw no temple therein : for the Lord 
God Ahnighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

1. All external mediums of worship will there be 

abolished. 

2. Magnificent manifestations of Godhead will 

there be enjoyed. 

3. Devotion will not form there a distinct part of 

the employment of the saints, but will be 
intimately incorporated with all thdr actions 
and sentiments. 



(232.) Rev. ii. I. These things saith he that holdeth the seven 
stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks. 

I. What is meant by the Saviour's holding the 

Stars, the Ministers of the Gospel, in 
His right hand. 

1. He appoints them. 

2. He qualifies them. 

3. He assigns to them the sphere of thdr labour 

and the measure of their success. 

II. What is meant by His walking in the midst 

OF THE Seven Candlesticks. 

1. Inspection. 

2. Government. 

3. Delight. 

(233O Rev. i. ao. The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches. 
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I. False Views of the Christian Ministry. 

1. It is not a priesthood. 

2. It is not acdve disciple^hip. 

II. True View of the Christian Ministry, as 

suggested by the comparison of Mini- 
sters TO Angels. 

1. They are sent .by God. 

2. They are sent with, a message. 

3. They are sent with a message worthy of the 

powers of angels. 

4. They are sent with a message angels would 

delight to deliver. 



{2 34') Rev. i. 15. And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they 
burned in a furnace. 

1. The movements of Christ are energetic. 

2. The movements of Christ are unsullied. 

3. The movements of Christ are brilliant. 

4. The movements of Christ are gradual. 

(235*) Ps* cxviii. 34. This is the day which the Lord hath made ; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

1. On this day the validity of the Saviour's preten- 

sions was established. 

2. On this day the acceptance of His sacrifice was 

demonstrated. 

3. On this day His victory over death was pro- 

claimed. 
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4. On this day the universal triumph of His 

religion was secured. 

5. On this day the glorious resurrection of His 

people was guaranteed. 

(^3^0 J^» XXX. ai. For who is this that engaged his heart to 
approach unto me ? saith the Lord. 

1. Consider the text as applicable to Zerubbabel. 

2. Consider the text as applicable to the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

3. Consider the text as applicable to every accept- 

able worshipper of God. 



(237«) Luke xvil. 5. And the apostles said unto the Lord, In- 
crease our faith. 

I. Faith is capable of increase. 

1. In the amount of truth it embraces. 

2. In the degree of intensity with which it lays hold 

of its object. 

3. In the force with which it works. 

II. The Increase of Faith is Desirable. 

1. For the sake of our holiness. 

2. For the sake of our happiness. 

3. For the sake of our usefulness. 

III. The Increase of Faith is to be sought 

THROUGH Prayer. 
I. Our prayer for the increase of faith should be 
earnest. 
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2. Our prayer for the increase of faith should be 

accompanied with habitual meditation on the 
object of faith. 

3. Our prayer for the increase of faith should be 

accompanied with avoidance of everything 
that tends to impair the strength of faith. 



(238.) Josh. V. 14. As captain of the host of the Lord am I now 

come. 

Parallel between the War of the Israelites 

WITH THE Nations of Canaan, and that 

OF Christians with their spiritual 

Enemies. 

1. Both originate in the command of God. 

2. Both are waged with numerous and powerful foes. 

3. Both are conducted under a divinely appointed 

leader. 

4. Both are wars of extermination. 

5. Both are progressive in their conquests. 

6. Both are Wndered by voluntary neglect of orders. 

7. Both are endangered by the false reports of spies. 



(239O Lev. xiii. 45. And the leper in whom the plague is, his 
clothes shall be rent, and his head bare, and he shall 
put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry, Un- 
clean, unclean. 

1. Like the leprosy, sin is a disorder. 

2. Like the leprosy, sin is defilmg. 
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3. like the leprosy, sin is contagious. 

4. Like the leprosy, sin excludes from communion 

with God. 

5. Like the leprosy, sin is incurable by human skill. 



(240.) Ps. cxlv. 1 1. They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom. 

1. In its origin. 

2. In the principles of its administration. 

3. In the character of its subjects. 

4. In the privileges of its subjects. 

5. In its extent. 

6. In its perpetuity. 



(241.) Prov. XXV. a. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing. 

I. The Divine Being is accustomed to conceal 

MUCH. 

1. In relation to His own nature and the manner 

of His existence. 

2. In relation to the structure and constitution of 

His works. 

3. In relation to the dispensations of His providence. 

4. In relation to the economy of grace and redemp- 

tion. 

II. In this He acts in a manner worthy of Him- 

self, AND suited to DISPLAY HiS GlORY. 

I . Because it is in part the necessary consequence 
of His infinite superiority to all finite beings 
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in wisdom and understanding — the inevitable 
result of His being God. 

2. Because it evinces His entire independence on 

the wisdom, counsel, or co-operation of any 
or all of His creatures. 

3. Because such a degree of obscurity as attends the 

partial manifestation of the divine will, and 
the progressive development of the divine 
purposes, is eminently adapted to the state, 
exigency, and condition of man. 



(242.) Eccles. vii. ao. For there is not a just man on earth, that 
doeth good and sinneth not. 

The Reasons for recording in the Bible the in- 
consistencies OF the Saints. 

1. It yields a presumptive proof of the truth of the 

Bible. 

2. It guards us from the idolatry of human nature. 

3. It warns us of the danger of rash judgment of 

others. 

4. It checks our tendency to self-dependence. 

5. It raises our thoughts to heaven. 



(243*) * Tim. ii. 3. Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ. 

The qualities of a Good Soldier. 
I. Obedience. 
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2. Courage. 

3. Discipline. 

4. Skill m the use of his weapons. 

(244.) Luke ii. 3a. The glory of thy people Israel. 

1. Because He was a Jew by birth. 

2. Because His history has vindicated all that was 

peculiar in the Jewish polity. 

3. Because He confined His personal ministry to 

the Jews. 

4. Because He has stamped the impress of Jewish 

thought on the mind of man. 

5. Because He has invested the condition and 

prospects of the Jews -wdth universal interest. 

(245.) John xiv. 27. Not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 

1. The pfts of the world are triml : the ^ts of 

Christ are beyond all price. 

2. The ^ts of the world may be superfluous : the 

^ts of Christ are indispensable. 

3. The gifts of the world may be reluctant : the 

gifts of Christ are cheerful. 

4. The g^ts of the world are scanty : the g^ts of 

Christ are liberal. 

5. The gtfts of the world are rare : the -gifts of 

Christ are constant. 

6. The gifts of the world are selfish : the ^fts of 

Christ are disinterested. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PLANS OF SERMONS. 131 

(246.) Heb. vii. aa. A better testament. 
The Superiority of the Christian to the Mosaic 
Dispensation. 

1. In its Founder. 4. In its extent. 

2. In its clearness. 5. In its duration. 

3. In its services. 



(247.) a Cor. iii. 9. For if the ministration of condemnation be 
glory, much more doth the ministration of righteous- 
ness exceed in glory. 
The Superiority of the Gospel to the Law. 

1. In the person by whom it was introduced. 

2. In the character of its revelations. 

3. In the more extensive diffusion of its blessings. 

4. In the perpetuity of its duration. 



(248.) a Cor. iii. 10. For even that which was made glorious had 
no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that 
excelleth. 

I. The Glory of the Old Dispensation. 

1. It had a glorious origin. 

2. It had a glorious history. 

3. It had a glorious ritual. 

II. The Greater Glory of the New. 

1. Its glory is not sensuous, but spiritual. 

2. Its glory is not alarming, but cheering. 

3. Its glory is not stationary, but progressive. 
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4. Its glory is not factitious^ but intrinsic. 

5. Its glory is not transitory, but immortal. 



(249.) a Cor. iii. 11. For if that which was done away was 
glorious^ much more that which remaineth is glorious. 

I. The Description of the Law. 

1. It is a ministration of condemnation. 

2. It is a ministration of death. 

II. The Description of the Gospel. 

1. It is a ministration of righteousness. 

2. It is a ministration of the Spirit. 

HI. The Superiority of the Gospel to the Law. 

1. It offers greater blessings to man. 

2. It offers these blessings more extensively. 

3. It has greater influence over the human heart. 

4. It is more lasting. 

5. It is a brighter display of the divine perfections. 



(250.) Jer. xxxi. 31. Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah. 
I. The Blessings of the New Covenant. 

1. God undertakes to write His law in our hearts. 

2. God undertakes to establish a relation between 

Himself and us. 

3. God undertakes to give us the knowledge of 

Himself. 

4. God undertakes to pardon all our iniquities. 
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II. The Difference between the Old and New 

Covenants. 

1. In the freeness of their grants. 

2. In the extent of their provisions. 
.3. In the duration of their benefits. 

(251.) Ps. hodv. aa. Arise, O God, plead thine own cause. 

I. God has a Cause on Earth which is His own. 

1. It is the cause of truth. 

2. It is the cause of holiness. 

3. It is the cause of happiness. 

II. The Cause of God has Enemies who oppose it. 

1. By reasoning. 3. By organization. 

2. By ridicule. 4. By persecution. 

III. Prayer should be addressed to God to plead 

His own Cause. 

1. Why should prayer be offered for this purpose ? 

2. How may we expect this prayer to be answered ? 



(252.) Luke ii. 10. And the angel said unto them, Fear not; 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. 

1. The Gospel may be called good tidings, because 

it is so beneficial. 

2. The Gospel may be called good tidings, because 

it is so appropriate. 

3. The Gospel may be called good tidings, because 

it is so personal. 
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4. The Gospel may be called good tidings, because 

it is so unexpected. 

5. The Gospel may be called good tidings, because 

it is so subservient to the illustration of all 
the other dispensations of God toward us. 



(2530 Luke xvL 31. And he said unto hhtf, If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead. 

I. The Supposition made. 

1. The visitant might come from hell. 

2. The visitant might come from heaven. 

II. The Doctrine stated. 

1. They would be in a worse state of mind for 

examining the evidence. 

2. The evidence would be less susceptible of ex- 

amination. 

3. The evidence would be less abundant. 

4. The evidence would be less satisfactory. 



(254*) Isa. liv. 17. No weapon that is formed agamst thee shall 
prosper. 

1. The Church has been preserved in spite of 

numerical superiority. 

2. The Church has been preserved in spite of 

philosophy. 

3. The Church has been preserved in spite of 

persecution. 
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4. The Church has been preserved in spite of 

wealth. 

5. The Church has been preserved in spite of 

superstition. 

6. The Church has been preserved in spite of 

heresies. 

7. The Church has been preserved m spite of 

infidelity. , 



(2 55') » Sam. xii. 7. And Nathan said unto David, Thou art 
the man. 

I. Consider the Reproof as addressed to David. 

1. It is remarkable that such a man should have 

fallen mto such a sin. 

2. It is remarkable that he remained so long im- 

penitent. 

3. It is remarkable that he discerned the sin of 

another so much more promptly than his own. 

4. It is remarkable that God should have had mercy 

on him, and brought him to a sense of his sin. 

II. Consider the Reproof as addressed to Our- 

selves (parabolically). 

1. To the infidel. 4. To the Sabbath-breaker. 

2. To the rationalist. 5. To the prayerless. 

3. To the drunkard. 



(256.) Gen. xlix. 18. 1 have waited for thy salvation, O Lord. 
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1. The allusion by which these words were sug- 

gested. 

2. The blessing to which they relate. 

3. The state of mind they express. 

4. The time at which they were spoken. 

5. The manner in which they were uttered. 



(257.) Mark ii. 7. Who can forgive sins but God only ? 

1. Can we forgjve sins ourselves ? 

2. Can the priest ? 

3. Can the saints ? 

4. Can God ? 

5. Can God, otherwise than through the Lord 

Jesus Christ ? 



(258.) Nehem. x. 39. We will not forsake the house of our God. 

1. Because it is the place where He dwells. 

2. Because it is the place where He teaches. 

3. Because it is the place where He converts. 

4. Because it is the place where He sanctifies. 

5. Because it is the place where He hears prayer. 

6. Because it is the place where He prepares Ihe 

saints for heaven. 



(259.) Heb. X. 25. Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together^ as the manner of some is. 

I. If you would obey the commandment of God. 
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2. If you would worship God, and give Him due 

honour. 

3. If you would increase your religious knowledge. 

4. If you would be converted or edified. 

5. If you would promote brotherly love. 

6. If you would be prepared for heaven. 



(260.) Gen. iii. 24. So he drove out the man. 

I. The Unwillingness of the Man to quit the 

Garden of Eden. 

1. On account of its beauty. 

2. On account of its fertility. 

3. On account of its spiritual advantages. 

4. On account of its happiness. 

II. The Reasons of his Expulsion. 

1. He was driven out in the way of judgment. 

2. He was driven out in the way of mercy. 

III. To WHAT was he driven ? 

1. To a world of toil. 

2. To a world of sorrow. 

3. To a world of death. 

4. Not to a world of despair. 



(261 .) I Cor. X. 15. 1 speak as to wise men; judge ye what I 6ay. 
I. Some Particulars on which the Preachers of 
THE Gospel may appeal to the Wise. 
I. In reference to its evidences. 

K 
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2. In reference to its doctrines. 

3. In reference to its precepts. 

4. In reference to its sanctions. 

5. In reference to its effects. 



(262.) I Cor. X. 15. 
II. Some Particulars in which their Appeal may 

BE RESISTED. 

1. The truth of the Gospel depends on testimony. 

2. There are apparent contradictions in its record. 

3. It contains many mysteries. 

4. It contains much which it seems unworthy of 

God to reveal. 



(263.) Prov. xxiii. a6. My son, give me thme heart. 

I. How THE Heart should be given to God. 

1. Really. 3. Cheerfully. 

2. Entirely. 4. Perpetually. 

II. Why the Heart should be given to God. 

1. It is His wish. 

2. It is His right. 

3. It is our interest. 

4. It has been done by the wise and good of all ages. 



(264.) Luke iv. 19. To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
1. 1 preach that the great atonement for sin has 

been offered. 
2. 1 preach that the guilty may be forgiven. 
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3. 1 preach that the slave may be emancipated. 
4. 1 preach that the lost inheritance may be regained. 



(265*) Gen. i. 27. So God created man in his own image^ in the 
image of God created he him. 

1. Intelligent. 4. Happy. 

2. Holy. 5. Immortal. 

3. Powerful. 

(266.) ps. xlii. 6. O my God^ my soul is cast down within me. 

1. By bodily disease. 

2. By apparent declension in religion. 

3. By the recurrence of vain thoughts. 

4. By the consciousness of some aggravated sin. 

5. By the dread of everlasting exclusion from the 

presence of God. 

6. By the pressure of adversity. 

(267.) Ps. cvi. 4. Remember me, O Lord, with the favour which 
thou bearest unto thy people. 

I. What this Prayer implies. 

1. That God is the hearer and answerer of prayer. 

2. That God has a peculiar people. 

3. That God regards His own people with a special 

love. 

II. What this Prayer expresses. 

I. A real participation of God's love to His own 
people. 
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2. A full participation of God's love to His own 

people. 

3. A personal partidpation of God's love to His 

own people. 

(268.) Ps. ciii. 17. The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to 
everlasting upon them that fear him. 

I. The Blessing. 

1. The source. 

2. The mode. 

3. The effects. 

II. Its Duration. 

I. It is andent. 2. It is perpetual. 

III. Its Recipients. 

1. The nature of their fear. 

2. The ground of their fear. 

(269.) Ps. dii. 8. Plenteous in mercy. 

1. Reason cannot assure us that God is plenteous 

in mercy. 

2. His dispensations do not prove that God is 

plenteous in mercy. 

3. The Scriptures dedare that God is plenteous in 

mercy. 

4. The g^t of Christ demonstrates that God is 

plenteous in mercy. 

5. The experience of penitents confirms that God 

is plenteous in mercy. 
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(270.) Matt, xxiii. 37, 38. O Jerusalem^ Jerusalem, thou that 
killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not ! Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate. 

I. The Compassion of Christ. 

1. Tender. 4. Long-continued. 

2. Strong. 5. limited in time. 

3. Active. 



(271.) Matt xxiii. 37, 38. 
II. The Obstinacy of Sinners. 

1. Its nature. 3. Its extent. 

2. Its causes. 4. Its consequences. 



(272.) Ps. Ixxxix. 15, 16. Blessed is the people that know the 
joyful sound : they shall walk, O Lord, in the light 
of thy coimtenance. In thy name shall they rejoice 
all the day; and in thy righteousness shall they be 
exalted. 

I. The Gospel. 

1. It is a joyful sound, because it proclaims pardon 

to the guilty. 

2. It is a joyful sound, because it proclaims liberty 

to the enslaved. 

3. It is a joyful sound, because it proclaims resti- 

tution to the disinherited. 
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II. The Knowledge of the Gospel. 

1. Theoretic. 

2. Experimental. 

3. Practical, 

III. The Blessedness of the Kj^owledge oe the 

Gospel. 

1. Honour, 

2. Joy. 

3. Purity. 



(27 3«) Zech. xiii. 7. Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd, 
and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord 
of hosts : smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be 
scattered; and I will turn mine hand upon the little 
ones. 

I. The Titles by which our Lord Jesus Christ 

IS designated. 

1. Jehovah's Shepherd. 

2. The Man that is Jehovah's Fellow. 

II. The Sufferings to which our Lord Jesus 

Christ is given up by His Father. 

1. He offers Him up as a sacrifice for sin. 

2. He offers Him up willingly as a sacrifice for sin. 

III. The Predicted Consequences. 

1. Immediate. 

2. Remote. 



(274.) Zech. xiii. 7. 
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I. The Commission given to Jehovah's Sword. 

1. Whom was it to smite ? 

2. In whose hand was it to inflict the stroke ? 

II. The Grounds and Reasons of this Commission. 

1. To show His indignation against sin. 

2. To reconcile justice vdth mercy, in the salvation 

of smners. 

III. The Effects and Consequences of it. 

1. The immediate effect was the scattering of our 

Lord's disciples. 

2. The ultimate effect was their restoration and 

recovery. 



(275.) Zech. xiii. 7. 

I. The Terms in which our Lord is described. 

1. The man that is the Fellow of Jehovah. 

2. Jehovah's Shepherd. 

II. The Command given in reference to Him. 

1. It relates to sufferings divinely appointed. 

2. It relates to sufferings most severe. 

3. It relates to sufferings most surprising. 

III. The Consequences which are to follow the 

Execution of this Command. 

1. The dispersion of the sheep. 

2. A signal interposition in their behalf. 



(276.) Zech. xiii. 7. 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 PLANS OF SERMONS. 



1. The essential glory of Christ. 

2. His ofHdal character. 

3. His vicarious sufferings. — ^In thdr operative 

cause ; in their unmitigated intensity ; in their 
glorious designs. 



(277.) Zech. xiii. 8, 9. And it shall come to pass, that in all the 
land, saith the Loxd, two parts therein shall be cut off 
and die ; but the third shall be left therein. And I 
will bring the third part through the fire, and will 
refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as 
gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will 
hear them : I will say, It is my people ; and they shall 
say. The Lord is my God. 

1. The people of God are a chosen or separated 

people. 

2. The people of God are a suffering people. 

3. The people of God are a sanctified people. 

4. The people of God are a praying people. 

5. The people of God are a blessed people. 

6. The people of God are a professing people. 



(278.) Zech. xiii. 9. 

I. The Trials of the People of God. 

1. They are severe. 

2. They are brief. 

3. They are harmless. 

II. The Object of these Trials. 

I. To try. 2. To refine. 
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III. The Effect of these Trials. 

1. Communion with God. 

2. Tokens of God's favour. 

3. Devotedness to God's service. 



(279.) Hosea vi. 3. And he shall come unto us as the rain, as 
the latter and former rain unto the earth. 

1. like rain, the influences of the Holy Spirit are 

copious. 

2. like rain, the influences of the Holy Spirit are 

seasonable. 

3. like rain, the influences of the Holy Spirit are 

refreshing. 

4. like rain, the influences of the Holy Spirit are 

fertilizing. 

5. like rain, the influences of the Holy Spirit are 

from above. 



(280.) Hosea xiii. a. And now they sin more and more. 

1. The start in life is fair and promising. 

2. There is a wish to be a man before the age of 

manhood has been reached. 

3. There is an aversion to religion, and an appetite 

for what is e^. 

4. There is the indulgence of vidous habits. 

5. There is the silencing of all the remonstrances 

of conscience. 

6. There is the defiance of irreligion and immorality. 
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(281.) Rev. xxii. 3. And there shall be no more curse. 

1. No more toil and labour. 

2. No more sorrow and sighing. 

3. No more disease and death. 

4. No more sin and temptation. 

(282.) Rev. ii. 9. Thou art rich. 

1. A church is rich, when it has an able and ample 

dispensation of religious ordinances. 

2 . A church is rich, when its members are numerous , 

and saints indeed. 

3. A church is rich, when its members possess the 

unsearchable riches of Christ. 

4. A church is rich, when it abounds in gracious 

attainments. 

5. A church is rich, when it abounds in good works. 



(283.) Song of Sol. i. 4. Draw me, we will run after thee. 

I. The Petition. 

I. It implies a sense of distance. 
^X 2. It implies a consciousness of weakness. 
3. It implies a desire of communion. 

II. The Resolution. 

1. To draw near to Christ in dependence on His 

own aid. 

2. To draw near to Christ with ardour and alacrity. 

3. To draw near to Christ in the way of obedience. 

4. To draw near to Chriist along with others. 
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(284.) Jer. viiL 6. What have I done ? 

1. In reference to God. 

2. In reference to myself. 

3. In reference to Christ. 

4. In reference to Christians. 

5. In reference to the unconverted. 

(285«) Dan. vii. 14. And there was given him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him : his dominion is an ever- 
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 

1. It is a delegated kingdom. 

2. It is a glorious kingdom, 
g. It is a universal kingdom. 
4. It is an everlasting kingdom. 

(280.) Job. xxi. 7. Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, 
yea, are mighty in power ? 

1. That they may have the opportunity of being 

reconciled to God. 

2. That they may be the instruments of good to 

others. 

3. That they may display the long-suffering and 

forbearance of God. 

4. That they may furnish an argument for a future 

state of retribution. 

5. That they may demonstrate the equity of their 

own everlasting condemnation. 
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(287.) Prov. viii. 31. Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; 
and my delights were with the sons of men. 

1. As the medium of the manifestation of the divine 

perfections. 

2. As the home of a race of rational and account- 

able creatures. 

3. As the scene of His own incarnation. 

4. As the battle-field on which He conquers all 

His enemies. 

5. As the theatre of His works of benevolence and 

compassion. 

6. As the territory within which He was to erect 

His kingdom. ' 



(288.) Heb. xiiL 10. We have an altar, whereof they have no 
right to eat which serve the tabernacle. 

1. The altar. 4. The place of refuge. 

2. The sacrifice. 5. The provision. 

3. The fire. 6. The worship. 



(289«) I John ii. 8. The darkness is past, and the tnie light now 
shineth. 

I. The Darkness is past. 

1. Of heathenism. 

2. Of Judaism. 

3. Of Popery. 

II. The true Light now shineth. 
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1. The Bible. 3. Education. 

2. Evangelical preaching. 4. The Press. 



(290-) Jas. ii. 43. He was called the Friend of God. 

I. How God manifested His Friendship to Abra- 

ham. 

1. By His love. 

2. By His sympathy. 

3. By His care. 

II. How Abraham manifested his Friendship to 

God. 

1. By confidence. 

2. By communion. 

3. By zeal and obedience. 



(291.) Heb. xii. 10. But he for our profit. 

I. With regard to the Unconverted. 

1. The sensual. 3. The hypocritical. 

2. The worldly. 4. The heretical. 

II. With regard to the Converted. 

1. That He may strengthen their faith. 

2. That He may increase their patience. 

3. That He may deepen their humility. 

4. That He may subdue their temper. 

5. That He may promote their holiness. 



(292.) 2 Ghron. xxiv. i. Joash was seven years old when he 
began to reign. 
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1. We have a description of early piety. 

2. We have an intimation of the loveliness of early 

piety. 

3. We have an account of the means by which early 

piety is cherished and strengthened. 

4. We have a view of the times and circumstances 

in which early piety is apt to decline. 



(293*) Mark xiv. 8. She hath done what she could. 

I. What we might do if we did what we could. 

1. By our wealth. 

2. By our influence. 

3. By our mental powers. 

4. By our religious attainments. 

II. Why we should do what we can. 

1. If we would be grateful to Christ. 

2. Christ will accept it at our hand. 

3. We will do much good to others. 



(294.) Acts ii. aa. Ye men of Israel, hear these words ; Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by 
muacles,*and wonders, and signs, which God did by 
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know. 

I. Of Miracles in general. 

1. Thdr nature. 

2. Their possibility. 

3. Their connection with revelation. 
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II. Of the Miracles of Scripture. 

1. They were above the power of man to produce. 

2. They were exceedingly numerous and various. 

3. They were wrought publicly. 

4. They were benevolent. 

5. They were intended to confirm the divine mission 

of those who wrought them. 



(295.) Acts iv. 13. Now, when they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and 
ignorant men, they marvelled ; and they took know- 
ledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. 

1. Because they wrought miracles like His. 

2. Because they taught doctrines like His. 

3. Because they displayed intellectual features like 

His. 

4. Because they exhibited a moral character like His. 



(296.) John xiv. 6. 1 am the way. 
Christ our Way to the Father. 

1. A new way. 

2. A perpetual or living way. 

3. A patent way. 

4. A plain way. 

5. A holy way. 

6. An exclusive way. 



(297-) Jol^n xiv. 6. 1 am the truth. 
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1. In opposition to all figures and shadows. 

2. In opposition to all error and falsehood. 

3. In opposition to all dishonesty and deceit. 



(298.) John xiv. 6. 1 am the life. 

1. The Source and Giver of natural life. 

2. The Source and Giver of spiritual life. 

3. The Source and Giver of eternal life. 



(299.) I Chron. xxviii. 9. The Lord searcheth all hearts, and 
understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. 

1. By His omniscience. 

2. By His providence. 

3. By His word, 

4. By the power of conscience. 



(300.) Ps. iv. 3. But know that the Lord hath set apart him that 
is godly for himself. 

I. The Persons. 

1. They are born of God. 

2. They love God. 

3. They resemble God. 

II. The Honour. 

1. As His property. 

2. As His portion. 

3. As His charge. 

4. As the instruments of His glory. 
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(301.) Acts V. ao. Go, stand and speak in the temple to the 
people all the words of this life. 

I. Religion is a Life. 

1. It is so called, to remind us of its dependence on 

divine grace. 

2. It is so called, to remind us of its value or im- 

portance. 

3. It is so called, to remind us of the peculiar sort 

of experience it generates. 

4. It is so called, to remind us of its happiness. 

II. Religion as a Life, has a close Connection 

WITH THE Bible. 

1. The truth contained in the Bible is its seed. 

2. The truth contained in the Bible is its food. 

3. The truth contained in the Bible is its defence. 

III. It is THE Office of the Ministers of the 

Gospel to deal with Religion as a 
Life. 

1. Thdr first office is to be the instruments of call- 

ing men to this life. 

2. Their second, is to strengthen and mature this 

life wherever it exists. 



(302.) John vi. 63. The words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life. 

I. The Necessity for the Quickening Operations 
OF THE Holy Spirit. 

l 
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1. Men are legally dead. 

2. Men are spiritually dead. 

II. The Subject of His Quickening Operations. 

1. '^The attention. 3. The conscience. , 

2. The understanding. 4. The will. 

III. The Mode of His Quickening Operations. 

1. It is mysterious. 3 • It is soverdgn. 

2. It is instantaneous. 4. It is powerful. 



(3'^3") I J<>hn V. II. This life is in his Son. 

1. Because He is its Proprietor. 

2. Because He is its Dispenser. 

3. Because He is its Guardian. 

4. Because He is its Model. 



( 304.) Gal. ii. ao. The life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. 

I. The Nature of Faith. 

1. As described in the Bible. 

2. As defined by theological writers. 

3. As elucidated by familiar illustrations. 

II. The Relation of Faith to the Spiritual Life. 

1. It is a realizing grace. 

2. It is a strengthening grace. 

3. It is a receiving grace. 

4. It is a uniting grace. 
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(305.) Eph. iv. 18. The life of God. 

1. Supernatural. 4. Holy. 

2. Hidden. 5. Progressive. 

3. Noble. 6. Eternal. 



( 306.) Rev. ill. I. Thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. 
The Counterfeits of Spiritual Life. 

1. The name. 4. The sentiment. 

2. The form. 5. The conduct. 

3. The creed. 



(3^70 Gal. vi. 15. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth anything, nor imcircumcision, but a new 
creature. 
Gal. V. 6. For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth 
anything, nor imcircumcision ; but faith which worketh 
by love. 

I. Regeneration is a New Creature or Creation. 

1. It is a great change. 

2. It is a change divinely wrought. 

3. It is a change which begins a new life. 

II. Regeneration produces Faith. 

1. It holds as true what is said in the Bible concern- 

ing Christ. 

2. It relies on Christ for salvation. 

3. It leads to prayer to God in the name of Christ, 
jii. The Faith produced by Regeneration works 

BY Love, 
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The love of God is the result and evidence of re- 
generation. 



(3^8.) John V. 25. Verily, Verily, I say unto you. The hour is 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God ; and they that hear shall live. 
The Nature of Conversion illustrated by Ex- 
amples. 

1. Augustine. 

2. Luther. 

3. Bunyan. 



(309.) John V. aj. 

Conversion illustrated by Examples. 

1. George Whitefield. 3. WUliam Wilberforce. 

2. John Newton. 4. Thomas Chalmers. 



(310.) Eph. iv. 15. But, ^)eaking the truth in love, may grow 
up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ. 

I. The Progressive Development of the Spiritual 

Life. 

1. Intellectual. 3. Moral. 

2. Emodonal. 4. Harmonious. 

II. The Obstacles to this Development. 

1. They arise from the necessary limitations of our 

nature. 

2. They arise from indwelling sin. 

3. They arise from the influence of the world. 

4. They arise from the power of temptation. 
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(311') Matt. xi. 5. The poor have the gospel preached to them. 

1. The Gospel is especially adapted to the poor, in 

respect of their education. 

2. The Gospel is especially adapted to the poor, in 

respect of their resources. 

3. The Gospel is especially adapted to the poor, in 

respect of their opportunities. 

4. The Gospel is especially adapted to the poor, in 

respect of their prospects. 



(312.) Acts V. 41. And they departed from the presence of the 
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
sufier shame for his name. 

I. Let us glance at the Situation of the 

Apostles. 

1 . They were sufferers. 

2. They were sufferers for Christ's sake. 

II. Let us notice their Feeling in that Situation. 

1. Their joy arose partly from love to Jesus. 

2. Their joy arose partly from the hope of comfort 

and reward. 
HI. Let us inquire how we might have the same 
Feeling in the same Situation. 

1. If we had firm fdth in Christ. 

2. If we were sincerely devoted to His cause. 

3. If we prayed for the influence of the Holy 

Spirit. 
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(3^3*) P^ cxitxrii. 4. How shall we sing the Lord's song in a 
strange land ? 

I. The Christian on Earth is in a Strange Land. 

1. As to his feelings. 

2. As to his supplies. 

3. As to his dangers. 

II. The Christian on Earth, although in a 

Strange Land, has Songs. 

1. Of gratitude. 3. Of resignation. 

2. Of penitence. 4. Of hope. 



(3 14*) Eccles. xL I. Cast thy bread upon the waters ; for thou 
shalt find it after many days. 

Parallel between the Husbandman and the 
Christian as a Worker. 

1. In the scattering of seed. 

2. In the interval between seed-time and harvest. 

3. In the certainty of the harvest. 

4. In the necessity of exertion. 

5. In dependence on the di^ne blessing. 



(3^5*) Ezek. xxi. 16. Go thee one way or other, either on the 
right hand, or on the left, whithersoever thy face is set. 

I. The Nature of Religious Decision. 

1 . It is founded on a special regard to the will of God. 

2. It is exercised in regard to matters of real im- 

portance. 
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3. It is not distracted by calculations of conse- 

quences. 

4. It is uniform and unqualified in its operation. 
II. Its Importance. 

1. As a matter of consistency. 

2. As a test of character. 

3. As a passport to confidence. 

4. As an instrument of usefulness. 



(316.) Deut. iv. 19. But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord 
thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul. 

I. Notice a few Cases to which this Language 

APPLIES. 

1. The openly profane and immoral. 

2. Those who were religiously educated. 

3. The formal professor. 

4. The backslider, 

5. The dying sinner. 

II. Observe the Grounds on which the En- 

couragement RESTS. 

1. From the character of God. 

2. From the work of Christ. 

3. From the promises of the Gospel. 

4. From scriptural examples of pardoned and ac- 

cepted sinners. 
HI. Improve the Subject. 
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1. It takes away all ground of excuse from the 

impenitent. 

2. It takes away all ground of despair from the 

contrite. 



(3^7*) a Cor. i. I a. For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of 
our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, 
not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we 
have had our conversation in the world, and more 
abundantly to you-ward. 

1. As applied to Paul. 

2. As applied to ministers of the Gospel. 

3. As applied to all Christians. 

(3 lO') Heb. xiii. 18. We trust we have a good conscience. 

I. What is a Good Conscience i 

1. Enlightened. 

2. Pacified. 

3. Renewed by divine grace. 

II. Why should it be sought after ? 

1. Because conscience is an indestructible part of 

our constitution. 

2. Because nothing can compensate for the absence 

of a good conscience. 

3. Because a good conscience is an element of 

spiritual strength and activity. 

4. Because the testimony of a good conscience 

enables us to anticipate the awards of the 
great day. 
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(3^9*) "^cts xxiv. 16. Herein do I exerdtie myself^ to have always 
a conscience void of ofl^ce toward God, and toward 
men. 

I. The Nature of the Change which Conscience 

UNDERGOES IN CONVERSION. 

1. It is enlightened. 3. It is purified. 

2. It is appeased. 4. It is rendered susceptible. 

II. The Exercise that is required in maintaining 

A Conscience void of Offence. 

1. Frequent recourse to the blood of sprinkling. 

2. Earnest prayer for the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit. 

3. Diligent perusal of the Bible. 

4. Habitual realization of the powers of the world 

to come. 

5. Strict subjection of thought, word, and action to 

a sense of duty. 



(320.) Prov. XX. 27. The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, 
searching all the inward parts of the belly. 

I. The Office of Conscience. 

1. To distinguish right and wrong. 

2. To incite to the performance of what is right, 

and the avoidance of what is wrong. 
3 To commend what is right, and to censure what 
is wrong. 

II. Our Duty with regard to it. 
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1. To recognise its supremacy. 

2. To listen to its voice. 

3. To consult its records. 

4. To get it re-adjusted in accordance with the 

will of the Lord of the conscience. 



(321.) Job xvi. 19. Also now, behold, my witness is in heaven, 
and my record is on high. 

I. In reference to Job. 

1. A declaration of his belief. 

2. An avowal of his sincerity. 

3. A proof of his devotion. 

II. In reference to Ourselves. 

r. In seasons of self-suspicion. 

2. Under the assaults of calumny. 

3. In the prospect of death. 

(322.) a Cor. iv. a. By manifestation of the truth, commending, 
ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

The Experimental Evidence for the Trt^h of Christianity, 

I. The Nature of the Argument. 

1. It arises from the doctrine of native depravity. 

2. It arises from the doctrine of a future state. 

3. It arises from the doctrine of the atonement. 

4. It arises from the promises, and their fulfilment. 

II. The Value of the Argument. 

1. It is adapted to all orders of mind. 

2. It IS essential to salvation. 
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(3230 I John V. 10. He that believeth on the Son of God, hath 
the witness in himself. 

I. The Nature of the Experimental Argument 

FOR THE Truth of the Gospel. 

II. The Scriptural Authority on which the 

Argument rests. 

1. True reli^on is declared to be an experimental 

thing. 

2. The experimental efficacy of religion is appealed 

to as a proof of its truth. 

3. This appeal is addressed to individual Christians 

and churches. 

III. The Facts by which the Argument is sus- 

tained. 

1. They are numerous. 

2. They are harmonious. 

3. They are in accordance with Scripture' 

4. They are palpable. 

IV. The Importance of the Argument. 

1. It is level to the capacity of all. 

2. It is satisfactory to all. 

3. It is growing, or germinaring. 

4. It corroborates all the other arguments. 

5. It is adapted to the present state of sodety. 

I. The Importance of an Experimental Know- 
ledge OF Spiritual Life. 
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1. The subject is momentous. 

2. It is generally neglected. 

3. It is posfflble to arrive at a satisfactory con- 

clusion. 

II. The Nature of this Experimental Knowledge. 

1. It is moral rather than absolute, as is evident 

from the nature of our religious knowledge, 
from the probationary character of our pre- 
sent existence, and from the duties of our 
earthly condition. 

2. It is satisfactory. 

3. It is based on adequate evidence. 

III. The Desirableness of this Experimental 

Knowledge. 

1. The means : Clear views of divine truth, frequent 

self-examination, and daily fellowship with 
God. 

2. The advantages : Without assurance, we cannot 

appropriate to ourselves the promises of the 
Gospel, and we want a powerful motive to 
perseverance. 



(3250 I John V. 10. 
I. The Believer has a Testimony in himself to 
THE Truth of the Gospel. 
I. To the disclosures of Scripture concerning the 
actual condition of human nature. 
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2. To the distinctive and peculiar character of the 

salvation revealed in the Gospel. 

3. To the Scripture character of God. 

4. To the life and character of Christ. 

II. The Believer has also a Testimony in him- 
self TO his personal interest in the 
Blessings of Salvation. 

1. To the sincerity of his faith. 

2. To his reconciliation with God. 

3. To his enjoyment of the influence of the Holy 

Spirit. 

4. To the power of prayer. 



(326.) I Johnv. 10. 

1. Witness of the necessity of the salvation revealed 

in the Gospel. 

2. Witness of its suitableness. 

3. Witness of its sufficiency. 



(327O Dan. i. 17-19. As for these four children, God gave them 
knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom : and 
Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 
Now, at the end of the days that the king had said 
he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs 
brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. And the 
king conununed vsrith them ; and among them all was 
found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah : therefore stood they before the king. 
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1. Youthful piety in its principles. 

2. Youthful piety in its trials. 

3. Youthful piety in its rewards. 

4. Youthful piety in its achievements. 



(328.) Dan. ii. a8. But there is a God in heaven that revealeth 
secrets. 

1. He can reveal them by His omniscience. 

2. He has revealed them in His word. 

3. He does reveal them by His Spirit. 

4. He will reveal them at the day of judgment. 



(329O Dan. ii. 34, zs* Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out 
without hands, which smote the image upon his feet 
that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and 
the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like 
the chaff of the summer thrashing-floors ; and the wind 
carried them away, that no place was found for them : 
and the stone that smote the image became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

1 . The kingdom of Christ is divine in its origin. 

2 . The kingdom of Christ is humble in its beginnings. 

3. The kingdom of Christ is progressive in its 

tendency. 

4. The kingdom of Christ is triumphant in its course. 

5. The kingdom of Christ is universal in its extent. 

6. The kingdom of Christ is eternal in its duration. 
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(33^*) ^^- ^* 16-18. Shadrachy Meshach, and Abednego, 
answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If 
it be so, our God whom we serve, is able to deliver 
us firom the burning fiery furnace ; and he will deliver 
us out of thine hand, O kmg. But if not, be it known 
unto thee, O kmg, that we will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 

I. Illustrate the Greatness of their Trial. 

1. They might have pled the dictates of authority. 

2. They might have pled the claims of gratitude. 

3. They might have pled the force of universal 

example. 
4 They might have pled the magnitude of the 
penalty. 

II. Illustrate the Spirit in which they met 

THEIR Trial. 

1. There was dignified composure. 

2. There was unfaltermg confidence in God. 

3. There was inflexible resolution. 

III. Illustrate their Recompense. 

1. Whilst their sentence was executing. 

2. After it was executed. 
2. After it was reversed. 



(33^0 I^^* i"* *4> *5' Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was 
astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and ssud 
unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound 
into the midst of the fire ? They answered and said 
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unto the king, True^ O king. He answered and said^ 
L,Oj I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the 
fire, and they have no hurt ; and the form of the fourth 
is like the Son of God. 

1. The people of God are exposed to suffering for 

the sake of religion. 

2. They enjoy the presence and the sympathy of 

Christ in their suffering. 

3. They are delivered by Him from their suffering. 

4. They become witnesses for Him by their suffer- 

ing and its results. 



(33-0 Dan. iv. zz* The same hour was the thing fiilBlled upon 
Nebuchadnezzar ; and he was driven from men, and 
did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles* 
feathers, and his nails like birds' claws. 

I. The Character of Nebuchadnezzar. 

1. He was ambidous. 

2. He was cruel. 

3. He was impious. 

II. His Punishment. 

1. It was just. 3. It was appropriate. 

2. It was severe. 4. It was salutary. 



(333-) I^an. iv. 34, ZS' And at the end of the days I Nebuchad- 
nezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 
understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the 
most High, and I praised and honoured him that 



Digitized by 



Google 



PLANS OF SERMONS. 169 

liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to 
generation : And all the inhabitants of the earth are 
reputed as nothing : and he doeth according to his will 
in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth ; and none can stay his hand, or say unto 
him. What doest thou ? 

1. The absolute supremacyof the divine government. 

2. Its perpetual duration. 

3. Its universal extent. 

4. Its irresistible authority. 



(334O I^^' V- *^* Mene; God hath numbered thy kingdom, 
and finished it. 

I. The Warning. 

1. It was a warmng of the close of his rdgn. 

2. It was his last warning. 

3. It was a warning without promise of mercy. 

4. It was a warning that was speedily realized. 

II. The Lessons to be drawn from the Warning. 

1. That it is the province of the Most High to fix 

the duration of empires. 

2. That He usually g^ves signs and presages of 

their approaching downfall. 

3. That these signs and presages are awfully solemn. 



(3 35*) 1^2m. V. »7. Tekel; Thou art weighed in the balances, 
and art found wanting. 

M 
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I. The Balances. 

1. Consdence. 

2. The Bible. 

3. The dispensadons of Providence. 

4. The judgment of the great day. 

II. The Application of the Balances. 

1. To the worldling. 

2. To the formalist. 

3. To the incon^tent Christian. 



(33^0 ^^^* ▼• 30. In that night was Belshazzar the king of the 
Chaldeans slain. 

1. It was a night of intemperance. 

2. It was a night of profanity. 

3. It was a night of supernatural warning. 

4. It was a night of dreadful retribution. 



(337') Dan. vi. »o. And when he came to the den, he cried with 
a lamentable voice unto Daniel : and the king spake and 
said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, 
is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to 
deliver thee fix)m the lions ? 

1. The wicked plot. 

2. The unalterable decree. 

3. The exemplary devotion. 

4. The cruel imprisonment. 

5 The remarkable deliverance. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PLANS OF SERMONS. 171 

(338') J^2uu vii. 9, 10. 1 beheld till the thrones were cast down, 
and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garmiait was 
white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure 
wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his 
wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and 
came forth from before him: thousand thousands 
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, 
and the books were opened. 

I. The Events predicted. 

1. The downfall of Popery. 

2. The universal establishment of Christ's kingdom. 

II, The State of our Minds in reference to 

these Events. 

1. Faith. 

2. Hope. 

3. Diligence. 

(3 39') I^sn. vii. 18. But the saints of the most High shall take 
the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even 
for ever and ever. 
I. The Reign of the Saints on Earth. 

1. Numerical superiority. 

2. Moral influence. 



3. Political power. 




Its Effects. 




I. Domestic. 


3. National. 


2. Social. 


4. Religious. 



(34^0 Dan. ix. 3. And I set my face unto the Lord God. 
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I. Daniel's Prayer. 

1. The maimer of his approach to God. 

2. His views of the divine character, 

3. His petitions. 

4. The ground on which he expected an answer. 

II. Its Application to Ourselves. 

1. We have the same need of prayer. 

2. We have the same God to pray to. 

3. We have the same name to plead. 

4. We have the same encouragement in prayer. 



(341.) Dan. ix. 19. O Lord, hear. 

I. The Record here given. 

I. The prayer. 2. The answer. 

II. The Instruction here suggested. 

I. The nature of prayer. 2. Its efficacy. 



( 342 .) Dan. ix. 24. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, 
and upon thy holy city, to finish the tran^ression, and 
to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and 
to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy. 
The Results of the Messiah's Coming and Death. 

1. To finish the transgression. 

2. To make an end of sins. 

3. To make reconciliation for iniquity. 

4. To bring in everlasting righteousness. 
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5. To seal up the vision and prophecy. 

6. To anoint the Most Holy. 



(3430 Dan.x. II. O Daniel, a man greatly beloved. 

1. For his early piety. 

2. For his decision of character. 

3. For his blameless consistency. 

4. For his exemplary devotion. 

5. For his signal faith. 



(344*) I^an. X. a I. But I will show thee that which is noted in 
the scripture of truth. 

I, State some of the Principal Teachings of 

Scripture. 

1. Concerning our state by nature. 

2. Concerning the way of salvation. 

3. Concerning the means by which we become 

interested in the way of salvation. 

4. Concerning the doom of the impenitent and un- 

believing. 

II. Apply these Teachings to several Classes of 

Persons. 

1. To the careless. 3. To the awakened. 

2. To the self-righteous. 4. To the believer. 



(345*) Dan. xi. 3a. The people that do know their God shall be 
strong, and do exploits. 
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I. The People. 

1. They know God as He is revealed in the Bible. 

2. They know God as He is manifested in Christ. 

3. They know God as their God. 

II. Their Exploits. 

1. As scholars. 4. As warriors. 

2. As travellers. 5. As philanthropists. 

3. As merchants. 6. As martyrs. 

(34^0 Dan. xii. a. And many of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake^ some to everlasting life, and some 

to shame and everlasting contempt. 

t 

I. Thf Sleep. 

1. It is partial. — Of the body, not of the soul. 

2. Deep. 

3. Safe. 

4. Temporary. 

II. The Awakening. 

1. In answer to a divine call. 

2. To a full consciousness of all the bodily and 

mental powers. 

3. With no possibility of relapsing into sleep again. 

III. The Consequences of the Awakening. 

1. To some, everlasting life. 

2. To some, shame and everlasting contempt. 

(347*) 1-^an. xii. 3. And they that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. 
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I. The Persons Described. 

1. The wise — ^in the truths they embrace, the choice 

they make, and the conduct they pursue. 

2. They that turn many to righteousness — by ex- 

ample ; by acdve effort ; by liberal contribu- 
tion ; by earnest prayer. 

II. The Rewards Promised. 

1. Theircertdnty. 

2. Their splendour. 

3. Their measure or proportion. 

4. Their duration. 



(34s.) Dan. xiL 4. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased. 

I. The End — the Diffusion of Knowledge. Of 

WHAT Knowledge ? 

1. Not of secular knowledge only ; for it does not 

necessarily ameliorate the moral character, 
and is frequently injurious to it. 

2. Of Christian knowledge chiefly, which alone 

saves the soul. 

II. The Means. 

1. The multiplication of teachers. 

2. Their diligence. 

3. Their aggressive effort. 

(349.) Dan. xii. 6. How long shall it be to the end of these 
wonders ? 
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I. The Wonders. 

1. The prevalence of infidelity. 

2. The permanence of false forms of religion. 

3. The slow progress of vital godliness. 

4* The evils that accompany seascxis of revival. 

5. The disunion of Christians. 

6. The existence of persecution. 

II. The Feelings with which these Wonders 

SHOULD be QjNTEMPLATED. 

1. Humiliation for their existence. 

2. Faith in their ultimate removal. 

3. Prayer for that purpose. 

4. United exertion. 



(35^0 D2U1. xii. 10. Many shall be purified, and made white, 
and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and 
none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise 
shall understand. 

Two Classes of Persons contrasted. 

1. In thdr character. 

2. In the result of their ttials. 

3. In their intelligence. 



(35^0 I^^* ^ i^* Blessed is he that waiteth. 
I. The Nature of the Waiting. 

1. In faith. 3. In patience. 

2. In hope. 4. In preparation. 
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II. The Blessedness of the Waiting. 

1. Present. 

2. Future. 

3. Eternal. 

(35^0 I^^' xii. 13- But go thou thy way till the end be: for 
thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the 
days. 

I. Each of us has a Work. 

1. A providential work. 

2. An ecclesiastical work. 

3. A personal work. 

II. There is a Final Period to which we are 

BOUND TO LOOK FORWARD. 

1. The end of the providential dispensations of God. 

2. The end of the mediatorial kingdom of Christ — 

in its present form. 

3. The end of the world. 

III. Between the End of our Life and the End 

OF THE World we shall rest : Not in 
Annihilation or Unconsciousness. 
I. From reli^ous labours. 2. From religious fears. 

IV. At the End of the World we shall enter 

ON our Inheritance. 

1. The description includes the tenure by which 

the inheritance shall be held. 

2. The description includes the diversity of its allot- 

ments. 
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3* The description mcludes the degrees of its 

blessedness. 
4* The description includes the date of its possession. 



(3530 ^an. xiL 13. 

1. To every man there is appointed some usefid 

sphere of labour. 

2. A time is coming, when the servant of God shall 

be dismissed, and repose from his labour. 

3. There is a yet remoter period, when the servant 

of God shall recme his eternal recompense. 



(354*) D^- ^>* ^3- 

1. That the history of mankind is the history of 

great events. 

2. That in all ages these events have been sources 

of perplexity to many. 

3. That there will come a period, when all these 

events will meet in a solemn crisis. 

4. That at this solemn crisis the believer will appear 

in his own person, and in his appropriate 
position. 



(355O Col. iii. 16. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
f all wisdom. 

I. The Light in which the Bible should be re- 
garded — the Word of Christ. 
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1. In the historical part. 

2. In the prophetic part. 

3. In the ceremonial part. 

4. In the promissory part. 

5. In the doctrinal part. 

6. In the practical part. 

II. The manner in which the Bible should be 

TREATED IT SHOULD DWELL IN US. 

1. In our understanding. 

2. In our memory. 

3. In our heart. 

III. The Measure of the Claims of the Bible 

IN us. 

1. Our affection to it should be ardent. 

2. Our affection to it should be wise. 



(35^*) Phil. iii. ai. Who shall change our vile body. 
I. The Description of our present Body. 

1. It is vile in its materials. 

2. It is vile in the diseases and infirmities to which 

it is subject. 

3. It is vile in the sinful desires of which it is the seat. 

4. It is vile in its liability to the stroke of death. 

n. The Description of the Change that awaits 
OUR Body. 

1. It is necessary. 3 • It is glorious. 

2. It is wonderful. 4. It is divine. 
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(3570 Acts xvii. 6. Theae that have turned the world upside 
down are come hither also. 

1. The statement is true. 

2. It was calumniously uttered. 

3. It reflects the highest honour on Christianity. 

4. It indicates the direction in which some of the 

future triumphs of Christianity are to be won. 



(35^0 Isa. xliii. 5. Fear not; for I am with thee. 

I. The Duty. 

1. Fear not want. 4. Fear not dangers. 

2. Fear not perplexities. 5. Fear not death. 

3. Fear not duties. 

II. The Promise. 

1. * I am with thee' as a Friend. 

2. * I am with thee* as a Guide. 

3. * I am with thee' as a Guardian. 

4. * I am with thee' as a Comforter. 

(359*) Is^ XXXV. 4. Say to them that are of a fearful hearty Be 
strong^ fear not. 

I. A Counsel. 

1. Be strong in the power of religious principle. 

2. Be strong in the power of prayer. 

3. Be strong in the power of di^nine grace. 

4. Be strong in the power of Christ. 
H. A Caution. 

I. Fear not on account of the greatness of your sins. 
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2. Fear not on account of your remaining corrup- 

tions. 

3. Fear not on account of the dark dispensations of 

Providence. 



(360.) Mark v. 36. Be not afraid, only believe. 

1. To the anxious inquirer. 

2. To the afflicted believer. 

3. To the spiritual warrior. 

4. To the Christian philanthropist. 

5. To the dying saint. 



(361.) Luke xii. 3a. Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 

I. An Endearing Appellation. 

1 . A flock — ^gathered and separated, fed and tended, 

defended and protected by Him. 

2. A little flock — little then, little now. 

II. A Salutary Caution. 

1. Fear not want. 4. Fear not Satan. 

2. Fear not suffering. 5. Fear not death. 

3. Fear not persecution. 

III. A Cheering Assurance. 

1. God is your Father. 

2. He has promised you a kingdom. 

3. It is His determination to give you the kingdom. 



(3^2*) Rev. ui. 4* Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which 
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have not defiled their gannents; and they shall walk 
with me in white: for they are worthy. 

1. Their number. 

2. Their readeace. 

3. Their exemption from prevailing wickedness, or 

their purity. 

4. Thdr reward. 

5. The ground of their reward. 



(3^3*) ^^^°* ^^ 13- Have I also here looked after him that seeth 
me? 

I. Each of us is the Object of the Divine Notice. 

1. God sees us, in virtue of His omnipresence. 

2. God sees us, that we may be the objects of His 

pro^dential care. 

3. God sees us, as preparatory to the final judgment. 

II. There are Seasons when we are apt to forget 

THIS Truth. 

1. In the ordinary business of life. 

2. Under the force of temptation. 

3. In the hour of sorrow. 



(364.) a Cor. i. ao. For all the promises of God in him are yea, 
and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 

1. The relation of the promises to Christ. 

2. Thdr certdnty. 

3. Their design. 

4. The instrumentality of this design. 
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(365-) I Cor. i. 17. Lest the cross of Christ should be made of 
noneeflfect 

1. Making the crudfix the same as the cross. 

2. Treating the cross as identical with speculations 

about the cross. 

3. Exhibiting the cross as an instrument of salva- 

tion, apart from faith. 

4. Hindering, by subtle refinements, the sinner's 

way to the cross. 

5. Distrusting the power of the cross, or its attrac- 

tions. 

6. Abusing the cross for selfish, or sectarian, or 

sinister purposes. 



(366.) I Cor. i. 20, ai. Where is the wise? where is the scribe? 
where is the disputer of this world? hath not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after 
that, in the wisdom of Grod, the world by wisdom 
knew not Grod, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. 

1. A challenge to the students of human philosophy 

to accomplish the ends the Gospel is meant 
to serve. 

2. An assertion of their utter failure. 

3. A declaration of the wisdom of God — ^in the 

experiment He allowed of the powers of 
reason ; in the time He selected for the intro- 
duction of the Gospel ; in the means He now 
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employs in saving men : thus humbling human 
pride, and exhibiting the power of divine love. 



(3^7*) I Cor. i. ai. The world by wisdom knew not God. 

1. His existence 

2. His perfections. 

3. His moral government. 

4. His will. 

5. His worship. 

6. His purposes of mercy toward man. 



( 368.) I Cor. i. a I. It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 
to save them that believe. 

I. The apparent Foolishness of Preaching. 

1. When we consider what preaching is. 

2. When we consider who they are that preach. 

3. When we consider what they preach. 

4. When we consider to whom they preach. 

II. The real Wisdom of Preaching. 

1. The authority. 3. The promised aid. 

2. The theme. 4. The proved results 



(3^9*) I ^o^' ^' *^* ^^^ ^^^ ^^^> ^" ^^® wisdom of God, the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by 
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 

I. The World's Great Disease. 
I. Ungodliness. 
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2. Impurity and defilement. 

3. Helplessness. 

4. Aberration from God. 

5. Misery. 

II. Man's fruitless Remedies. 

r. The arts of peace. 4. False religion. 

2. War. 5. Infidelity. 

3. Legislation. 

in. Gk)D'S OWN EFFECTUAL CURE. 

1. The nature of the remedy. 

2. The adaptation of the remedy. 

3. The way in which we become interested in the 

remedy. 



(370.) I Cor. i. ai. 

r. The Gospel is a supernatural system. 

2. The Gospel is a plan of salvation. 

3. The Gospel is the result of divine wisdom. 

4. The Gospel is a manifestation of divine love. 

5. The Gospel is effectual for salvation only to 

them that believe. 



(37I«) I Cor. i. 23, 24. But we preach Christ crucified, unto 
the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness; But unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God. 
I. The Great Subject of the Christian Ministry. 



Digitized by 



Google 



i86 PLANS OF SERMONS. 

1. Declare the design of Christ's death. 

2. Explain the blessings flowing from it. 

3. Persuade men to seek an interest in it. 

II. The Manner in which it was, and is still 

RECEIVED. 

1. Some reject it vdth contemptuous abhorrence. 

2. Others recdve it with the deepest reverence. 



(372-) I Cor. i. 34. Christ the power of God. 

1. In the union of the divine and human natures in 

His person. 

2. In the miracles He performed. 

3. In the sufferings He endured. 

4. In His resurrection. 

5. In the conversion of sinners in every age. 



(3730 I Cor. i. 34. Christ the wisdom of God. 

1 . In ordaining a fit Mediator between God and man. 

2. In answering the opposite claims of justice and 

mercy, to the manifestation of the glory of 
God in both. 

3. In accomplishing the most glorious ends by the 

most unlikely means. 



(374*) I P^ ^^' 7* The end of all things is at hand: be ye there- 
fore sober^ and watch unto prayer. 
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I. A Declaration to be explained. 

1. The world is to have an end. 

2. The world is to have an end soon. 

II. An Exhortation to be enforced. 

1. Self-government. 

2. Watchfulness. 

3. Devotion. 



(3 75') » Cor. V. I. For we know, that, if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 
I. Our Bodily Condition in this World. 

1. The body is mean in its materials. 

2. The body is frail in its structure. 

3. The body is transitory in its duration. 

4. The body is destined to dissolution. 



(37^0 a Cor. V. I. 

II. Our Bodily Condition in a Future World. 

1. Our body shall be built up anew by the hand 

of its Maker. 

2. Our body shall be beautiful and vigorous in its 

structure. 

3. Our body shall be permanent in its duration. 

4. Our body shall be heavenly in its residence. 

III. The Lessons to be drawn from our Know- 

ledge OF THIS Contrast. 



Digitized by 



Google 



i88 PLANS OF SERMONS. 



Gratitude for the Gospel — Care of the body — ^Hope 
of heaven. 



(377*) John xiii. 8. If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 

1. All men are in a state of moral pollution. 

2. Christ is the source of moral purification. 

3. There is no alternative between bdng purified 

by Christ and remaining unclean. 

4. Believers need to apply to Christ for cleansing 

from day to day. 



(37^0 Heb. xii. 3. For consider him that endured such contra- 
diction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds. 

I. There is something said here of Christians : 

THEY are apt TO * BE WeARIED OR FaiNT 

IN THEIR Minds.' 

1. From the duration of the work. 

2. From the magnitude of the obstacles. 

3. From the lack of inward vigour. 

II. There is something said here of Christ. He 

'endured such Contradiction of Sinners 
against Himself.' 

1. He endured contradiction — ^against His person. 

His miracles. His preaching. His companions. 
His government. 

2. He endured the contradiction of sinners — all of 
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them sinners by nature and practice, some of 
them heinous sinners. 
3. He endured the contradiction of sinners against 
Himself, — a Person of such dignity and inno- 
cence. 
III. There is something said here of the Duty 
OF Christians in reference to Christ. 
They ought to * consider' Him. 

1. As thdr example. 

2. As the source of their strength. 



(379*) ^sa. liii. 5. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him ; and with his stripes we are healed. 

I. The Nature and Extent of Christ's Sufferings. 

1. From His friends. 3. From Satan. 

2. From His foes. 4. From God. 

II. The Purposes of Christ's Sufferings. 

1. They were substitutionary. 

2. They were penal. 

3. They were remedial. 



(380.) Acts xviii. a6. Whom when Aquila and Priscilla had 
heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto 
him the way of Grod more perfectly. 

Mistakes of the Awakened Sinner. 

I. He may resolve to gain heaven bv his own un- 
aided exertions. 
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2. He may strive by his repentance to make atone- 

ment for his transgressions. 

3. He may endeavour to obtain an interest in Christ, 

not by faith, but by good works. 

4. He may trust to his own merit as supplemented 

by the merit of Christ. 

(381*) Rev. iii. ao. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

1. The door of our heart is shut against Christ. 

2. Christ is seeking earnestly and importunately to 

gain admis^on into our heart. 

3. We ought to throw open the door of our heart 

for the reception of Christ. 

4. If we throw open the door of our heart. He will 

honour us with endearing and friendly inter- 
course. 



(382.) Exod. XV. a. My fether's God, and I will exalt him. 

I. Who was the God of our Fathers i 

1. Not a name, as Chance, or Fate, or Nature. 

2. Not a law, as the law of development. 

3. Not * the all,' as in the creed of the Pantheist. 

4. The God of the Bible, the God of all grace. 

II. What is it to exalt the God of our Fathers ? 

1. Not to build magnificent temples. 

2. Not to institute a gorgeous ritual. 
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3. To exalt Him to the throne of our affections. 

4. To exalt Him as the object of our worship. 

5. To exalt Him as our moral pattern. 

Ill, Why we should exalt the God of our 
Fathers. 

1. Because they worshipped and revered Him. 

2. Because they experienced His kindness and 

faithfulness. 

3. Because they earnestly desired us to remember 

Him. 



(3^3*) '^cts xxvi. a8. Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian. 

L What it is to be altogether persuaded to be 

A Christian. 

1. To believe the Christian religion. 

2. To profess it. 

3. To reduce it to practice. 

II. What it is to be almost persuaded to be a 
Christian. 

1 . We may have clear and distinct knowledge as to 

the way of salvation by the merits of Christ — 

2. We may be convinced of the desirableness of 

embracing Christ — 

3. We may have our feelings greatly exdted with 

regard to Christ, and the blessings of His 
salvation — 
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4. We may reform many of our evil habits — and yet 
be only almost persuaded to be Christians. 



(384.) ActsxxvLaS. 
III. What prevents those who are almost from 

BEING altogether PERSUADED TO BE CHRIS- 
TIANS. 

1. A want of deep and serious consideration. 

2. A desire to live in the good opinion of the Church 

and the world. 

3. Attachment to some besetting sin. 

4. A defective standard of religious attainment. 

5. Procrastination. 



(385.) Actsxxvi. a8. 
IV. Why SHOULD the Almost be entreated to 

BECOME THE ALTOGETHER CHRISTIAN ? 

1. Because his present condition excludes him from 

the benefits of the Gospel. 

2. Because his present condition is most offensive 

to God. 

3. Because his present condition is most unhappy. 

4. Because his present condition is most dangerous. 



(386.) Eph. iv. 13. Till we all come in the unity of the feith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
fect man, unto the measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ. 
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The Designs of the Christian Ministry. 

1. To bring Christians to the unity of the faith. 

2. To bring Christians to the knowledge of Christ. 

3. To bring Christians to the perfection of Chris- 

tian character. 

4. To bring Christians to the enjoymeiit of the 

fuhiess of Christ. 



(387O Ps- xliii. 5. Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? 

I. The Despondency of the Saint. 

1. From worldly misfortunes. 

2. From family bereavements. 

3. From threatened judgments. 

4. From the burden of indwelling sin. 

II. The Means by which the Despondency of the 

Saint may be removed. 

1. General confidence in God. 

2. The prospect of future happiness. 

III. The Reasons by which the Saint should br 

encouraged to use these Means. 

1. God is showing present kindness to him. 

2. God sustains a permanent relation to him. 



(388.) Col. i. I a. Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath 
made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light. 

I, Heaven is an inheritance. A patrimony, like 
Canaan. 



Digitized by 



Google 



194 PLANS OF SERMONS. 

2. It is the inheritance of the saints in light. — Of 

holy persons, in a glorious world. 

3. The Father g^ves to believers a meetness for it. 

4. Believers ought to thank the Father for their 

preparation for heaven. 



(3^9*) I Thess. V. 10, XI. Who died fiir us, that, whether we 
wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 
Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify- one 
another, even as also ye do. 

1. Christ's death for us. 

2. Our life with Him — ^here and hereafter. 

3. The practical improvement of both facts — 

mutual comfort, and mutual edificadon. 



(390.) Prov. xiv. 14. The backslider in heart shall be filled with 
his own ways. 

1. Backsliding has its seat or source in the heart. 

2. It may be ascribed to various causes — gradual 

remissness, sinful indulgence, love of the 
world, worldly sodety, infidel doubts. 

3. It may be checked by a remembrance of former 

attainments, by a sense of present unhappi- 
ness, by an anticipation of threatened judg- 
ments. 



(39'*) -^^B ^^ii* ^'* These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in jthat they received the word with all 
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readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so. 

1. They regarded the Scriptures as the only in- 

fallible standard of reli^ous truth. 

2. They deliberately tried the doctrines of the 

Apostles by this standard. 

3. They embraced these doctrines on a conviction 

of their truth. 



(392*) Eph. iv. ai. As the truth is in Jesus. 

1. What is truth? 

2. What is the truth as it is in Jesus ? 

3. How is this truth to be arrived at ? 

4. How is it to be promoted ? 



(3930 Ps. hcii. la. Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy. 

1. Of all the attributes of God, mercy is to us the 

most attractive. 

2. Unassisted reason discovers no trace of it. 

3. It is fully revealed in the Bible. 

4. It is specially revealed in the work of Christ. 

5. It is illustrated in the pardon of hdnous sinners. 



(394*) Job xxii. a I. Acquaint now thyself with God, and be at 
peace : thereby good shall come unto thee. 

I. Explain the Nature of Acquaintance with 

God. 
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1. It includes knowledge. 

2. It includes friendship. 

3. It includes communion. 

4. It includes confidence. 

II. Illustrate the Benefits that result from it. 
L. Peace — with God and in our own heart. 

2. Good — ^temporal and spiritual. 

3. Now — now or never. 

( 3950 Heb. xiii. 15, 16. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice 
of praise to God continually^ that is^ the fruit of our 
lipSy giving thanks to his name. But to do good and 
to communicate forget not : for with such sacrifices 
God is well pleased. 

1. We ought to give thanks and praise to God. 

2. We ought to do good. 

3. We ought to be kind to the poor. 

4. We ought to do all these things through Christ. 

5. If we do all these things, and do them all through 

Christ, God will be well pleased. 

(39^0 Acts V. 31. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to 
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to 
Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 
I. The Exaltation of Christ at the Right Hand 
OF God. 

1. The seat of honour. 

2. The seat of power. 

3. The seat of bliss. 
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II. The Offices with which He is invested. 

1. A Prince. — ^King of Zion. 

2. A Saviour. — Deliverer of His people. 

III. The Blessings He bestows. 

1. Repentance — a change of heart and a change 

of life. 

2. Forgiveness of sins — remission of thdr penalty. 



(397O Eph. V. 25. Christ loved the church. 

1. He freely and spontaneously undertook its cause. 

2. He suffered and died for it. 

3. He promotes its purity. 

4. He consults for its exten^on and protection. 

5. He vdll advance it to glory in heaven. 



(39"') Col- i- *8. Whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom ; that we may pre- 
sent every man periect in Christ Jesus. 
1. 1 shall preach Christ, — as God, as Mediator, as 

the Great Exemplar. 
2. 1 shall warn every man of the danger of reject - 

mg Christ. 
3. 1 shall teach every man tcr believe and obey Christ. 
4. 1 shall set before every man the goal of Christian 
perfection to which I seek to conduct him. 



(399*) I Thess. V. %%. Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
I. Explain the Duty. 
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1. Abstdn from everything equivocal in its appear- 

ance. 

2. Abstain from everything that tends to weaken 

your religious impressions. 

3. Abstain from everythmg that proves an incentive 

to sinful desires. 

4. Abstain from everything that is called a little sin. 
II. Enforce the Duty. 

1. It will prevent many of your falls. 

2. It will conduce to the peace of your mind. 

3. It will adorn your religious profession. 

4. It will augment your influence. 



(400.) Rev. vii. 9^ 10. After this I beheld^ and, lo, a great mul- 
titude, which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne,, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a 
loud voice, saying. Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

1 . Behold the redeemed in heaven ! — ^lo, what a vast 

number! 

2. Behold the redeemed in heaven ! — ^lo, how di- 

versified ! 

3. Behold the redeemed in heaven ! — lo, what a 

dignified position ! 

4. Behold the redeemed in heaven ! — ^lo, what 

glorious apparel ! 
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5. Behold the redeemed in heaven ! — ^lo, what a 
triumphant song ! 



(401 .) % Chron. vii. 17. And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before 
me, as David thy fether walked. 

1. like Solomon, you may have had a pious father. 

2. Then you are laid under additional obligations 

to be pious. 

3. If you are so, you shall inherit a blessing. 

4. If you are not, you shall be visited with a curse. 



(402.) £ph. Y. 1 6. Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
I. How Time is Lost. 

1. By idleness. 

2. By excessive amusements. 

3. By unprofitable talk. 

4. By exclusive attachment to worldly pursuits. 

5. By positive wickedness. 



(403.) Eph. V. 16. 

II. How IS Time to be Redeemed. 

1. By guarding against its loss. 

2. By acting according to rule or method. 

3. By specially attending to the parts of our time 

that are most precious. 

4. By being habitually engaged in doing good. 

III. Why is Time to be Redeemed. 
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1. Because it is short and uncertain. 

2. Because the work to be done in it is important. 

3. Because the days are evil. 



(^^) Ps. xc. 12. So teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdonu 

I. The Duty, 

1. To number their fewness. 

2. To number their fleetness. 

3. To number their uncertainty. 

II. The Prayer. 

1. By the flight of the seasons. 

2. By the prevalence of mortality around us. 

3. By the lessons of the Bible. 

4. By the mfluence of the Spirit. 

III. The End. 

1. That we may apply our hearts vigorously. 

2. That we may apply our hearts immediately. 



(405.) Heb. ix. 27. It is appointed unto men once to die. 
!• The Universal Appointment of Death. 

1. Men of all ages die. 

2. Men of all ranks die. 

3. Men of all professions die. 

4. Men of all characters die. 
II. The only two Exceptions. 

I. Enoch. 2. Elijah. 
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III. The Practical Improvement of the Subject. 

1. Let each of us remember that he is mortal. 

2. Let each of us live in habitual preparation for 

death. 



(406.) I Chron. xxix. 15. Our days on the earth are as a shadow^ 
and there is none abiding. 

I. Specify the Classes by which this Statement 

SHOULD BE CONSIDERED. 

1. Children. 4. The old. 

2. Young men. 5. The unconverted. 

3. The middle-aged. 

H. Suggest the Improvement they are bound to 

MAKE OF IT. 

1. To prepare for quitting this world, where there 

is none abiding. 

2. To prepare for entering that world where there 

is abiding. 



(407.) Ps. cxix. 19. 1 am a stranger in the earth. 

1. Because he knows but little of the world. 

2. Because he is not conformed to it. 

3. Because he does not make it his portion. 

4. Because he is often treated unkindly in it. 

5. Because he takes the Bible as his guide through it. 

6. Because he does not regard it as his home. 



Digitized by 



Google 



202 PLANS OF SERMONS. 

(408.) Ps. di. 24. 1 said^ O my God^ take me not away in the 
midst of my days. 

I. Some of the Reasons why the Young may wish 

TO LIVE. 

1. That they may prosecute the cultivadon of thdr 

mind. 

2. That they may witness conung changes of an 

auspidous kind. 

3. That they may soothe the declining years of 

their parents. 

4. That they may do good to others. 

5. That they may promote the glory of the Saviour. 

II. Some of the Reasons why the Young should 

BE WILLIKP TO DIE. 

1. Thdr death is cheered by expressions of special 

sympathy. 

2. Their death is disturbed by few worldly cares. 

3. Their death is attended with fewer remorseful 

memories. 

4. Thdr death hastens their admission into heaven. 

5. Thdr. death brings them to a speedier consum- 

mation of their moral and spiritual improve- 
ment. 



(409.) £ccles. ix. 1%, For man also knoweth not his time. 
I. What is implied in this Statement. 

I. That he does not know the time of his adversity. 
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2. That he does not know the time of his religious 

visitation. 

3. That he does not know the time of his death. 
u. What may be inferred from it. 

1. That he should not murmur against God. 

2. That he should not curiously pry into futurity. 

3. That he should sdze the present hour. 



(410.) Prov. xvi. 31. The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it 
be found in the way of righteousness. 

1. In the aged Christian is seen a proof of the power 

of character to command respect. 

2. In the aged Christian is seen an instance of the 

efficacy of the Gospel. 

3. In the aged Christian is seen a specimen of 

sanctified humanity. 

4. In the aged Christian is seen a representative of 

the inhabitants of heaven. 



(41 1 .) Job xvi. a». When a few years are come, then I shall go 
the way whence I shall not return. 

I. This is true. 

1. In a few years we shall all be dead. 

2. In a few years our destiny will be unalterably 

fixed. 

II. This is instructive. 

I. Let us not shorten our few years. 
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2. Let us at loosely to a world we must soon leave. 

3. Let us be preparing for eternity. 



(412.) Pa. cxvL 15. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of his saints. 

I. The Things that render the Death of a Saint 

PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF THE LoRD. 

1. Its rareness. 

2. Its intrinsic excellence. 

3. Its testimony to the truth and excellence of the 

Christian religion. 

4. Its consequences to the saint. 

II. The Things by which God testifies that the 

Death of the Saints is precious in His 
sight. 

1. By His watchful care over their lives. 

2. By His punishment of thdr persecutors. 

3. By the consolation He administers to them in 

their dying hour. 



(413*) I Sam. XX. 3* There is hut a step hetween me and death. 

1. The Bible teaches us that it is so. 

2. The. constitution or make of our own body. 

3. The nature and number of the diseases to which 

we are liable. 

4. The perils and accidents to which we are exposed. 

5. The instances of mortality we are called to witness. 
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(414.) Rgoxi. X. I. Brethren^ my heart's desire and prayer to God 
for Israel is, that they might be saved. 

I. You are my brethren. 

2. 1 wish you the blessing of salvation. 

3. 1 wish you this blessing heartily. 

4. 1 pray to God that this blessing may be yours. 



(415*) Rom. X. I. 

1. The object Paul wished his brethren to attdn. 

2. The strength of his desire that theyshould attain it. 

3. The means he employed that they might attain it. 

4. The consideration that heightened his interest in 

thdr welfare. 



(4160 Heb. ill. 7, 8. To-day, if ye will hear his voice. Harden 
not your hearts. 

1. The duty. 

2. The danger. 

3. The time. 

(417.) Ps. xxvii. 13. 1 had fainted, imless I had believed to see 
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 

1. The language of the saint in a state of poverty. 

2. The language of the saint in a state of dis- 

appointment. 

3. The language of the samt in a state of temptation. 

4. The language of the saint in a state of disease. 
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5. The language of the saint at the approach of 
death. 



(418.) Prov. xxvii. i. Boast not thyself of to-morrow ; for thou 
knowest not what a day may bring forth. 

1. Boast not — ^as to thy life. 

2. Boast not — as to thy wealth. 

3. Boast not — as to thy mental attainments. 

4. Boast not — as to thy reli^on. 



(419.) I Cor. XV. a6. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death. 

I. Death is the Christian's Enemy. 

1. Because it separates hun from his friends. 

2. Because it is preceded by disease as its forerunner. 

3. Because it fills the mind with doubts and fears. 

4. Because it separates the soul from the body. 

II. Death shall be destroyed by Christ. 

1. In the triumphs of the dying hour. 

2. In admission into heaven. 

3. In the blessedness of the resurrection-morn. 



(420.) Ps. xc. 10. The days of our years are threescore years 
and ten ; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore 
years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow : for it 
is soon cut off, and we fly away. 

I. Human life rarely exceeds seventy or eighty years. 
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2. Beyond that age, it is marked by incapacity to 

labour. 

3. Beyond that age, it is marked by liability to 

sorrow. 

4. Beyond that age, death is soon to be expected. 



(42 1.) 2 Cor. yi. 2. Behold^ now is the accepted time ; behold, 
now is the day of salvation. 

i. i shall endeavour to show you that we are 
now enjoying an accepted time and a 
Day of Salvation. 

1. In the ordinary preaching of the Gospel. 

2. In seasons of revival. 

II. I SHALL ENDEAVOUR TO SHOW YOU THE DuTY AND 

Propriety of attending immediately to 
THE Things that belong to your Peace. 

1. Delay mcreases your difficuldes. 

2. The strivings of the Spirit may be withdrawn. 

3. You may be deprived of your reli^ous oppor- 

tuniries. 



(42 2*) Matt, xxvii. 42. He saved others ; himself he cannot save. 
I. The Encomium. 

1. He saved others from dangers. 

2. He saved others from disease. 

3. He saved others from death. 

4. He saved others from sin. 
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II. The Calumny. 

1. In one sense it contains a vile falsehood ; for 

Christ is almighty. 

2. In another sense it contains a glorious truth. 

He could not save Himself, because He was 
appointed, and predicted, and desirous to be 
the Saviour of others. 



(4230 Mark x. 38. Can ye drink of the cup that I drink of? 

1. We cannot drink a cup of suffering so willingly. 

2. We cannot drink a cup of suffering so in- 

telligently. 

3. We cannot drink a cup of suffering with such 

bitter ingredients. 

4. We cannot drink a cup of suffering so capacious. 

5. We cannot drink a cup of suffering so deadly. 



(424.) I Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners ; of whom I am chief. 

I. The Saying. 

1. A fact. 

2. The reason of the fact. 

3. The persons for whose benefit this arrangement 

is intended. 

II. The Properties of the Saying. 

I. It is faithful, or worthy to be believed. 
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2. It is worthy of all acceptation, oi> worthy to be 
recdved by all. 

(42 5') John vii. 46- Never man spake like this man. 

Tbe Excellence of our Saviour as a Teacher. 

I. In His Manner. 

1. Its plamness. 3. Its earnestness. 

2. Its appropriateness. 4. Its authority. 

II. In His Matter. 

1. How sublime and comprehensive His doctrines ! 

2. How pure and spiritual His precepts ! 

3. How solemn and awful the sanctions by which 

He enforced His teaching ! 

(426.) Matt. xii. 42. Behold^ a greater than Solomon is here. 
Christ Greater than Solomon in those re- 
spects IN which Solomon was Greater 

THAN OTHER MEN. 

1. In His deamess to God. 

2. In His wisdom. 

3. In His character. 

4. In His temple-building. 

5. In the extent and peacefuhiess of His dominions. 



(427O John X. 18. 1 lay it down of myself. 
Illustration of the Voluntary Nature of the 
Saviour's Sufferings, by a review of 
several occasions on which there was 
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A WAY OF Escape from them, of which 
He did not take advantage. 

1. From the plots of the Jewish rulers. 

2. From the treachery of Judas. 

3. From the officers and the mob. 

4. From His judges. 

5. From His executioners— even on the cross. 



(428.) Rom. V. I. Being justified by feith, we have peace with 
Gody through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1. What is justificadon ? 

2. What is its procuring cause ? 

3. How does it become ours ? 

4. When are we justified ? 

5. What follows justificadon ? Peace with God. 

6. How urgently should we all seek justification ! 



(429*) Heb. vi. 17, 18. Wherein God, willing more abundantly 
to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of 
his counsel, confirmed it by an oath ; That by two 
immutable things, in which it was impossible for Qlxi 
to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us. 

I. The Character of the People of God. 

1. They are the heirs of the promise. 

2. They have fled to Christ for refuge. 

3. They are laying hold on the hope that is set 

before them in the Gospel. 
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II. The Consolation of the People of God. 

1. It arises from the will of God. 

2. It arises from His counsel. 

3. It arises from His oath. 



(43^0 Acts xiii. a8-3o. And though they found no cause of 
death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should 
be slain. And when they had fulfilled all that was 
written of him, they took him down from the tree, 
and laid him in a sepulchre. But God raised him 
from the dead. 
The Aspects in which Christ is here presented 
TO us. 

1. As innocent of all the charges brought against 

Him. 

2. As delivered by Pilate to be slain. 

3. As sufFering all that had been foretold concern- 

ing Him. 

4. As removed from the cross to the tomb. 

5. As raised from the dead. 



(43 ^0 Jol^ xix- 5* Behold the man ! 
The Feelings with which these Words were 
and may be uttered. 

1. Pity. 3. Faith. 

2. Mockery. 4, Admiration. 

(432-) John xix. 5. 

I. Behold the Man of dignity. 
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2. Behold the Man of humility. 

3. Behold the Man of purity. 

4. Behold the Man of suffering. 

5. Behold the Man of glory. 



(43 30 Luke i. 78, 79. Through the tender mercy of our 
God, the day-spring horn on high hath visited us. 
To give light to them that sit in darimess and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. 

I. The Condition of the World previouslt to 

THE Advent of Christ. 

1. A state of ignorance. 

2. A state of danger. 

II. The Mercy of God toward the World in 

THAT Condition. 

1. Undeserved. 

2. Unsolicited. 

3. Seasonable. 

hi. The Manner in which the Merct of God 
WAS manifested. 

1. He sent His Son to enlighten it in its ignorance. 

2. He sent His Son to guide it in its danger. 



(434*) l^^h. xiiL 8. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever. 

I. In His bdng or essence. 2. In His perfections. 
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3. In His offices. 5. In His promises. 

4. In His doctrine. 6. In His threatenings. 

(435O Luke xii. 50. But I have a baptism to be baptized with ; 
and how am I straitened tiU it be accomplished ! 

I. The Figxjrative Description of Christ's Suf- 

ferings. 

1. It points out thdr severity. 

2. It points out thdr design. 

II. His Foresight of His Sufferings. 

1. He foresaw them drcnmstantially. 

2. He foresaw them vdth a trembling heart. 

hi. His Reasons for desiring their Accomplish- 
ment. 

1. Some of them had reference to Himself. 

2. Some of them had reference to His Father. 

3. Some of them had reference to mankind. . 



(43^0 Luke XT. 10. Likewise, I say unto you. There is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth. 

I. The Repenting Sinner. 

1. He is convinced of sio. 

2. He is sorry for it. 

3. He is alarmed about its consequences. 
4* He confesses and renounces iL 

II. The Joy felt in Heaven in consequence of his 

Repentance. 
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1. The angels rejoice, because an immortal being 

is delivered from guilt and sin. 

2. The angels rejoice, because the glory of God is 

more conspicuously displayed. 

3. The angels rejoice, because additional evidence 

is afforded of the Redeemer's power to save. 

4. The angels rejoice, because tliey obtain a fresh 

companion, and a new field for the exercise 
of thdr love and compassion. 



(437O Luke ii. 34, 35. And Simeon blessed them, and said imto 
Mary his mother. Behold, this child is set for the fall 
and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which 
shall be spoken against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce 
through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed. 

1. What this child was to be to His enemies — ^an 

object of opposition, and an occasion of ruin. 

2. What He was to be to His mother — a cause of 

acute suffering (by sympathy). 

3. What He was to be to His people — ^the author 

of their recovery or restoration. 

4. What He was to be to all mankind — a test or 

touchstone of thdr moral and spiritual state. 



(438*) Matt, xxvii. 25. Then answered all the people, and said. 
His blood be on us, and on our children. 

I. Let us look at the different parties — Pilate, 
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Jesus, and the priests or other dignitaries 
of the Jews. 

2. Let us look at the vehemence which the accusers 

displayed — obstinately resisting all the efforts 
of Pilate to liberate Jesus. 

3. Let us look at the guilt of the Jewish people — 

clamouring for the blood of the innocent, 
and volunteering to assume the responsibility 
of His murder. 

4. Let us look at the issue of thdr imprecation — 

in the destruction of Jerusalem, and in the 
subsequent dispersion of the covenant people. 

5. Let us look at the practical improvement of the 

whole transaction — in the way of warning, 
and in the way of instruction. 



(439O Rev. xxii. 16. 1 am the bright and morning star. 

I. What Christ is in Himself. 

1. Heavenly in His origin. 

2. Beautiful and benign in His character. 

3. Brilliant and efRilgent in His influence. 

II. What He is to His People. 

1. He enlightens them. 

2. He guides them. 

3. He cheers them. 



(440.) Lev. xvi. 34* And this shall be an everlasting statute unto 
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jovLy to make an atonement for the children of Israel^ 
for all their Bins. 

1. The high priest was to perform alone all the 

services of the great day of atonement. — 
Christ the only High Priest of mankind. 

2. He was to be clothed in the plainest raiment. — 

The humiliadon of Christ. 

3. He was to be legally purified before he offered 

sacrifice. — ^The moral perfection of Christ. 

4. Two goats being selected, and placed before the 

door of the tabernacle, lots were to be cast 
over them, and the disposal of each was to 
be left to the Lord. — The dime appdntment 
of Christ to be the Saviour. 

5. One of the goats, according to the lot, or divine 

designation, was to be offered in sacrifice. — 
The sacrifice of Christ. 

6. The other goat was to be loaded vnth sin, and 

sent away by the hand of a fit person into 
the wilderness. — ^The resurrection and exalta- 
tion of Christ. 

7. After the disposal of the two goats, the high 

priest appeared to the people in his high 
pontifical robes. — ^The intercession of Christ. 

8. The great day of atonement was a day of national 

humiliation for sin. — Confession of our short- 
comings even in holy things. 
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9. The result of the whole services of the day was 
reconciliation to God.— Reconciliation through 
Christ not typical, but real. 



(44^ •) R^' i- 17? i8' And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as 
dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying 
unto me, Fear not ; I am the first and the last : I am 
he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
for evermore. Amen; and have the keys of hell and of 
death. 

I. This Passage exhibits Christ as Divine in His 

Nature. 

1. As divine, He is eternal. 

2. As divine, He is self-existent. 

II. This Passage exhibits Christ as Priestly in 

His Office. 

1. As a Priest, He died to atone. 

2. As a Priest, He lives to intercede. 

III. This Passage exhibits Christ as Sovereign 

IN His Administration. 

1. As sovereign, He wields uncontrollable autho- 

rity. 

2. As sovereign. He exercises all His prerogatives 

for the benefit of His people. 



(44^') I P^ '• I*- Which things the angels desire to look into. 
I. What Things ? 

I. The dme of Christ's coming. 
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2. His sufFerings. 

3. His glory. 
II. Why ? 

1. As a study to increase thdr knowledge. 

2. As an aid to devotion. 

3 . As a gratification to thdr benevolent sympathies. 

4. As a means of thdr own confirmation. 



(443.) Prov. xxiii. 26. My son, give me thine heart. 

I. What is implied in Giving the Heart to God. 

1. That it is given sincerely. 

2. That it is given entirely. 

3. That it is ^ven freely. 

4. That it is given for ever. 

II. Why the Heart should be Given to God. 

1. He is worthy of it. 3. He demands it. 

2, He has a title to it. 4. He will bless it. 



(444.) I John ii. 14. I have written unto you, young men, 
because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth 
in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one. 

To Toung Men. 
Three Characteristics of the Christian Toung Man. 
I. He IS Strong. 

1. Not in bodily strength. Samson. 

2. Not in mental strength. Solomon. 

3. In spiritual strength. Paul ; Abraham. 
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II. The Word of God abideth in him. 

1. This implies a firm persuasion that the Bible is 

the Word of God. 

2. This implies an intelligent acqumntance with its 

contents, 
g. This implies the use of it in the formation of the 
character, and the guidance of the life. 

III. He overcomes the Wicked One. 

1. In his temptation to the excessive pursuit of 

knowledge. 

2. In his temptation to the excessive pursuit of 

pleasure. 

3. In his temptation to the excessive pursuit of 
* show or appearances. 



(445.) I John V. 4. For whatsoever is born of God, overcometh 
the world. 

To the Middle^ged. 

I. That which constitutes a Christian. A New 

Birth. 

1. Its nature. 3. Its instrumentality. 

2. Its Author. 4. Its advantages. 

II. That which signalizes a Christian. Victory 

OVER the World. 

1. Over the spirit of the world as his guiding im- 

pulse. 

2. Over the love of the world as his rulmg passion. 
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3. Over the fear of the world as his paramount 

dread. 

4. Over the pleasures of the world as his dominant 

pursuits. 



(446.) Acts xxi. 16. There went with us also certain of the dis- 
ciples of Cesarea, and brought with them one Mnascxi 
of Cyprus, an old disciple, with whom we should lodge. 

To the Old. 

I. Let us illustrate this Account of Mnason. 

1. He had long been a member of the Church. 

2. He had long been a reader of the Bible. 

3. He had long been an example of the Christian 

graces. 

4. He had long been a leader in works of usefulness. 

II. Let us extract from it a few Reflections 

that may be useful to all. 

1. In Mnason we see a proof of God's peculiar 

care of His own. 

2. In Mnason we see an evidence of the power of 

the Gospel. 

3. In Mnason we see a specimen of the more ad- 

vanced type of Christian character. 

4. In Mnason we see an intimation of the attain- 

ments of the saints in heaven. 

5. In Mnason we see an object of our own venera- 

tion, and love, and service. 
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(447 •) Prov. xxii. 6. Train up a child in the way he should go ; 
and when he is old, he will not depart from it. 

To Parents. 
I. The Duty. 

1. Train them early. 

2. Train them intellectually. 

3. Train them morally. 

4. Train them reli^ously. 



(448.) Prov. xxii. 6. 
II. The Manner in which the Duty is to be 

PERFORMED. 

1. By precept. 3. By discipline. 

2. By example. 4. By education. 



(449.) Prov. xxii. 6. 

III. The Encouragements to Discharge the Duty. 

1. A regard to the happiness of the child. 

2. A regard to the happiness of the parents. 

3. A regard to the happiness of society. 



(450.) Exod. XX. iz. Honour thy &ther and thy mother; that 
thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee. 

To Children. 
I. The Honour that is due to Parents. 

1. Reverence. 3. Obedience. 

2. Affection. 4. Aid. 
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II. The Promise annexed to the Commandment 

THAT enjoins IT. 

1. Of prosperity on earth. 

2. Of endless life in heaven. 



(45^*) I Peter iii. 7. Likewise^ ye husbands^ dwell with them 
according to knowledge^ giving honour unto the wife^ 
as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together 
of the grace of life ; that your prayers be not hindered. 

To Husbands, 

1. The husband should have an intelligent appre- 

ciation of his duty to his vnle. 

2. He should sympathize vnth her infirmities. 

3. He should honour her as a fellow-Christian. 

4. He should pray with and for her. 



(452.) I Cor. vii. 16. For what knowest thou, O lyife, whether 
thou shalt save thy husband ? 
2o Wives. 

I. Realize the Condition of the Woman here 

DESCRIBED. 

1. She is a Christian, married to a man that is not 

a Christian. 

2 . She is greatly distressed on account of the reli^ous 

differences between her and her husband. 

II. Explain her Duty in that Condition. 

I. She ought to exemplify the power of reli^on in 
her intercourse with her husband. 
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2. She ought to converse with him on the nature 

and importance of religion. 

3. She ought to pray for him. 



(4530 a Sam, vi. ao. Then David returned to bless his household. 
To Masters. 

I. Explain how Christians may Bless their 

Household. 

1. By a consistent example. 

2. By suitable education. 

3. By well-regulated discipline. 

4. By united prayer. 

5. By due regard to the Sabbath and to public 

worship. 

II. Show the Reasonableness and Advantages of 

THIS Duty. 

1. With regard to the head of the family. 

2. With regard to the children and domestics. 

3. With regard to the neighbours or spectators. 



(454*) Col. ilL aa-»4. Servants, obey in all things your masters 
according to the flesh ; not with eye-service, as men- 
pleasers ; but in singleness of heart, fearing God : And 
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men ; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall re- 
ceive the reward of the inheritance : for ye serve the 
Lord Christ. 
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To Servants. 

I, The Obedience due from Servants to their 

Masters. 

1. It should extend to all that is included in the 

contract. 

2. It should be rendered from a regard to the praise 

not of man, but of God. 

3. It should be sincere and consdendous. 

II. The Motives by which it may be enforced. 

1. The hope of heaven. 

2. The service of Christ in the service of other 

masters. 



(455*) I Tim. iii. 15. That thou mayest know how thou oughtest 
to behave thyself in the house of God. 

To the Office-bearers and Members of the Church. 

I. The Proper Behaviour of the Office-bearers 

OF the House of God. 

1. To provide scriptural and suitable instruction. 

2. To regulate the admission of members. 

3. To administer discipline. 

4. To be leaders in every good work. 

II. The Proper Behaviour of the Members. 

1. To acknowledge the authority of the Head of 

the Church. 

2. To love its members. 

3. To profit by its ordinances. 
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4. To maintain its honour. 

5. To consult for its interests. 



(45"*) Mark x. 23. How hardly shall they that have riches enter 
into the kmgdom of God ! 

To the Rich. 

I. The Snares of Affluence. 

1. It begets an inordinate love of pleasure. 

2. It banishes from the memory all considerations 

of God and religion. 

3. It produces an insensibility to the attractions of 

the Gospel. 

II. The Practical Reflections that are sug- 

gested BY the Snares of Affluence. 

1. Affluence is not a proof of a state of grace. 

2. The loss of wealth may be a spiritual gain. 

3. Both religion and happiness abound most in the 

middle re^on, between extreme wealth and 
extreme poverty. 

4. The hope of heaven should reconcile us to 

present hardship. 



(4570 James ii. 5. Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not 
God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and 
heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them 
that love him? 

To the Poor. 
I. The Import of the Statement. 
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1 . Not that only the poor are chosen. 

2. Not that all the poor are chosen. 

3. More of the poor are chosen than of the rich. 
II. The Reasons of the Fact. 

1. It illustrates the sovereignty of God. 

2. It furnishes a powerful argument for the truth 

of Christianity. 

3. It occasions a magnificent display of the character 

and genius of the Gospel. 

4. It shows the estimate that is formed by God of 

the value of wealth. 

5. It teaches Christians to raise thdr thoughts to 

heaven. 



(458.) Amos vL I. Woe to them that are at ease in Zion. 
To the Careless. 

I. The State of Mind that is reproved in this 

Passage. 

1. It includes carnal security. Verse I. 

2. It includes presumptuous unbelief. Verses 2,3. 

3. It includes sensual indulgence. Verses 4, 5, 6, 

first clause. 

4. It includes selfish indifference. Verse 6, last 

clause. 

II. The Justice of the Woe denounced against it. 
I. Such a state of mind indicates a lurking enmity 

against God. 
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2. Such a state of mind indicates insendbility to the 

claims of Jesus. 

3. Such a state of mind indicates a deep-seated un- 

belief of coming judgment. 



(459O Luke xii. %i. So is he that layeth up treasure for himself^ 
and is not rich toward God. 

To the JTorldling. 

I. Who is he that is rich toward God? 

1. He that is rich in the esdmadon of God. 

2. He that is rich in the favour of God. 

3. He that is rich in the graces which God imparts. 

4. He that is rich in a dtle to the inheritance which 

God has promised. 

II. Who is he that lays up Treasure for himself ? 

1. He whose ruling pas^on is the accumulation of 

worldly wealth. 

2. He who expends his wealth (employs it) only 

for his selfish gratification. 
hi. Where lies the Folly of him who is not 
rich toward god, but lays up treasures 
for himself ? 

1. His wealth does not make him happy while he 

retains it. 

2. His wealth may be snatched from him by 

innumerable casualties. 

3. His wealth must be resigned at death. 
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4, His wealth must be exchanged hereafter for 
treasures of vengeance. 
IV. What should be our personal application of 

THESE THINGS ? 

1. To the worldling — How unhappy ! 

2. To the unconverted, of whatever description — 

How urgent the need of better blessings than 
this world can give ! 

3. To Christians — How thankful for the better and 

more enduring substance ! 

4. To all — How desirable it is that we should be 

eager to be rich toward God ! 



(460.) John xvL 9. Of sin, because they believe not on me. 
Ti the Unbeliever, 

I. The Nature of Unbelief. 

1. It may or it may not include disbelief of the 

divine origin of the Gospel. 

2. It may or it may not include disbelief of the 

leading doctrines of the Gospel. 

3. It uniformly includes rejection of the method of 

salvation proclaimed in the Gospel. 

II. Its exceeding Sinfulness. 

1. It involves resistance to the clearest light. 

2 . It involves opposition to the most powerful motives. 

3 . It involves contempt of the most glorious of beings. 

4. It involves neglect of the highest interests. 
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(46 1 .) % Tim. iii. $• Having a fonn of godliness^ but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away. 

Ti the Formalist. 

I. Godliness has a Form. 

1. This is indispensable. 

2. This is attractive. 

3. This is advantageous. 

II. The Form of Godliness may exist apart from 

ITS Power. 

1. This is possible. 

2. This is deplorable. 

3. This is fatal. 

III. The Form of Godliness apart from its Power 

IS TO BE avoided. 

1. Turn away from the formalist, not with con- 

tempt, or indifference, or despair. 

2. Turn away from him, lest we mislead him into 

an opinion of his safety; lest we catch his 
spirit ; lest we leave on the mind of worldly 
men an impression that he is a true Christian. 



(462.) Acts xvi. 29, 30. Then he called for a light, and sprang 
in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and 
Silas, And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved ? 

To the Awakened Sinner. 
I. This question bespeaks a sense of sin. 
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2. This question bespeaks a dread of coming wrath. 

3. This question bespeaks a desire of defiverance. 

4. This question bespeaks a wish for instruction. 

5. This questicm bespeaks a \nllingness to submit 

to the terms of salvation, which have been 
revealed by sufEdent authority. 



(^3.) 2 Cor. vi. ». Bdiold, now is the accqited time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation. 

To the Procrastinator, 

I. Repentance ought not to be Delayed, when 

WE CONSIDER THE NATURE OF REPENTANCE, 

AND THE Command of God concerning it. 

1 . Its nature — ^a change of heart, and a change of life. 

2. God's command — distinct and peremptory. 

H. Repentance ought not to be Delayed, because 
Delay will increase its Difficulties. 

1. From the power of habit, of sinful habit. 

2. From the cessation of the strivings of the Holy 

Spirit. 
III. Repentance ought not to be Delayed, because 
Circumstances may occur to render it 
Impracticable. 

1. There may be change of residence. 

2. There may be loss of health. 

3. There may be loss of reason. 

4. There may be loss of life. 
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(i:^64«) Ezek. xxi. i6. Go thee one way or other^ either on the 
right hand^ or on the left, whithersoever thy fisice is set. 

Ti the Waverer. 

I. The Nature of Religious Decision. 

1. It is founded on a special regard to the Word of 

God. 

2. It is exercised in matters that are religious. 

3. It spurns all considerations of consequences. 

4. It acts uniformly and undeviatingly. 

II. Its Importance. 

1. As an index of Christian consistency. 

2. As a test of personal Christianity. 

3. As a passport to general confidence. 

4. As an element of usefulness. 



{465.) Mark xii. 34. Thou art not fer from the kingdom of God. 
To the Almost Christian, 

I. Describe him. 

1. He may have a considerable knowledge of re- 

ligion. 

2. He may have strong convictions of sin. 

3. He may have a good reputation among men. 

4. He may have freedom from many of the vices 

by which he was once enslaved. 

5. He may have a liking for the public and private 

exercises of devotion as forms. 

II. Warn him. 
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1 . He will not, in his present state^ attain the bless- 

ings of salvation. 

2. His ruin vn\l be all the greater on account of 

his attainments. 



{^66,) Jer. xxxi. 18-20. 1 have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning 
himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and I was chas- 
tisedy as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn 
thou me^ and I shall be turned; for thou art the Lord 
my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repented; 
and after that I was instructed, I smote upon my 
thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because 
I did bear the reproach of my youth. Is Ephraim my 
dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake 
against him, I do earnestly remember him still ; there- 
fore my bowels are troubled for him: I will surely 
have mercy upon him, saith the Lord. 

To the Penitent. 

I. The Soliloquy of the Penitent. 

1 . He reflects on his misimprovement of the dealings 

of God with him. 

2. He prays for converting grace. 

3. He describes the working of his mind. 

4. He assigns spedal prominence to his youthful sins. 

II. The Address of God to him. 

1 . He owns him as a son. 

2. He declares that he has a place in His memory. 

3. He expresses His sympathy with him. 

4. He promises him mercy. 
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(467O Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth^ and is baptized, shall be 
saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

TJ? the Believer, 

I. The Importance of this Declaration. 

1. From the dignity of the Speaker. 

2. From His infallible knowledge and resistless 

power. 

3. From His unimpeachable veradty. 

II. The Terms of Salvation it announces. 

1. Faith, as the instrument of union to Christ. 

2. Baptism, as a profession of faith. 

HI. The Awful Consequences of Rejecting these 
Terms. 

1. The unbeliever remains in his sins. 

2. The unbeliever incurs additional guilt. 

3. The unbeliever suffers in the present world. 

4. The unbeliever inflicts injury on the highest 

interests of society. 

5. The unbeliever exposes himself to everlasting 

punishment. 
IV. The Happy Consequences of Accepting these 
Terms. 

1. The believer shall be saved from condemnation. 

2. The believer shall be saved from the power of sm. 

3. The believer shall be saved from the fear of 

death. 

4. The believer shall be saved from everlasting ruin. 
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(468.} H08. xiv. 5-7. I will be as the dew unto Israel : he shall 
grow as the lily^ and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 
His branches shall spread^ and his beauty shall be as 
the olive-tree^ and his smell as Lebanon. They that 
dwell under his shadow shall return ; they shall revive 
as the com^ and grow as the vine: the scent thereof 
shall be as the wine of Lebanon. 

To the Progressive Christian. 

I. The Spiritual Influence which God promises 

TO His People. 
I. Like the dew in its source. 
2 like the dew in its silence. 

3. Like the dew in its seasonableness. 

4. Like the dew in its abundance. 

II. Its Beneficial Results. 

1. Growth. 4. Fragrance. 

2. Stability. 5. Fertility. 

3. Beauty. 

{469O Titus iii. i. Be ready to every good work. 
To the Active Christian. 
I. The Course of Action enjoined. 

1. Good works to the bodies of others. 

2. Good works to the souls of others. 

3. Good works to the Christian Church. 
II The Qualifications supposed. 

1. Cheerfulness. 3. Perseverance. 

2. Promptitude. 4. Catholicity. 

III. The Motives. 
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1. The genius of our religion. 

2. The example of Christ. 

3. Personal improvement. 

4. Future reward — of grace. 



(470.) Luke iv. aj. Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, 
Physician^ heal thyself. 

To the Inconsistent Christian. 

I. By whom are the Inconsistencies of Christians 

CHIEFLY DENOUNCED ? 

1. By infidels. 

2. By rationalizing believers. 

3. By Papists. 

4. By eminent Christians. 

II. For what Purpose ? 

1. To invalidate the evidence of the divine origin 

of Christianity. 

2. To bring discredit on evangelical religion. 

3. To calumniate Protestantism. 

4. To elevate the standard of Christian attainment. 



(47^0 Lukeiv. 13. 
Christians are not so Inconsistent as they are 
represented to be. 

1. All are not Christians who usurp the name. 

2. All Christians are not responsible for the short- 

comings even of genuine Christians. 
g. All Christians are men ; and in trjdng them by 
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the standard of thdr religion, the same allow- 
ance must be made for them as for other men. 

4. Christians should be judged by thdr general 

conduct, and not by individual actions. 

5. Christians should be compared with men who 

are their peers in everythmg except their re- 
ligion. 



(472.) Luke iv. 23. 
The Inconsistencies of Christians furnish no 
Valid Objection against the Divine 
Origin of Christianity. 

1. It does not recommend, or palliate, or defend 

them. 

2. It makes ample provision for their removal by 

the doctrines it teaches, by the precepts it 
delivers, by the motives it presents, by the 
spiritual influence it promises. 

3. It has produced many of the finest spedmens of 

human character the world, throughout the 
whole course of its history, has ever witnessed. 

4. It has exercised an indirect influence, of a most 

elevating description, on multitudes who are 
strangers to its saving power. 

5. It has exerdsed on its most inconsistent disdples 

an ameliorating efficacy, to which no system 
of philosophy or reli^on can adduce parallels. 
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(473-) I-uke iv. 23. 
The Inconsistencies of Christians furnish no 
Valid Objection to the Doctrines of 
Grace, as they are called. 

1. These doctrines leave all the usual arguments 

for a holy life untouched. 

2. They remove that invincible obstruction to a 

holy life which arises from a sense of guilt, 
and from a self-righteous and superstidous 
attempt to earn, by personal merit, pardon 
and acceptance. 

3. They furnish, in the love of God in Christ, the 

most powerful motive to a holy life that has 
ever been urged, 

4. They secure an adequate supply of the influence 

of the Holy Spirit. 

5. They have produced, in the martyrs, reformers, 

missionaries, and others, an order of men to 
which neither Popery nor Sodnianism has any 
equals. 



(474O Luke iv. »3. 
The Grief which the Inconsistencies of Chris- 
tians SHOULD AWAKEN IN FELLOW-ChRIS- 
TIANS. 

I. Because inconastent professors bring dishonour 
on the names of God and of the Saviour. 
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2. Because inconsistent professors lower the general 

standard of Christian attainment. 

3. Because incon^tent professors hang as a dead 

wdght on the energies of the Church. 

4. Because incon^stent professors are little likely 

to be brought to a saving acquaintance with 
Christ. 



(475.) Luke iv. 23. 
The Duties which the Inconsistencies of Chris- 
tians IMPOSE ON THE FrIENDS OF ChRIST. 

1. A habitual watchfulness over their conduct. 

2. A consdendous discharge of relative duty. 

3. A foregoing of certain rights and privileges for 

the good of others. 

4. Thorough adoption of the great principles of 

Christianity. 

5. Prayer. 

(476.) Luke iv. 23. 
Real Inconsistencies of Christians. 

1. It is inconsistent to live in the wilful and habitual 

practice of known sm. 

2. It is inconsistent to pursue a doubtful course of 

action, without seeking to ascertain whether 
it is right or wrong. 

3. It is inconsistent to conform to worldly habits 

of thinking and acting. 
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4. It is inconsistent to be chargeable with vices 

which respectable men of the world abhor. 

5. It is inconsistent to be incUfFerent to the progress 

and prosperity of the cause of Christ. 



(47 7') Jer. viiL 5. Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden 
back by a perpetual backsliding ' 

To the Backslider. 
The Causes of Backsliding. 

1. The fear of man. 

2. Intercourse with worldly society. 

3. Presumption. 

4. Secret sin. 

5. Neglect of prayer. 



(478-) Jer. viii. 5. 
The Symptoms of Backsliding. 

1. The absence of pleasure in attending to the 

secret exerdses of reli^on. 

2. Irregular and unprofitable attendance on public 

ordinances. 

3. Unwillingness to act or suffer for the honour of 

Christ. 

4. Uncharitable feelings toward fellow-Christians. 

5. Indulgence in sins once abandoned. 



(479-) Jer. viiL 5. 
The Forms of Backsliding. 
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1. Declension into error. 

2. Declension into unbelief. 

3. Declen^on into lukewarmness, or want of love. 

4. Declension into prayerlessness. 

5. Declensbn into immorality. 

6. Declension into open rejection of a Christian 

profession. 



(48o.)jer.viii.5. 

The Evils of Backsliding, 

I. Its Evils to the Backslider. 

1. It diminishes his happiness. 

2. It arrests his progress. 

3. It destroys his usefulness. 

II. Its Evils to others. 

1. It staggers the anxious inquirer. 

2. It seduces the weak Christian. 

3. It embarrasses all the friends of religion. 

4. It supplies materials to the mocker. 



(481-) Jer. viii. 5. 
The Cure of Backsliding. 

1. Let the backslider remember from whence he 

has fallen. 

2. Let the backslider reflect on his guilt and danger. 

3. Let the backslider return to God, from whom he 

has wandered. 

4. Let the backslider live near to Christ. 
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5. Let the backslider forsake the sin into which he 

has fallen. 

6. Let the backsUder learn to depend on the pro- 

mised aid of the Holy Spirit. 



(482.) Eccles. vii. 14. In the day of prosperity be joyful. 
To the Prosperous Christian, 

I. Define the Day of Prosperity. 

1. When we enjoy health of body and mind. 

2. When we possess a competent portion of the 

good things of this life. 

3. When we are surrounded by a drcle of friends 

and relatives. 

4. When we have attained a high social position. 

II. Explain its Appropriate Joy. 

1. It should be devout. 

2. It should be benevolent. 

3. It should be grateful. 

4. It should be moderate. 

(4"30 Eccles. vii. 14. In the day of adversity consider. 
To the Afflicted Christian. 
I. Define the Day of Adversity. 

1. When we are seized with sickness. 

2. When we are stripped of our property. 

3. When we are disappointed in our hopes. 

4. When we are assailed in our reputation. 

5. When we are bereaved of our relatives and friends. 
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II. Explain what we ought to consider. 

1. The author of our adversity. 

2. Its cause. 

3. Its dedgn. 

4. Its consolations. 

5. Its issue. 

(484.) Neh. viiL 10. The joy of the Lord is your strength. 
To the Joyful Christian. 

I. The Christian's Joy is the Joy of the Lord. 

1. The joy He enjoins. 4. The joy He constitutes. 

2. The joy He promises. 5. The joy He shares. 

3. The joy He inspires. 

II. The Christian's Joy is a Source of Strength. 

1. In his profession of religion. 

2. In his efforts to recommend religion to others. 

3. In his discharge of his duties. 

4. In his trials and temptations. 

5. In the hour of death. 

(4"5*) Ps. cxxxvii. a. We hanged our harps upon the willows in 
the midst thereof. 

To the Sorrowful Christian. 
The Sources of Spiritual Sorrow. 

1. Some of them arise from bodily disorder. 

2. Some of them arise from defective views of 

reli^on. 

3. Some of them arise from allowed sin. 
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4* Some of them arise from inward struggles pe- 
culiar to himself. 



(486.) Heb. xL 37. They were tempted. 

To the Tempted Christian. 

I. Let us enumerate some of the Temptations 

TO WHICH Christians are exposed. 

1. To relapse into unbelief. 

2. To plunge into immorality. 

g. To decline from their attainments in vital religion. 

4. To look more at thar sins than at the Saviour. 

5. To doubt their saintship, because they do not 

enjoy the assurance of salvation. 

6. To entertain groundless fears of divine desertion. 

(487.) Heb. xi. 37. 

II. Let us show how the Temptations to which 

Christians are exposed mat be Resisted 
AND Overcome. 

1. Keep out of their way. 

2. Check their first risings. 

3. Be active in doing good. 

4. Depend much on the assistance of God. 

5. Grasp the sword of the Spirit. 

6. Abound in prayer. 



(488.) Heb. ix. 27y 28. And as it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment ; So Christ was 
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once ofiered to bear the sins of many : and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time, 
without sin, imto salvation. 

To the Dying Christian. 

Five Views of Death. 

1. As appointed by God. 

2. As to be undergone once for all. 

3. As to be followed by the judgment. 

4* As transformed by the death of Christ as a sacri- 
fice for sin. 

5. As to be swallowed up in victory at His second 
coming. 



(4^9*) I Thess. iv. 13, 14. But I would not have you to be 
ignorant^ brethren^ concerning them which are asleep^ 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died, and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 

To the Bereaved Christian, 

I. The Description of the State of Departed 

Saints. 

1. It is a state of rest. 

2. It is a state of safety. 

3. It is a state of hope. 

II. The Delineation of the Emotions with which 

WE SHOULD contemplate THEM. 

1. That which is permitted. 

2. That which is prohibited. 
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III. The Statement of their Prospects. 

1. He will bring them vnth Him, to be owned by 

Him before an assembled world. 

2. He will bring them with Him, to recognise the 

services they have rendered to each other. 

3. He will bring them with Him as living monu- 

ments of His power to save. 

4. He will bring them with Him, to be sharers of 

His glory. 



(490.) Rev. xiv. 13. And I heard a voice from heaven saying 
unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth : Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours ; and their works do follow 
them. 

To the Bereaved Christian. 

I. Who are the Dead that are here spoken of ? 

1. The expression implies their permanent union to 

Christ- 

2. The expression implies thdr continued faith in 

Him. 

II. What is said respecting them ? 

1. They are happy. 

2. They rest. 

3. Their works follow them. 

III. What is the Time when they enter on this 

Blessedness ? 
From henceforth. Not immediately after Christ's 
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resurrecdon, or immediately after the dme to 
which this prophecy may refer ; but imme- 
diately after their own death. 



(491.) Rev. ii. 7. To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of 
God. 

I. CJONSIDER THE TrEE OF LiFE AS IT STOOD IN THE 

Garden of Eden. 

1. It was a sign. 

2. It was a seal. 

II. Consider Christ as the Tree of Life under 

the Gospel Dispensation. 

1. The presence of God, since the fall, has always 

been approached through sacrifice. 

2. It is the atonement of Christ that keeps the way 

to God open. 

3. It is necessary to eat of the great sacrifice that 

we may live. 

III. Consider the Tree of Life in Heaven. 

1. Heaven is a paradise. 

2. There is a tree of life in it. 

3. He that overcomes shall eat of it. 



(492.) Rev. u. II. He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the 
second death. 

I. Explain the Promise. 
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1. There is a second death. 

2. All men are liable to it. 

3. He that overcometh shall escape it. 

4. It would be a wrong if he did not. 

II. Vindicate the Terms in which it is expressed. 

1. It would be a wrong to himself. 

2. It would be a wrong to the Saviour. 

3. It would be a wrong to the universe. 



(4930 R^' ii- 1 7' To him that overcometh will I give to eat of 
the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, 
and in the stone a new name written, which no man 
knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

1. A promise of spiritual provision. 

2. A promise of spiritual pardon. 

3. A promise of spiritual honour and blessedness. 

4. A promise of spiritual honour and blessedness 

which must be experienced that they may 
be understood. 



(494.) Rev. ii. a6-a8. And he that overcometh, and keepeth my 
works unto the end, to him vdll I give power over the 
nations : And he shall rule them with a rod of iron ; 
as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers; 
even as I received of my Father. And I will give 
him the morning star. 

1. He shall be invested with authority. 

2. He shall triumph over all his enemies. 
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3. He shall be exalted to a dignity resembling that 

of Christ. 

4. He shall be admitted to close communion with 

Christ. 



(4950 R^- iii* 5* He thatovercometh, the same shall be clothed 
in white raiment ; and I will not blot out his name out 
of the book of life^ but I will confess his name before 
my Father, and before his angels. 

1. He shall be clothed in white raiment — emblem 

of purity. 

2. His name shall be written in the book of life — 

emblem of honour. 

3. He shall be confessed before God and angels — 

highest bliss. 



(496.) Rev. iii. 12. Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out : 
and I will write upon him the name of my God, and 
the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusa- 
lem, which Cometh down out of heaven from my God; 
and I will write upon him my new name. 

1. He shall be admitted to the temple of God on 

high. 

2. He shall remain in it for ever. 

3. He shall be there as a monument of the Saviour's 

victory. 
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4. He shall be consecrated to the service of God 

and the Lamb. 

5. He shall be a citizen in the New Jerusalem. 



(497.) Rev. iii. ai. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and 
am set down with my Father in his throne. 

1. He shall be raised to a throne. 

2. He shall be raised to a throne which is the throne 

of the Saviour. 

3. He shall be raised to a throne which is the throne 

of God. 
What sodety ! what honour ! what power ! 



(498.) Rev. iii. ai. To him that overcometh. 

I. There are Enemies. 

1. The flesh. 

2. The world. 

3. The devil. 

II. There is a Conflict. 

1. The good fight of faith. 

2. Fought with the whole armour of God. 

3. Enduring hardness. 

III. There is a Victory. 

1. When? 

2. Of what kind ? 

3 With what rewards ? 
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(499*) ^^* i^- 22* ^^ ^^ ^^ ^° ^^9 1^ ^^i°^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
Spirit saith unto the churches. 

What is Common to all the Seven Epistles. 

1. The promise is addressed to the conqueror. 

2. It is attached to an individual. 

3. It conveys the assurance of some reward of grace. 

4. It is delivered in the name of Jesus. 



(500.) John vi. 39. The last day. 

1. The last day of the world. 

2. The last day of time. 

3. The last day of grace. 

4. The last day of suffering to the people of God. 
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